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interview

I’'meagertosee
the audience's
reaction

Iran Theater- Thedirector

oftheshow Cornerunder
oaksiseagertoseethe
audience'sreactionto his
work,becausethereisalot
oftechnologyinvolvedin
hisshow
AsgharKhaliliisthewriter
anddirectoroftheplay
"Cornerunderoaks "which
wasperformed (Wednes-
day,January 25)intwice
inthemain hallofthe City
Theater Complexatthe 2023
FITF.
AsgharKhalili, the director
oftheshow "Cornerunder
theoaktrees",said: The
story ofthisshowisbasedon
arealeventinllam,whichin
awayshowsadoublejudg-
mentforthesameevent.
ThisartistfromIlam
provincecalledtheatera
valuableart:Thetheaterhas
beenwithmansincehewas
bornandhasgrownwiththe
social conditions.
Khaliliexplainedaboutthe
mostimportantcharacter-
isticoftheaterartcompared
tootherartfields: Aliveness
anddynamismanddirect
communicationwiththe
audienceareamongthe
distinguishingfeatures of
thisart.

He considered the most
importantfeatureand
missionof FITFtobethe
introduction of newartists:
Intheforty-oneyearsthat
theFadjrTheaterFestival
washeld,newandtalented
artistswereintroducedin
thefieldoftheater. Beside
beinganationalcultural
tribune,FITFhasasuitable
platformforintroducing
newandtalentedartists
inwhichmanyartistscan
succeed.
Thedirectoradded: Many of
thefamousartistsof Iranian
theaterhavebeenseenand
grownbyattendingtheFITF.
Khalilimentioned thathe
participatedintheFadjr
TheaterFestival several
times:lameagertoseethe
audience'sreactiontomy
newwork,becausethereis
alotoftechnologyinvolved
intheshow " Cornerunder
oaks".

Theartistsaid of thefinanci-
ersand privatetheaterhalls
and statetheaters: Thedis-
cussionofthegovernment's
supportfortheaterartistsis
stillweakandtheexistence
oftheatersand moreinvest-
mentbytheprivatesectoris
theneedofthetheaterfield,
thetheaterneedsmore
andwidersupportfromthe

government.

Theshare of Iranian

plays in
FITFislow

interview

Iran Theater-Dawood
FathaliBeigiisfamousforall
artistsandaudiences of Iranian
shows. Bydirectingmany Ira-
nianshows, he hasestablished
hispositioninthehistory of
Iraniantheater.

He competeswiththeshow
Door &Dung and Loaf of
Breadinthe2023FITF
Wehadaninterviewwith him
togethisexpertopinions
aboutthelranianshowand
the41stFadjrinternational
TheaterFestival.

Howdid youfind the
initialidea of the play?
-lwrotethisplaymanyyears
ago,undertheinfluence
ofseveralstoriesaboutthe
RazaviFamilyandtheblessing
of ImamReza(as).
Wereyou considering
theseactors and actresses
fromthebeginning?
-Mostofthemembers of
thetheatertroupe, likethe
performers,arefromAlborz
province,fromthecities of
Karaj, Hashtgerd,Nazarabad,
etc.,andmostofthemhavea
backgroundinperforming.

Themusicoftheshowis

playedlive.

You have worked mostly
inthefield of Iranian
shows,You have had
asimilarapproachin
Door &Dung and Loaf of
Bread?

-Inspiringby the Iranian
showTakht-eHozi,wedidthe
stagedesign .Instead of being
placedinthemiddle ofthe
stage,theplatformisplaced
infourpartsandinthefourcor-
nersofthestage,whichisboth
theplatformandthewall. The
carpetwastraditionally placed
inthemiddleofthestagein
alltypesof Takht-eHoziand
Ta'ziehperformances,and
weused carpetintheshow,
whichisakind of redefinition
ofthedesignandroleofthe
carpetinthestage. Basically,
themiddleofIraniantheatrical

scenes,including Takht-e Hozi

,NaqggaliandTa’zieh,doesnot
haveaspecificarchitectural
identityandfindsitsidentity
throughwordsand narration.
Thisidentityisalsoredefined
anddependingonthestory of
theshow,itmaybeashrine,a
courtyard,analleyandastreet,
etc.

Has Door &Dung and Loaf
of Bread had other perfor-
mances before?
-No,thisshowhasnothadany
otherperformancesbefore,
anditwillbeonstageforthe
firsttimeatthe 2023 FITF,and
Itissupposedtohaveapublic
performanceafterthefestival.
In the festival,Door &
Dung and Loaf of Bread
hasbeenintroduced

as the most prominent
Iranian show,whatis your
opinionaboutthe contri-
bution of Iranian shows in

our festivals?
ConsideringthatFadjrTheater
Festivalisnational, I thinkitis
betterforustotake moresteps
towards the performance of
Iranianplays. We knowthat
alarge partof contemporary
Iranianshowsareinfluenced
byWesternshowsandasmall
partofthese performances
areinfluencedbylranianand
Easternshows.
Ofcourse,lwouldlikethe
festivaltohavemorelranian
shows. Becauseiflranian
showsdonotgetachanceto
participateinthesefestivals,
thenwhere cantheybeformed
inthestructure ofourshow?
Some experts believe that
because the Iranian show
isformed amongpeople
and publicplaces, these
types of shows are morein
the group of streetshows.

Whatis your opinion
about this?

-No; Thattype of performance
istheoldestand mostnatural
stageform,butitalsohasits
ownspecialstructureand
rules. Thatkind of perfor-
manceisremarkable,canbe
presentedanddiscussedas
apartofhumanexperience.
Althoughithasaspecial
featureinstagedesignandit
mostlyreliesonsigns; Butit
hasveryimportantfeaturesin
itsdramaticstructure,and It
isimportantthattheseforms
havebeenformedinthe
centeroflranianpeople’scul-
ture. Inotherwords, different
ethnicgroupshaveplayeda
roleintheformationofthese
artsatdifferenthistorical
times. Therefore,alltheseare
differentmanifestations of

ourart.

Iragitheatre troupes meets organizers
of Iran’s FITF

IranTheater-Twolraqi
theatretroupesmetKazem
Nazari(DirectorGeneral of
PerformingArtsCenter),
KouroshZarei(SecretaryofThe
41stFITF),GholamrezaNemati
(Executive Deputyofthe Gen-
eralDepartmentofPerforming
Arts)andMozhgan Vakili (Di-
rectorofInternational Relation
DepartmentperformingArts
Centeroflran)onTuesday.
KouroshZareimentionedthe
progressofFadjrinternational
TheaterFestivalfromIranto
Arabcountriesandotherre-
gionalcountriessuchasTurkey
andAzerbaijan.
.Heclearlysaidthatafterhis
participationinatheaterfes-
tivalinlrag, hisopinionabout
thestateoftheaterinlraqhas
changed,andforthisreason,
thelragipeopleshouldbe
congratulated.

KazemNazaripraisedthe

membersoftwolragitroupes
inthe41stFITFandtheirvery
goodperformance.
HeconfirmedKoureshZarei's
opinionandaddedthathe
didnothaveaclearviewofthe
theaterinlragbefore,butafter
watchingthesetwolragishows
,hisviewhaschanged.
Hesaid: ThereareAra-
bic-speakingcitiesinthe
Khuzestanregionwhere
theaterfestivalsinArabiccan
beheld. Afterthe2023FITF,
KouroshZareiwillfollowup
onthis,andinadditiontostage
section, thesefestivalswill
haveavarietyofsectionssuch
aspuppet, ritual-traditional,
religious,childrenandyoung
adults, etc.
KazemNazariemphasizedthe
possibility of co-production of
theshowwiththe cooperation
oflranianandIragitheater

troupesinthesefestivalsand

announcedhisreadiness
tocarryoutacademicand
researchprojectsinthefield

of performingartsbetween
universitiesandscientificand
researchcentersoflranand
Iraq.
KouroshZareimentionedthat
hereceivedhisneworderas
thesecretaryofthe20thRazavi
TheaterFestival,whichwillbe
heldinjune,2023inTabriz.
Headded: Tenprofessional
writershavebeencommis-
sionedtowritetenplays,and
theseplayswillalsobetrans-
latedintoArabic. Heinvitedall
thoseinterestedinlmamsand
loversofImamReza(AS)inlraq
toparticipateinthisfestival.
Then,Dr. AliAl-Sudani,
directorofthetheateroflrag,
thankedtheorganizersof FITF
andannouncedthatthetheater
situationinlraqisverygood.
Al-Sudani,whointheabsence
ofJavad Alasadi,thedirectorof
theshow"Amal",managedthe
performanceofthisshowatthe
2023 FITF,addedthatafterhis
participationinthisfestival,he
considersTehranabeautiful
cityandacityoflovers.
MohammadMoayyed,direc-
toroftheshow "MercyShot"
alsothankedtheorganizersof
theFITFandallthemembers
ofhistroupewhoworkedwith
himtoperformthisshow.

A number of officials watched "Iranians"
atthe VahdatHall

Iran Theater-The Deputy

ministerinArtaffairs,amember
ofIslamicConsultative Assembly
andagroupofculturalandartistic
officialsattendedthe VahdatHall
ontheeveningofTuesday, January
24,andwatchedtheperformance
ofIraniansintheinternational sec-
tionofthe41stFadjrinternational
TheaterFestival.
OnthefourthdayoftheFITF,
thefirstperformanceoftheplay
"Iranians"byRezaSaberiwas
wentonstagewiththepresence
ofanumberofparliamentarians
andofficialsinclude Mahmoud
Salari (The Deputyministerin
Artaffairs), SeyedMohammad
Hashemi(Legal Deputy, Islamic
ConsultativeAssemblyand

Provincial Affairs ofthe Ministry

ofGuidance),MohammadHos-
seinNiromand (Advisortothe
Ministerof CultureandIslamic
GuidanceinArtandCinema
Affairs),ShivaGhasemipour
(Representative ofthePeople
ofMarivanandSarvabadinthe
IslamicCouncilandSecretary
ofEducation,Researchand
Technology Commissionofthe
IslamicConsultative Assembly),
KazemNazari(DirectorGeneral
of PerformingArts Center),
AliAsgharDaryai (Director
Generalof Cultureand Guidance
ofKurdistanProvince),Kourosh
Zarei(SecretaryofFadjrTheater
Festival).

"Iranians" depicts thestoryofthe
hiddentruthsaboutthekilling

of Aleviwomenandchildrenby

HarunAbbasid caliphateuntilhis
sonMa'muncametopower. This
showdealswiththeforcedjourney
ofHazratAliibnMusaal-Reza
(a.s.)fromMedinatoKhorasan.
Mahmoud Salari(The Deputy
ministerinArtaffairs),Kazem
Nazari(Director General of Per-
formingArts Center)andKourosh
Zarei(Secretaryof FITF)attended
thebackstageofthisshowand
praisedRezaSaberiandthe cast
andcrewoftheshowattheendof
theperformanceof"Iranians".
Theplay "Iranian"writtenand
directedbyRezaSaberiis onstage
on January25,at8:00PMinthe41st
FadjrInternational TheaterFestival
atVahdatHall.
The2023FITFisunderwaythelrani-

ancapitaluntilJanuary31.



