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IranDaily Newspaper

Adineh Rahim-Nezhad:
The2023FITFisa
theater marathon
of the cities

IranTheater-Thedirectorof

theTimelessstreetshowsaid:
The41stFadjrInternational
TheaterFestivalisatheater
marathonofcities.
Thestreetshow “Time-

less” directedbyAdineh
Rahim-Nezhadwillbe
performedtomorrowMonday
(January30th)forthethird
timeatthe41stFITFinthe
porchofValiasrSquare.
AdinehRahim-Nezhad has
beenactiveinthetheater
formanyyearsandsheis
participatinginthe41stFadjr
International Theater Festival
with “Timeless” and “Aceta-
minophenwith Codeine
Flavor".
Thedirectorexplainedabout
thethemeoftheshowthatis
aboutthebeliefsofthe people
inGilanprovince: “Thestreet
show “Timeless” isaboutthe
beliefsofthepeopleofGilan,
andthisstoryisperformed
withacombinationofseveral
Gilanrituals, theseritualsin-
cludetheritualof AroosBarun,
Gahwerah Sri,AalandEach
ofthemcontainsaseparate
story,Oneoftoday’sneedsin
ordertopreservethehistoryof
Iranianreligionandtradition
istopayattentiontoauthentic
Iranian customs, traditions
andcultureinthesocietyin
differentartisticways.
Shecontinued: “Wetryto
depicttheveryrichculture of
thepeopleofGilanintheshow
withthe practical useoftools,
accessoriesand choreogra-
phy,becausethiscultureisfull
ofpureandvaluablestories."
Rahim-Nezhad pointed out
severalcleardifferences
betweenstreetperformances
andothertypesoftheater
inthecountry: Inthestreet
show, mostoftheaudienceis
public,alsoitdoesnotfollow
theformalframeworksofthe
theaterbecauseitisnotlimited
anddoesnotadheretodeep
thoughts,becauseitdeals
withthegeneralpublicand
mustpresenttothepassing
audienceinalimitedtime.
Butthe stage showshows
everythingonthestagewith
stagefacilities,costumesand
lighting.

Thedirectorofthe “Timeless”
streetshowspokeonthe
importance of FITF: “The2023
FITFisatheatermarathon of
thecities,andthetitlesthat
arepresentinthisedition
trulyshowtheartoftheaterto
everyone."
The2023FITFisunderwayin
TehranuntilJanuary31.The
festivalispresided overby
Iranianactoranddirector

KouroshZarei.

The Meeting ofthelIslamic
WorldTheater Unionwas
heldin2023FITF

News

IranTheater-Hassan Rahim-
pour-Azghadi,amemberof
Iran’s Supreme Council ofthe
CulturalRevolution,said: we
arethinkingaboutrebuilding
Islamiccivilization.
ThemeetingoftheIslamic
WorldTheater Unionwasheld
Sundaymorning,Jan.29,onthe
10thday ofthe 41stFITF,with
thepresenceandspeech of
HassanRahimpour-Azghadiin
the City Theater Complex.
Themeetingofthelslamic
WorldTheater Unionwasheld
withthepresenceofguestsand
officials: KazemNazari (Direc-
torGeneral of Performing Arts
and ChairmanoftheFounding
BoardoftheIslamicWorld
TheaterUnion),Ahmad Hassan
MoussafromIraq,Jamal Garmi
(theaterdirectorand head of
theartisticdepartmentofthe
National Theaterof Algeria),
SadeghRashidifromIran.
EzzeddinAbbasi (head of
theTunis University ofFine
Arts),JalilaFahdifrom Oman,
AdelShamsfromBahrainand
KouroshZarei(theaterdirector
andsecretary ofthe41stFadjr
International TheaterFestival)
asfoundingmembersofthe

IslamicWorld Theater Union.

Theaterisamedium
thatbringsuscloser
toeachother,andalso
allowsustoagreeon
acommonandglobal
messageandaword of

peaceandfriendship

Kazem Nazari,directorgeneral
ofperformingartsof Culture
Minister,said: lhopethat
goodthingswillhappeninthis
international consensusofthe
IslamicWorld Theater Union.
ThereisatheaterunionofEu-
ropean countriesin UNESCO,
buttherewasalackofsucha

unionforlslamiccountries

withthis capacityand potential.

Andwehopethatwewillbe
abletoformthisunionwith
the cooperationofthefestival
guests,sothatithasaconstitu-
tion,aguideline,andmembers
whocanprovideeducationin
performingarts,networking
between countriesandmem-
bers,aswellas Sustainability
inperformingartsand macro
planninginthefieldofdrama

andtheater.

Thenthe posterofthiscultural
eventwas unveiled. Kourosh
Zarei,secretary ofthe41stFadjr
International TheaterFestival,
wasthenextspeakerofthis
meeting.
Theaterisamediumthatbrings
usclosertoeachother,andalso
allowsustoagreeonacommon
andglobalmessageanda

word of peaceandfriendship.
Islamiccountries have made
significantprogressinecono-
my,industryand construction.
.Likeindustry,economyand
allelementsneededbypeople,
artandtheatermustdevelop. If
wearetogether,wewillachieve
thisprogressinart. Theateris
theartofdialogueandconver-
sationbetweencivilizations.
Withtheater,we can create

humanharmonybetween

theculturesand customs of
bothIslamicand non-Islamic
countries.
Theateristheonlyartthatjust
dealswithhumanbeingsand
humanvaluesandethics;Be-
causehumanproduvestheater,
thesubjectoftheaterisman
andthebeneficiary oftheater
isman. Thistriangleismadeup
of peoplewithgreatpeopleand
moralthoughts,somethingthat
hasbeenlostintheworldtoday
andwecan.
HassanRahimpour-Azghadi,
amemberofthe Supreme
Councilof Cultural Revolution
ofthelslamicRepublicoflran,
waspresentasaspecial guest
andspeakerinthisevent.
Thereshouldbeadiscussion
aboutthe conceptofMeeting
ofthelslamicWorld Theater

e

Unionbecauseitisthefirsttime
wehave gatheredtogether.
Aslongastheaterandcinema
universitiesinthelslamicworld
donothingbuttranslateand
theworksthataretranslated
arewithoutsources,wewill
nothaveanythingcalledthe
theaterofthelslamicworld.
Ontology,anthropology,
moral philosophyandlegal
philosophyareallinfluentialin
makingthe contentandartthat
isoffered.

Hecontinued: Wehavebeen
toldthatarthasnothingto
dowithcommitmentand
ideology,buttodayyouwill
notseeanyworkincinemaand
theaterintheworldthatisnot
ideological. We saythatarthas
nothingtodowithmorality,

butintoday’ssocietywesee

anti-moralart.
Thisexpertstated: Inthefield of
aesthetics, tangiblebeauty has
beendividedfromreasonable
beauty. Althoughbothform
and contentshouldbebeau-
tiful. . Youcannotbringavile
contentintoanartform. Thisis
abetrayal of beauty. We have
toreproduceourownbeliefs,
worldviewandanthropologyas
wellaslIslamicethicsandmoral
philosophywithnewthinking,
farfromdeviatingtowards
westernizationoreasterniza-
tion. Otherwise,civilization
cannotbebuiltwithouttheater
ornewcinema.
The2023FITFisunderwayin
TehranuntilJanuary31.The
festivalispresided overby
Iranianactoranddirector

KouroshZarei

Reza Hasankhani:The feature of our

performanceisagreattragedy

i |

IranTheater-TheshowRostam

andSohrabwrittenbyDariush
NasiriandMortezaVakilianand
directedbyRezaHasankhaniis
basedonthestoryRostamand
SohrabofShahnameh.
Thisshowisabout45minutes.
“RostamandSohrab” recounts
thefightbetweenRostamand
Sohrab. Thenarratorandplayer
isawoman. Thiswomanplays
theroleofRostamand Sohrab
andalsostandsintheposition
ofanomniscientnarratorand
tellsthestorybeyondrolesand
characters.

Whydidyou choose the
play Rostamand Sohrab?
-Oneofmyfavoritesis
ShahnamehandworkingonIra-
niandramasasadirectorisone
ofmyconcerns. Andldecided
tobringitonthestagewitha

melodramaapproachanduse

differenttypesoflranianshows
suchasnaqgqali,ta’zieh,music,
etc. Myfocushasbeenonmoral,
family,loveandmarriageinthis
show. Atfirst,Rostambecame
interestedinTahminehand
latermarriedher,andSohrabis
alsotheirchildand...Mymost
importantmotivationhasbeen
tousethemelodramawith
emotionaltoneandpreference
based oncharacterizationfor

thisshow.

Thereisnospecialdecor
fortheshowandwe only
see specialaccessories
and mise-en-scenes.Why
didn’tyouuse décor?
-“RostamandSohrab”is
melodramaandthestructureis
Aristotelian. Thefeatureofour
performanceisagreattragedy
aswell. Ishouldsayaccording
toAvristotle, tragedyhassix
mainelements;plot,character,
diction,thought,spectacle
(sceniceffect),andsong
(music). Themostunimportant
elementfromAristotle’s point
ofviewisspectacle. In“Rostam
andSohrab”,wedidn’thaveany
decorandstagedesign,butour
storyisveryimportant. Andwe
wereadherentofAristotelian
elementsandtherearecause

andeffectrelationships.

Asyousaid before,your
concernisIranianshows,
whatshouldbedonetoin-
creaseattentiontoIranian
performances?

-Yes, Isaidthatmymain
concernistheidentityof
Iranianshows,we mustteach
Iranianmythology,epicsand
importantstoriestostudents
sothattheycanusethesein
creatingtheirworks. Thebest
opportunityinthissituation
istointroducethehistoryand
commitmenttolrantoour
audienceasanartist,tocreate
moreinterestinthecountry
andlranianstories. Wemust
showasenseof patriotismand

notrejectouraudience.

Howdoyouseethe41st
FITF?
-TheholdingoftheFajdrTheater
Festivalisverygoodandthe
cooperationofthefestivalstaffis
verynoticeable;buttherewerea
fewshowsthattouchedmyheart
inthe41stFITF.

Howaboutthereception of
theaudienceandartists?
-Thereceptionoftheaudience
hasbeenveryencouraging,and
thiskeepsthelightoftheateron

inthecountry.

AraYernjakyan:Iranian shows have
modern language

IranTheater-AraYernjakyan, the

directorofHamletsaidshelikes
Iraniantheaterbecauseitismod-
ern,andbecause Iranianshows

havemodernlanguage.

Anewadaptationof Hamletfrom
Armeniawasperformedonthe
41stFadjrinternational Theater
FestivalonSunday,Jan.29,atthe
mainHallof City Theater Com-
plex. IranTheaterhadatalk with
AraYernjakyanontheavant-gar-
deperformanceof Shakespeare’s

Hamlet.

Tellusaboutyourself.
-lamAraYernjakyan,thefounder
andartisticdirectorofKamerayin
TheaterinYerevan. Kamerayin
Theaterisnotonlyatheater
troupe,butalsoatheatercomplex
withallthefeaturesofeducation,
productionand performance.
Apartfromdirecting, lalsowrite.

Wehave performedinmanyfesti-

valsaroundtheworldfromAmer-
icatoEurope. Ourplayisbased
ontheplay “Hamlet” by William
Shakespeare,butlhave rewritten
it. Infact, thesetting of the playis
Hamlet. Of course, itischanged.
Therefore, the performanceis
notclassical. Theaudiences of
manyfestivalsthoughtthatthe
performancewasenergeticand
youthful.

Areall ofthe members of
your troupe from the “Kam-
erayin” theater?
-Ourtheaterisapublictheater
fundedbythegovernment. All
themembersofthistheaterare
theatergraduatesandareem-
ployedbyKamerayinTheater.
WehaveperformedHamlet
indifferentpartsoftheworld
forabouttwoyearsandithas
alwaysbeenwellreceivedbythe
audience. Wewontwoawards

forHamlet: thebestperformance

oftheyearandthe “ Artavazd
award,whichisgiventothebest
artists. We have participatedin
the Yerevan Shakespearean Festi-
valaswell,andwestillhave many
invitations fromotherfestivals

like St. PetersburgandPoland.

Didyou expectthe good
reception fromtheaudience
atFITF?
-WeparticipatedinanotherFadjr
International TheaterFestivalin
Iranafewyearsago,althoughour
performanceplaywasnotawell-
knownplaybutthe playwaswell
receivedandBothofourshows
were performedwithfullaudi-
ences;Therefore,l knewtosome
extentthatlranianaudience
wouldcometowatchourshow
withenthusiasmandthatour

workwouldbewelcomed.

Areyou familiar with per-
formingartsinIran? Have
youseen performances
fromIran?

-Yes,Iranianshows have
participatedinthe “High Fest”
festival,whichisheldeveryyearin
Armenia,lhavealsowatched Ira-
nianworks. llike Iraniantheater
becauseitismodernand Iranian
showshave modernlanguage.
The41stFITFisunderwayinTeh-
ranuntilJanuary31. Thefestival
ispresidedoverbyIranianactor

anddirector KouroshZarei



