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A Memorable Night
The Swedes at a 46-Year-Old Hall




An Eye-Catching Growth

During the past three decades, we have witnessed an incremental growth in terms
of holding festivals and theater events. This is a developing and pervasive trend.
All festivals in general and Fajr Festival in particular have had an eye-catching
growth.

In addition to the festivals’ growth, we have witnessed growth in modern theater.
Electronic space and industry have also been effective in theater scene. The early
years of the 2000 can be considered as an era in which eye-catching advances
have been made in modern theater.

In the aforementioned period, modern tools and technologies were used on the-
ater stage. Therefore, Nasr and Lalehzar theater halls were shut down during the
same time span. Sometimes, when traditional theater viewers went to the old
theater halls to see plays, they faced empty trolleys. Some of the masters of traditional theater became stay-
at-home or had a chance of performance only once a year.

But in the late 80s, we see a growing interest in traditional and ritual theaters among the young generation.
Nevertheless, one of the necessities of working in the field of traditional theater is to get familiar with this
art.

Often, young artists due to the lack of familiarity with this type of plays, face difficulties. Their plays aren’t
effective. The solution to this problem is to increase “training”. The conditions and grounds for training
should be prepared. We should make effort to completely familiarize the youth with the original and indig-
enous arts.

Currently, some festivals are the only opportunities where genuine Iranian plays can be performed. Ritual-
Traditional festival is an example of this kind of theater which is held biennially. This is while; continuity in
performing ritual-traditional plays is one of the methods for introducing this kind of theater. If these kinds
of theaters are performed continually, the young generation will find the opportunity to become familiar
with them.

I do believe that one solution to the cultural development is introducing this type of theater via training and
familiarizing the young generation with the national original plays of Iran.

Sa’di Afshar
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