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News

OmaniAmbassador
Ibrahim Almuaini
visits the 2023 FITF

IranTheater-OmaniAmbas-
sadorlbrahimbinAhmed
Almuainivisited Vahdat
Hallandwatched YoussefAl
Balushi‘sHennaPestle.
HewatchedYoussefAl
Balushi‘sHennaPestle which
iscompetingwithsomeother
showsintheInternational
Competitionsection.adgh
Al-Henna(HennaPestle)is
afolkdramaaboutavillage
thatisattackedbyforeigners
andcollapsesoccurinthe
absenceofthevillageruler,
butthe maincharacterofthe
storysavesthevillagefrom
foreignersbyunitingthe peo-
ple.Beforethe performance
,afriendlymeetingwasheld
intheVahdatHallwiththe
presenceoflbrahimAlmuaini
,Ambassadorof OmaninlIran,
KazemNazari,DirectorGen-
eralofPerformingArtsand
YoussefAlBalushi,Directorof
show.Therewasadiscussion
aboutbilateral cultural
interactionsbetweenIranand
Omanandthedevelopment
andexpansionof culturaland
artisticrelationsbetween
thetwo countrieswas
emphasized.Then,Kazem
Nazariwenttothebackstage
ofthe “HennaPestle “with
the Omaniambassadorand
wishedthe Omanitheatrical

troupesuccess.

lhaveintroducedsome
Iranianaccentinmywork

interview

Iran Theater-Atheater, tele-
visionand cinemadirector
from Omansaid: Iranian
cinemaiswidelyfollowedin
Oman,and Iranians havewon
manyawardsin prestigious
international festivals,which
shows Iran’s cinematic
power.
YoussefAlBalushibrings
MadaghAl-Henna(Henna
Pestle) tothe 2023 FITF. It
wentonstagein International
sectionatVahdatHall, Satur-
day,January28.
MadghAl-Henna (Henna

Pestle)isafolkdramaabouta
village thatisattacked by for-
eignersand collapsesoccur
intheabsenceofthevillage
ruler,butthe maincharacter
ofthestorysavesthevillage
fromforeignersbyunitingthe
people.
YoussefAlBalushistated
thathehaddonealotof
workinthefield of theater,
cinemaandtelevisionand
hisemphasiswasmostlyon
televisiondramaandtheater.
Hesaid: “Thefirstsimilarity
IhaveseenbetweenIranian
and Omanifilmmakersis

makeup,andatthesame

timethereare manycommon
features. Thereisarelation-
shipbetweenIranianand
Omanicinemaandlhopethat
agreatjointworkwillbedone
between Iranianand Omani
cinemas.”

Heclarified: Iranian cinemais
widelyfollowedin Oman,and
Iranians havewon numerous
awardsinprestigiousinterna-
tionalfestivals,which shows
Iran’s cinematicstrength.
Thedirectorofthetheater,
televisionandcinemafrom
Oman continued: Iranand
Omanhave many geograph-

icaland natural similarities,

suchastheseacoast,andthe
nameofourgroupisMezon,
whichwaschosenbytheIrani-

ansinancienttimesforOman,

whichmeanstheland of water.

Statingthattherelation-
shipbetweenIraniansand
Omanisisdeeprootedand
historical,headded: “I like
Iranian cinemavery much
becauseitisavery powerful
cinemathatdepictsnature,
history, Iranian storiesand
theidentity of Iranians.
Oneofthelraniandirectors
whoseworklamveryfond
ofisMajidMajidi,who made
theenduringfilm Children of

Heaven,andamonglranian
actors, lalsolike ShahabHos-
seini’sperformancey.
Referringtothedifferences
betweenlIranandothercoun-
tries,Al-Balushiemphasized:
“My concernintheshowthatl
havebroughttolranisthelan-
guage of myshow,because
myaudiencewasArab coun-
tries,butthisrelationship
withthelranianaudience may
notdevelopasIwouldlike.
Andanotherdifferenceisthat
FajrFestivalisanold,famous
and prestigiousfestivaland|
have neverattendedafestival

withsuchanage.

Hestated thattheywerevery
happytobeinthisfestivaland
I participatedinthisfestival
withalltheirloveandinterest,
adding: “Ihaveintroduced
some Iranianaccentinmy
work,whichisthedifference
betweenthisworkand my
otherworks.”

Directorof MadaghAl-Henna
continued: “Fromthe
momentlarrivedinlran,|
saw nothingbutgoodness
from Iranians,andIthankDr.
Mansoori,thesecretary of the
internationaldepartmentof
thefestival,who cooperated

verywellwithus. Wearevery

satisfiedwiththerehearsal
placeandlamveryhappythat
the OmanTheateris perform-
inginthe VahdatHall,which
isthevenueofthelranian
National Operay.Referringto
Iran’s historyand culture, he
emphasized: “Thesolidarity
betweenlranand Omanwas
formedbytranslatingIranian
narratives, textsand stories,
andlreadIraniantexts. Iran
hastherichestcultureand
historyintheworldandalso
hasscientists. Ithasbeen
inallfieldsandwereadthis
cultureand historyinour

textbooks.

Pedram Rahmanion the show “Labyrinth”

-Atheorycalled the butterfly
effecthasbeenproposedinthe

worldforseveralyears. Thebut-

terfly effectreferstothefactthata
smallchangesuchastheflapping

ofabutterfly)swingsinonepart
oftheworld can causeastorm
inanotherpartoftheworld. In
otherwords,everythingwedo
will have positive or negative
consequences notonlyforour-
selvesbutalsoforothers. Itwas

inmymindforseveralyears until |

finallywrotetheplayinthespring

0f2021,and after rewritingitsix

times, thefinaldraftwasreadyin

spring2022.

-Therehavebeenmanyinterpre-

tations of the gray characterso
far;Some people hadthe most
superficialopinionaboutsuch
acharacterand consideredthe
gray characteras Satanorevil.

Somepeopleseehimassome-

onewhosolvesotherpeople’s
problems,butthereissomething
deeperaboutthegreycharacter.
Whatlhaveinmindasthewriter
and creatorofthis characteris
thatGrayisthedarkestpartofthe
charactersintheshowandthey
aretalkingtohimthroughout
theshow.

-Thecastwereselected based
ontheirmoodandlifestyle. For
example,theactorwhoplaying
theroleoftheblindmanisa
madahinhisreallifeand has
strongreligiousbeliefs,orthe
actresswhoplayingtherole of
Madamisanartistwholoved her
husband passionately,and after
his death,sheisknownaslady
inlove .Therefor, The castwas
chosenbased onwhatwe know
aboutthemandwhattheyrelate

tointheirdailylives.

-Social conditionshave been
effectiveinthe presence of max-
imumaudiences. Although their
presence definitelydepends
onthe quality oftheworks.
Theworksthatarewelcomed
bytheaudienceinthefestival
areshowswithahigherlevel of

quality.

lamTxemaMunozfrom Spainandlam

atheaterartist. lhave participatedinthe
Germantheaterfestivalwiththeshow
“Lumiere” andwonthefirstprize,and
lalsowonthefirstprizeintheItalian
theaterfestival. lhaveparticipatedin
otherfestivalswiththisshow,butnot
inthe competitivesectiontoreceivean

award.

-lhaveperformeditinFrance,Germany,
Portugal,Romania,Singaporeand
Spain. lhaveparticipatedinother

festivalswithit.

-Fromthebeginning,Ihad predicted
thatthisperformancewouldattractthe
attentionoftheaudience. Ithinkthis
performancewassomewhatsurprising
inlran. Becausecomparedtoother
worksandtheirtypeand contentinthe
2023FITFthatl havewatched, thisper-

TxemaMunoz :Theater makes us think differently

formancewillbe completelydifferentin
termsofatmosphereand performance,
andlhopethattheaudiencewhosawit

tobesatisfied.

-lamsurethattheyenjoyedthisperfor-
mance,becausetheyaccompaniedme
inthisperformanceandgame,andthey
satcalmlyandenjoyedthis perfor-
mance. Ithinkthatbecauseofthediffer-
enttypeandtheuniqueperformance
methodof “Lumiere” thisperformance

wasnewforthelranianaudience.

-Ithinkyouyredoinganamazingjob
atFITFtobringculturesandtheater
togetherandltopenstheminds. linvite
peopletocometothetheater,thinkand
enjoy. It'sgreatthatwe canthinkinadif-
ferentway. Frommypointofview,the

wholeorganizationof FITFisamazing.

-IthinklIraniantheaterhasaveryinter-
estingandgood potentialandatmos-
phere. It'samazinghowmanytheaters
youhaveinonecity. Inmyopinion
andasfaraslhaveseen,youhaveboth
verytalentedartistsandwonderful
peopleandaudiences. lhave seenthis
enthusiasminfewartevents. Inmy
opinion,theaterhasaspecial placein
yourcountryandevenrequiresmore
investmentforit. Yourcapitalinthefield
oftheaterisreallyrich,andthisissue
makesiteasyfortheartisticandtheater
directorsofyourcountry. Youhavea

greataudience.



