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Nat’l Theater, a Manifestation of
Virtues & Religious Beliefs
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All of Us Stanislavski’s Actors

By Jamshid Mashayekhi

For years after the 1979 Islamic Revolution, Iran's
theater was moving onward gradually along its
path, mostly influenced by revolutionary motifs.
Meanwhile, methods, and acting schools were fol-
lowed differently by our actors and actresses.

At the beginning of the 1980's, acting was mostly
romantic and based on emotions; therefore, Stan-
islavski's system was dominant. We, step by step,
shifted towards Brecht's rehearsal system. In my
opinion, we Iranians understand Stanislavski's
system much better due to our emotional person-
ality.

In fact, this rehearsal system is more attractive to

us and our performance improves in it. It was during the same period, that we produced some of the world's
greatest masterpieces based on the subject of revolution, which were not allowed to be worked on prior to
that date due to the opposition of Iran's former regime.

With the outbreak of Iraqi Imposed War, attention was also drawn to war as a new subject. Because on the
one hand it could motivate us for the war we were engaged in, and on the other hand it was considered as
a great model worldwide.

In the same period, artists such as Behzad Farahani focused on issues such as war and the world's revo-
lutions in their plays. Works like this, because of their concordance with the condition of our country at
that time, gained public acceptance. Works such as The Condemned of Altona, Mallet, Mother and Death
without Burial were welcomed by a broad spectrum of audiences.

A decade after these events can be viewed as an era in which the theoretic theater burgeoned, and Univer-
sity theater flourished.

In the 90s, academic growth in Iran caused an increase in training among the young artists and meanwhile,

the quality of festivals grew. More Universities were built.
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