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estival in brief

Loan Khetagouri, Juror of Int’l Competition:

Theater Market, a Greative
Beginning for Int) Participation

Loan Khetagouri holds a
PhD in the world theater
studies. He is also an
international expert of
theater studies, cultural
policymaking, cultural
management and theatrical
studies. He is a jury
member of international
competition of the 28th
Fadjr International Theater
Festival.

He is in Iran for the second
time because he has
started studies on theater
since age of 16, having
comprehensive knowledge
of Iran theater.

The difference between
the ongoing and previous
festival is its theater market,
he said.

“Theater market is a

Brian Dooley, Juror of Int’l Competition:
“Theater for All” Exceptional

creative start for presence
in international scene,” the
expert maintained.

He was pleased over
participation of Iranian
theater groups in the
market.

“This indicates their
preparation to cooperate
with other countries,
showing potentials for
progress and interaction,”
he noted.

On criteria for judging
works, the expert said such
a thing does not exist.

“The only important thing
is presence of an art of high
standard,” he said.

No difference in language
or country could be a
hurdle if a real art exists,
he concluded.

Brian Dooley is producer, director,

physical conditions and expansion.

performer, dramatist, assistant art
director and manager of Village
Theater. He is a member of the jury of
international section of the festival.

He has come to Iran with no knowledge
of the country’s theater. His mind is
blank and virgin about Iran theater.

He has come to evaluate works.

On place of Fadjr theater festival
among international festival, Dooley
said, “It is not fair to compare a festival
with another one. Each festival is
arranged based on culture of its
society.” He added that Fadjr festival
is comparable with other festivals in

Butitis not fair to compare it with others :
for content and quality of works. .

Dooley termed as interesting the :
slogan of “Theater for All.”

“This is an exceptional saying, showing
that there are all kinds of plays for all :
types of people.”

On his criteria for judging the works, :
Dooley said that each jury member :
tackles and judges a special section.

If you want to know view of each jury :
member separately, you should take a :
look into his/her background and the :
profession and the theater world they :
are coming from.

Yvonne Franquinet
Juror of Int’l Competition

Finding Yong talents

Yvonne Franquinet, the jury member of the festival

: said that she had low information on Iran theater.

“I came here with a blank mind to find knowledge
after seeing the plays,” she said. “I have a curious

+ mind because of my profession which is finding young
. talents for a production institute | am working with. The

talented youth who perform well but their works are

. not seen.” Yvonne added that she wanted to find out

how much attention is paid to young talents in other
countries. She termed as intellectual, fouced and deep
the works in the festival. “I witnessed that the plays
and directions were traditional. However, plays like
. Shakespeare’s Macbeth were staged as well. The

* vast diversity is a significant.”
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Rashidi, Juror of
Int’l Section:

Judgment, an
Artistic-Creative
Process

“As a jury member of
international section
of a festival like Fadjr, |
remind you that you need
judgment for every simple
decision of your life either
during shopping or in an
artistic festival. You make
comparison and what you
choose is the result of your
judgment,” said Davoud
Rashidi.

A theater festival either is
focusing on a special topic
or a collection of matters;
it could have some points
for you to make judgment,
added Rashidi.

Various issues should
be taken into account in
judging plays in a festival,
Rashidi said.

“The jury member will have
in mind all the yardsticks
including what kind of a
play is the one you are
watching? Why has been
selected, why it has been
performed at that time and
by that group, what issue
it is raising, what are the
musts for its performance,
how it approaches today’s
issues and s it able to
convey its messages and
..., explained the noted
stage and cinema actor.

The jury member, he said,
would compare the present
and previous works of the
troupe as well. The jurors
will even give scores to plays
because of their countries
of origin or performance, he
added. The jury members
usually talk about the play
while judging and learn from
one another in the course of
judgement. Judgment is a
subjective process; a juror
can not put a play on an
escalator and give it scores
after weighting them “As an
artist creates and stages its
work with his/herimagination,
a juror would judge the play
with its idea, background,
experience and knowledge,”
Rashidi said, stressing that
judgment is an artistic and
creative task.

Dr. Seyyed Mohammad Hosseini, Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance:

Festival, Gredit & Reputation of Ministry

Abbas Abdolalizadeh:
New appointments
were made in
departments of
the Ministry of
Culture and Islamic
Guidance since the
incumbent minister,
Seyyed Mohammad
Hosseini has taken
the office. Hosseini,
however, retained
his deputy for
artistic affairs and
managing director
of Dramatic Art
Department to

“But festival is
the credit and
reputation of the
Culture Ministry.”

The minister
pictured a bright
perspective ahead
of regional theater
as well as presence
of Iran theater in the
international theater
scene.

Fadjr Theater
Festival is the
most important
theater event
in the country.

This is your first
experience with
the festival. What
is your opinion
about the event?

The country has
numerous festivities
in February (the
month of the
victory of the
Islamic Revolution).
Theater festival,
held simultaneously
along with film and
music festivals,
is of paramount
importance. | have

way. | think | would
use my experiences
of organizing this
edition to hold
the next festivals
better.
Ourcultureisarich
and noble Islamic
and Iranian one. We
can find good topics
to show splendor
of the nation. We
must be more
cautious toward
choosing such
subjects. Despite
cold-shoulder from

the post for them
to be able to
organize the 28th
Fadjr International
Theater Festival
properly. In an
interview with Mr
Hosseini, his views
on status of theater
were sought.

Hosseini believed
that implementation
of artistic matters
should not face gap
to help responsible
officials hold the
festival in a proper
manner.

He termed as
more successful
the ongoing festival
compared to its
previous editions,
adding that not
ministry’s whole
activities should be
limited to festivals.

been asked about
my approach
toward the festivals
since the very first
day of taking the
office. My answer
is that all issues
should seriously
been pursued. No
gap is welcomed.
This is why we
had the least new
appointments in the
artistic department
to make organizing
the festivals
possible. | do not
limit all activities
of the ministry to
holding of festivals.
But | understand
that holding a
festival shows
different aspects
of artistic activities.
| have joined the
ministry in the half-

certain people trying
to discourage (the
people), thespians
acted normally,
showing a strong
participation in
the 28th Fadjr
International
Theater Festival.

How much
comprehensive
is the theater? Do
you have plans
for supporting
regional theaterand
stronger presence
in international
scene?

Studies carried
out in various
fields indicate
that the ongoing
festival has been
more successful in
majority of fields
compared to the
previous editions.

This doesn’t mean
that this is the
(maximum) capacity
of the country’s
theater. We have
more untapped
potential. We are
witnessing that a
great number of
young talents are
working along with
theater veterans.
Provincial visits
show that the
country boasts
creative, talented
and capable youth
in regions. We are
going to promote
regional theater.
Infrastructures
should be prepared
in cities which
have no facilities
for having theater
festivals similar to
the Fadijr film festival
in ten provinces
concurrently.
Serious steps
should be taken
with regard to
international
presence.
Plans should
be implemented
next year to
invite neighboring
countries, ECO
member states as
well as countries
with strong theater
background to the
festival. We try to
be more active to
encourage countries
to participate in the
festival. Iran can
serve as focal point
of theater in the
region and the world.
Theatrical groups
would become
familiar with our
culture closely.

They can convey
the message of our
revolution to their
countries in their
return.The affairs slow
down when a senior
official changes. But
the same is not true
forthe Culture Ministry
and we are witnessing
an organized festival
in the ongoing
edition.




named by Kayhan as an
emerging young talent.

Co-starring with a
famous actor brought
many stress and
motivation for her. But
her good and strong
acting coupled with
self-confidence and
braveness etched her
memory in the history
of Iran theater. The
cooperation was a
good memory for both
of us.

Henceforth, | chased
her works either as a
manger or in theater,
believing that she works
with love. Her name is
word of mouth.Theater is
a difficult profession and
those can continue who
work with love.

| hope her fond would
increase day by day
and | could see a more
successful manager,
director and actress in
the future.
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Mohammad-Hadi Namvar-Rad

A Son of Gorgan

Manouchehr Akbarlou:Mohammad-Hadi
Namvar-Rad was born in northern city of Gorgan
50 years ago. His hometown has always been a
hub of theater of the country.

His debut was direction and writing of “Mirage”
in 1975. The play participated in the 1975 festival
of regional theater.

He directed “Veis and Ramin”in 1977, participating
in the third festival of regional theater.

Namavar went on with writing “Saleh the Miller”
in 1981 in Tabriz, staging the work a year later in
Tehran Theater Complex.

His “The Sound of Bell in Fog” was directed
by Farrokh Zahedi in 1985, putting the spotlight
on Namvar in the Fadjr International Theater
Festival.

The play collected numerous awards including
the best playwright in the festival.

Namvar brought on stage “Gazor” a year later,
participating in the Fadjr International Theater
Festival. His “Fishermen”, directed by Ghodratollah
Salehi, was named the best play of the Fadjr
festival in 1988. In 1989, audience watched “A
Simple Narration.”

He wrote “Long Afternoon” later which brought for
him awards from Yazd regional festival.

The played staged in Fadjr festival in 2001.

The Fadjr festival hosted a work by Namvar-Rad
in 2003. “Stone Plain” received awards for best
direction and play.

His latest participation in the festival dates back
to 2009 when he wrote “Lotus”.

estival in brief

Behrouz Gharibpour,
From Puppet Show to
Cultural Management
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Bahareh Borhani : Puppets have been
accompanying Behrnouz Gharibpour since
childhood. He has not lost its love for puppets even
today. He is in love with puppet shows, cooperating
with “Iran” puppet show group. The group is
comprised of veteran puppeteers including Reza
Khamsei and Isa Razmjou as well as educated
puppeteers. They staged a precise version of
Soltan Salim.

Gharibpour said earlier that he was not interested
in playing like other kids during childhood.

He was very good in imitating voices, talking
instead of his various puppets.

Gharibpour started acting at the age of 14.

Despite his serious face, he was interested in
comedy.

Gharibpour became so popular in comedy that
he beat out rivals.

Immediately after his admittance to the university,
he was invited to join the university’s puppet show
(kheime shabbazi) group.

The traditional show was revived after years of
decline. He left Iran for a scholarship in Italy later.

He headed theater department of the Institute for
Intellectual Education of Children and Young Adults
in his return in 1980. He founded Isfahan puppet
theater center where he staged three successful
plays of “Role of Baby Crow and Fox,” “Green in
Green Trip,” and “Grandpa and Radish.”

Gharibpour returned to Tehran concurrent with
appointment of Gholamhossein Karbaschi as
Tehran mayor. Henceforth, his name was etched
in the history of Iran culture as a successful
manager.

Gharibpour turned Tehran’s slaughter house into
a cultural complex.

He replaced a garrison in Tehran’s Iranshahr
street to Artists House, constructed Vanak cultural/
sport complex, established first district Culture
House in Darabad neighborhood in northern Tehran
and ....

But listing all the above credits is not enough to
describe the important role played by Gharibpour
in Iran art and culture.
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Manouchehr Akbarlou :Mohammad Reza
Khaki is 60 years old now. Born in western
city of Kermanshah, Khaki headed to Tehran
to study performing arts in the Faculty of Fine
Arts. Khaki took pen to write about theater and
still holding it.

He was graduated from performing arts in
bachelor level in 1979. Leaving Iran for Paris, he
studied psychology in the beginning. He holds
a master degree of theater from Saint Denis
University of Paris.

He spent four year on obtaining a diploma in
theater studies from the same university.

Khaki took a PhD in theater in 1991 from
Sorbonne University. He devoted his time to
researches after graduation. He became a
member of theater research department of
Saint-Dennis University. Khaki also cooperated
with a group conducting studies on organized
theatrical behaviors. Returning to the country in
the early 1990s, he became a scientific member
of direction department of Tarbiat Modarres
(instructor training) University’s Art Faculty.

He is currently teaching in various
universities.

Khaki has written papers on 20th century
developments of theater, France theater, works
of Samuel Beckett, dramaturgy and relations
between director and dramatist. Khaki has
held numerous research seminars. He joined
a council in charge of compiling the country’s
20-Year Vision Plan for theater in 2005. Khaki
is also a member of the International Theatre
Institute (ITT), which is run by the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

'Passions of Being -

Atila Pesiani

Ali Asghar Dashti: Atila Pesiani is an important
person not because of what | say or what you
judge but because of domestic and international
place he occupies. Whether | or you like his
works or not, he is important,...

Atila Pesiani resists situation and has
conditions for resistance. Not everybody has
such capabilities. He reacts sometimes but not
only to defend the artistic works but to defend
“democracy of creation in theater.”

He stands against the thing (behavior) which
violates borders of a reasonable criticism or
difference in theatrical tastes.

He is a man, defending his humane integrity.
He has sympathetically endeavored to defend
“democracy of creation in theater.”

Even his family and children are not immune
to such one-sided (rigid) approach.

Atila reacts to such situation, sometimes with
aggressive language. This is the same Atila we
have been made. He is way ahead of us now.

He does not insist on loving him. He does
not take his identity from his “acclaimers”
or “deniers,” Those who try to destroy his
identity.

| express my congratulation to dear “Atila
Pesiani” for the 20th anniversary of troupe “bazi.”
| wish he would remain young forever.
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Pari Saberi:This
is my first memory of
Maryam Motarf. It dates
back to 35 years ago
when she was a student
of direction and acting in
the Faculty of Fine Arts.
| was working to stage
“The Lesson” by Eugene
lonesco and wanted to
introduce a new talent to
the theater field.

I made a call for a female
performer, a young
girl, Maryam Motaref,
grabbed my attention.
She was supposed
to costar with one of
the renowned lranian
actors Mohammad Ali
Keshavarz.

| was taking a risk
because the text
was compiled for two
performers, a master and
his student.

| believed in my choice
and the play was staged
so successfully that
Maryam Motaref was
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