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Pesyani Seeking for Different Styles

By As’ad Karam-Veiseh

Atila Pesyani says he writes
some of his plays based on
his dreams. He mentioned this
in a fall afternoon at Tehran
University’s Molavi Hall in a
session to review one of his
dramas.

Pesyani zooms in on real world
and fantasy in his works, most
of which feature images be-
tween truth and fancy. His
‘Richard III” is also the same.
He creates visual networks
through special and unique
spaces. One can say ‘Richard
III” is a follow up for the art-
ist’s two recent works ‘Tiki-
Taka’ and ‘The Zero Hour’.
Though having a different theme, ‘Richard III” is quite
similar to the two works in terms of style and manner.
‘Tiki-Taka’ is a modern work. It is far from a classi-
cal story, cliché narration and ordinary acts. The story
is always narrated in form of an irony through phone
conversations. And, it is actually a monolog because
the person on the other line is anonymous.

“The Zero Hour’ also revolves
around the same style. Howev-
er, the reality of the script for
‘Richard III’ is that it blends
Shakespeare’s diction with
Mohammad Charmshir’s vi-
sual adaptation and Pesyani’s
vocal and dreamlike speech.
Pesyani is a different director.
He has been praised and occa-
sionally criticized by critics.
As theater theorist Hans Le-
man puts, “During centuries,
theater has been defined in a
way that its incongruent qual-
ity--a systematically inherent
characteristic--is ~ automati-
cally understood and turned
into a motif. Theater blends all
schedules, activities and facili-
ties of human speech in form
of a miniature world. In theatrical terms, sound tech-
niques, set design and philosophy are retrieved all in
once. Nevertheless, a stage idea can be generated by
a combination of theoretic insight, technique, speech
and a poetic imagery.

Pesyani is not interested in poetic theater, but he fol-
lows a theatrical style based on difference.
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Pay Heed to the Youth

By Morteza
Ahmadi

Festivals have always provided an opportunity for new
talents and the young generation to express themselves.
One of the characteristics of such events is to introduce
street theater to familiarize people with this form of
art.

In countries which pay due attention to street theater,
ritual and traditional plays also gain importance. Ritual
theater can be performed in every Iranian city. Though,
some halls in provinces have been neglected, they can
provide opportunity for performing ritual theater. Mas-
ters of ritual theater should be invited to help promote
the art.

The municipality should also extend support in this regard. Cultural houses,
affiliated to municipality, boasts of suitable halls. Cooperation and coordina-
tion in this regard will pave the way for the youth to express themselves.
Otherwise, the modern urban phenomena place obstacles in the way of local
culture and national theater.

In recent decades, traditional sports halls (Zourkhaneh) and their friendly mi-
lieu have gone into oblivion due to the development of urbanization.

We have to emphasize on these cultural issues to get the youth acquainted
with. Fajr festivals as well as traditional and ritual festivals have played key
roles in reviving theater during these years. Such cultural events help intro-

duce young talents.
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