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Job Definition in the Society

During the years after the 1979
Islamic Revolution, the theater,
besides being developed in dif-
ferent areas, was accompanied
by a growth in the guild and ju-
ridical activities.
One of the evolutions which
took place in the field of theater
during the 90s was the establish-
ment of theater home. It opened
a new route which led to getting
insurance for the artists as well
as forming the guild activities of
theater family. Prior to that, art-
ists dealt with a particular situ-
ation. Therefore, it is necessary
that I provide you with a brief
review of the historical back-
ground of this guild process.
Previously, those who were ac-
tive in the field of theater were
covered by the Organization of Administrative and Em-
ployment Affairs. There was no certain definition for this
profession in the Social Security Organization. At that
time, most of the artists, including me, were employed by
the Theater Administration. The employment letter was
issued by the Organization of Administrative and Em-
ployment letter.
At that time, the artists’ specialty (whether actor/actress
or director) was mentioned separately in the letter. There
were also complementary insurance.

But later on changes occurred. Organizational posts

were no more transferable to
others. They expired. There-
fore, the young generation did
not have any insurance. Being
an artist was not a profession.
But in the 90s following much
effort we succeeded to insure the
artists. The Theater House used
to do the follow up to insure the
artists. Other art houses might
have followed this issue as well.
Several meetings were held with
the Ministry of Cooperatives,
Labor and Social Welfare. They
accepted to grant insurance to
the artists after much follow-
up. A guideline was also issued
under the title of “Producers’
Guideline”.

This guideline determined the
way artists could get insurance.
Items including education, occupational background
and etc. were specified in the guideline. This plan had
an advantage. About eight percent of the insurance
was paid by the artist and the rest was procured via the
fund. In addition to this issue, a plan was drawn up for
the evaluation of the artists.

This activity was resumed in the 70s. The evaluation plan
included all the artists. Anybody could ask for an art de-
gree. Currently, the diploma degree of an artist with a re-
markable background in art might be regarded as equiva-
lent to Bachelor of Arts degree or Master of Arts degree.
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A Well-Formed Expression

Nowadays, most of theatrical forms use different tools to stage
a performance. For example a puppet show involves move-
ment design and puppetry. Many expression tools are applied,
and to convey this emotion necessary movements are designed;
because the continuity in the emotion of an actor or actress is
expressed through movement.

Basically, movement is effective outside the issue of staging.
Designing and developing the movement as an element in the
theater was formed after the 90s. Therefore in the 90s, the
field of movement design was expanded. Then, we felt that we
should use our own facilities.

In the current decade, I used the potentials and capacities of
the Persian poems and literature as a technique to perform a
theater based on the form and movement. Therefore, we began to use ancient and prominent
Persian poems. We used the poems of the five lucent stars of the Persian poem sky more
than other poets’ poems.

Poems of Sa’di, Ferdowsi, Hafez, Rumi and Khayyam were used effectively in the process
of movement design. We had learned to produce a play based of a poem. We might have
thought with ourselves that Rumi is not less than Shakespeare.

Of course, at the beginning, the fear that this idea might fail had caused difficulty for us.
But with god’s blessing the project progressed successfully. This style gained a great public
acceptance. And other experts and form designers continued this new method and route.
In the 80s, more innovations were introduced in the performing expression. Industry and
technology have also entered the field of design. Therefore, in our latest works we even
used video projection.
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