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MarkRozovski’s
PoorLizawas
welcomed by the
audience

IranTheater-Onthelast
dayofthe41stFITF,the
showPoorLizafromRussia
waswelcomedbythe
audience.

Themusical show “Poor
Lisa” hasafolkloreand
romanticstoryandwento
stageonMonday, Jan.30,
at17:00and20:00atVahdat
Hall.

Thisshowwasper-
formed withahall full of
audiences. Apparently,
mostoftheaudiencewere
theatergoer.SeyedJavad
Taheri,themanagerof

the City Theater Com-
plex,AsgharKhalili,stage
directorandagroup of
Russianwatched poorliza
atVahdatHall.
Althoughthesubtitles
ofthisshow-likeallthe
showsintheinternational
section-weresometimes
disturbed, butthe explana-
tionsofthebrochure, the
simplicity of thestory,and
thegoodactingofthe cast,
whoallmasteredsinging,
madethelranianaudience
relatetotheshow.
LenersonPolonini’s
statelessfrom Brazilwent
onstageatVahdadHallas
well. Itwasaboutwarand
immigration,whichwas
performedintheform of
severalmonologues. Len-
erson Polonini’sstateless
reliedonwordsandthere
wasalotofinterference
initssubtitles,sothere
wasalittle bitdifficultfor
audiencestocommunicate
withit.
EhsanJanami’sMyDreams
lookforyouwaswell re-
ceived byaudiences. Itwent
onstageatChaharsooHall
withahallfullofspectators.
Someofthemweresittingon
theground. Ehsanjanami’s
MyDreamslookforwasa
productionfromlsfahan.
Thestorytookplaceduring
theQajarera.
The41stFITFisunderway
inTehranuntilJanuary31.
Thefestivalispresided
overbylranianactorand

director KouroshZarei

Hafedh KhalifaonDivine
Comedyand FITF

interview

IranTheater-HafedhKhalifa,
Tunisianactoranddirector,
broughttheshowDivine Come-
dytothe41stFITF.

Before performing “Divine
Comedy”,hehaddirectedmany
religiousandphilosophical
shows. Hecametothe conclu-
siontobemoderateinhiswork
aboutreligionintheshowsafter
hisintellectualtransformations.
Dante’sDivine Comedyhas
beenonstagemanytimes. Anew
adaptationwasperformedatthe
41stFITFthatwasundoubtedly
oneofthebestperformances.

Tellusaboutyourself.
lamHafedhKhalifa,lhave
amaster’'sdegreeindrama
fromTunisia. llivedinltalyfor
twenty-fiveyearsanddirected
manyplaysandfilmsinlitaly.1
have collaboratedwithfamous
peoplelikeEugenioBarbain
Italy,andlhavealsopartici-
patedinmanyfestivals. |have
wonmanyawards,thelastone
wasfrom CarthageFestivalin
Tunisia. Ireturnedtomycountry
aftertheTunisianrevolutionand
foundedagroupthatdealswith
theexchangecultureandarts.

Forexample,theshow “Divine

Comedy” isaco-productionof
Italianand Tunisiancompanies.
lamalsoamemberofthepro-
fessionalassociationof Tunisian

artists.

Howmuchisyouradap-
tationaccurate thatyou
make suchan Avant-garde
performance?
-Thisisseventypercent
accurate. Buttheplayhassome
differences,inthebook,there
isacharacter“Virgil “,Dante’s
teacher,whoishisinspiration. |
replaced himwiththecharacter
ofthepoet”Al-Ma‘arri“. lwant-
edtoemphasizethisimportant
issue “Afterlife” has Eastern
origin,whichisalsodiscussed
inbookssuchas «TheDeadof
thePharaohsyor«Avesta”. The

divinecomedydividedinthree
parts,hell,purgatoryandheav-
en.Weonlyfocusedonthehell
intheshow. Therefore,Inamed
thispartofmyperformance
HellofEastandWest. Basedon
it,Ichose Dante’sguideinHell
fromtheEastand putthe poet
“Al-Ma‘arri“ashisguideinthe
show.

Hasdivine comedybeen
performedin otherfesti-
vals?
-Yes,ithasbeenperformedat
the CairoExperimental Theater
Festivalandthe CarthageFestival
inTunisiaand had publicperfor-

mancesinTunisia.

Dantess beloved,whowas
trappedinhellunderthe

tormentoftheangel,was
freed from the torment

by Dantessappealtolove.
Doyou emphasize that
love hasapowerbeyond
imagination?

-Itistrue. Themostimportant
thingisloveandfriendship,
butwhatkind ofaffection,love
andfriendship? IntheDivine
Comedy,Dantehassuchalove. |
broughtallthese circumstance
oflove,affection,friendshipand
humanitytothestage,butladded
thecharacterof Dante,whowith
Al-Ma’arriwillgototheplace of
tormentforhumans,whichis
hell. Dantetraveledtotheworld
of PurgatorywithAl-Ma'arri,
ajourneythatismentioned
inmanybookssuchasArda
Viraf,Avestaand Death ofthe

Pharaohs. TravelingtoPurgatory
isaveryoldtopicthathasbeen
emphasizedinmanyreligions
andthoughts. Whenlread
Dante’sDivine Comedy, Ididn’t
findanydrama. Duringdrama-
turgy;Ithoughtthatallthebad
andunpleasanteventsshould
bechangedinapleasantway.
Inmywork, lleavethinkingand
interpretationtotheaudience.
Religiouspeoplemaywatchthe
showandthinkthatiftheysin,
theywillgotohell,butiftheyhave

love,theywillsurelygotoheaven.

llovepoetslikeRumiandHafez.
TheDivineComedyismoreasufi

workthanaphilosophicalwork.

Whatdoyouthinkabout
FITF?

-lwassurprisedbythere-

ceptionAfterperformingthe
showtwiceinthecompetition
section, thefestival officials
askedmetoperformtheshow
again. Imetartlovingand
artisticpeople,whichwasvery
surprisingforme. Many offi-
cialsalsogaveveryinteresting
commentsaboutthisshow,
whichwasverysurprisingfor
me. Twentyyearsago, | partic-
ipatedinFITFwithashowfrom
Italy. Everythingis newforme
andlseemanychangesinthis
festival. lamvery happythat

FITFhasbeenwellreceived.

The41stFITFis underwayin
Tehran untilJanuary31.The
festivalis presided overby
Iranianactoranddirector
Kourosh Zarei

Morteza Mortazavi-Rad

on41stFITF

Bahman Sadegh-Hasani:
The variety of works was one of the best features

of streetsection

IranTheater-Thisisthefirst
timethatMortazavi-Rad
hasparticipatedinFITF.The
directorof CupinteaStrom
believesthatthe competition
innextFadjrRegional Theater

Festivalwillbe harder

MortezaMortazavi-Rad hasa
master’'sdegreeindramatic
literatureand hasbeen
workingprofessionallyinthe
theatersince2007. Thewriter
anddirector,whowasbornin
Qomcity,revealedthetheme
oftheshowinrelationto
1953 Iranian coup d’étatand
people’sawarenessabout
historical events.
Hebelievesthattheateris
areflectionofasociety,
“Theaterrepresents
the cultureand history
ofacountry. We getto

knowsocietyandthe

way oflookingattheworld
andthesituation of that
countrythroughtheartof
theater. “
Thedirectorofthe show
“CupinTeaStorm” consid-
eredtheartists of thecitiesto
be powerful.
“Therearesomeinfrastruc-
turesandtheatersinthe
cities,butifadvertisingfor
thetheaterispursuedmore
seriouslyandanumberof
billboardsandadvertising
facilitiesareallocated forthe
theater, thecity theaterwill
alsoworkmore powerfully. “
Hecontinued: “Theatreis
supported moreinTehran
thaninthecities,butnev-
ertheless, the presence of
cityartistsinthe Fadjr
International Theater
Festival provedtheir

capabilities.”

He consideredFITFasthe
mostimportanttheatrical
eventinlran,”Participation
inFITFisoneofthehonors
ofartistsand directorsand
the growth factorofIranian
theater,andallthe efforts
of Iranian performingarts
artistsareshowcasedinthis
festival.”
The41stFITFisunderwayin
TehranuntilJanuary31.The
festivalis presided overby
Iranianactoranddirector

KouroshZarei

IranTheater-BahmanSade-
gh-Hasani,thejuryofthestreet
sectionofthe41stFadjrinter-
national TheaterFestival,said
thatthevarietyofworksinthe
streetsectionwasoneofthebest
featuresofthe41stFITF.
Bahman Sadegh-Hasani,
directorofGilan PerformingArts
Association, has participated
in21editionsof FITF,aswellas
puppetfestivalsinTajikistanand
Kurdistaninlraq. Heisajuryof
thestreetandenvironmental
sections.
Heandotherjurieswatchshows
intheRudakiarea. IranTheater
hasinterviewed himaboutthe
judgingcriteria.Bahman Sadegh
-Hasanisaidthathehasbeen
workinginthetheatersince
1975: Wearethechildrenofthe
theater.
Heexplainedabouttheideasin
thestreetshowsinFITF: “Artists

shouldavoidsuperficialityand

i

tryhardertodevelopideas.
However,thetheatertroupesin
thestreetsectiongavetheirbest
effortstoperformvarioustypes
ofshows.”
Sadegh-Hasaniwatcheda
numberofstageshowsinFITF,”
Ifoundtwoworksuniqueand
remarkableintermsofdirection
andstagedesign. Ofcourse,in
mostoftheworksofthestreet
section,youcouldseethe
motivationanddetermination
ofyoungartiststopresentbetter
work,whichispromising.”
Heexpressedhissatisfaction
withthevarietyofworksinFITF
2023.
“Thevarietyofworksinthe
streetsectionwasoneofthe
bestfeaturesofthe41stFITF,and
manydifferentworksandideas
canbeseen.y
Sadegh-Hasaniconsideredthe
holdingoftheFadjrregional

TheaterFestivalandthestrong

presenceofthewinnersofthese

festivalsastheturningpointof
the41stFITF.
(Theatreartistsinthecitiesare
ayoungandactivegeneration
whohavegoodideasforperfor-
mancesandiftheyhavemorefa-
cilities,theywillcertainly create
moremagnificentworks.”
Thejuryexplainedthedifference
betweenFITF2023with previous
editions.
(Theabsenceofprofessional
directorswasverynoticeablein
FITF2023;iftheyhadsomeshows
inthefestival,cityartistswould
haveabetteropportunitytogain
experience.)
Hedisclosedabouthiscriteria
forjudging.: “Therewillbe
moreinterstinShowsthatare
basedonlraniancultureand
thosethatpresentlranianmyths
andlranianhistoryandcultural,
social,economicand...society

issues.”



