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The Sound of 'Fajr-e Muhammadi'

These days it is interesting to
watch ‘Pardehkhani’ perfor-
mances themed on the 1979
Islamic Revolution and ‘Sacred
Defense’--the resistance put up
by Iranians during the 1980-88
Irag-Iran war.

Pardehkhani is a form of
‘Naqqali’, traditional Persian
performance dedicated to tragic
stories of Muslim leaders espe-
cially the Shiite imams.
Distinguished performers of
Nagqgali such as Master Abol-
hassan Mirza-Ali, Master Mo-
hammad Ahadi, masters Rasoul
and Mohsen Mirza-Ali and
Master Abolfazl Varmazyar
have had many such perfor-
mances.

Varmazyar performed ‘Fajr-e
Muhammadi’ (Dawn of Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be
upon Him)) at City Theater’s Main Hall during the on-
going 30th Fajr International Theater Festival.

“This year, the festivities for the 33rd anniversary of the
1979 Islamic Revolution coincided with the birth anni-
versary of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). Thus the per-
formance begins with the advent of Islam and then turns
to the Islamic Revolution,” Varmazyar said.

The artist said his Pardehkhani is exclusive for the 30th
Fajr Festival, and this is the first time such a story is
narrated.

Varmazyar has made use of a 3.5x2.5 square meter
wall, designed by Farshid and Arash Lotfi, to perform

Reverberates

the show. “It features modern
design techniques as well as
ancient elements which appeal
to the audience. The play is also
inspired by poems by Jannati-
Ataei, Elhami-Kermanshahi
and even the classical Persian
poet Abolgasem Ferdowsi,” he
said.

‘Fajr-e Muhammadi’ depicts
the social and political condi-
tions in Saudi Arabia during
the time Prophet Muhammad
was born. As Varmazyar puts,
“this is similar to Iran’s condi-
tions before the victory of the
Islamic Revolution. Indeed,
the advent of Islam in the Arab
world is analogous to the dawn
of Islamic Revolution in Iran.
And, Abraha in the Year of the
Elephant (570 AD) represents the dictatorship during the
reign of the Pahlavi regime.”

Commenting on the performance, he said, “Prophet Mu-
hammad (PBUH) was born at a time when there was no
sign of the religions of Abraham, Moses and Jesus in the
world. God had promised that he will always send his
revelations to people through his messengers. Thus, in
the Year of the Elephant, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
was born.”

“The 1979 was quite like the year Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) was born. The bullying regime was destroying
the nation, but it collapsed following the victory of the
Islamic Revolution,” he concluded.

bp



Salute to the 30th Scene

By Omid Biniaz

When you sit behind an old worn desk in a newspaper office in an old
street of Tehran; and read interviews with artists of the three last genera-
tions, you will indeed praise them.

Iranian theater in the past three decades has done a great job. Theoretic
information, knowledge, and use of modern techniques as well as a dif-
ferent artistic language, has made distinguished stars out of the artists of
our generation.

One may have a semiotic interpretation of the geometrics of the stage,
while another may present a simple poetic adaptation of logic or math-
ematics for the audience.

The 30th Fajr Festival has three characteristics, namely commitment,

technique and theory. These elements are rare for such an occasional event. Folklore Theater
has also a lot to say. This theatrical form, with the help of young and energetic artists, is flour-
ishing and will broaden its horizons in the modern Iranian theater!

Street Theater is also influential. Many creative ideas are formed on the street, in front of the
audience and their world and dreams. The border between life and play is lifted; fascinated by
a story, a passenger becomes part of the play. Street theater as a complement to stage theater
appeals to the audience.

A review of the works by Iranian youth participating in the 30th Fajr Festival was a great
honor. As a representative of one of the theatrical troupes, affiliated to Iranian press, I cherish

the nostalgic memory of this professional event as the best during my working period.
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Biniaz is a member of the International Association of Theater Critics
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