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Mohammad-Hossein Imani-Khoshkhou, Deputy Culture Minister for Artistic Affairs

Acnievqments of Festival Develop Theater

-

Mohammad-Hossein
Imani-Khoshkhou,
who has supported
the festival for six
consecutive years as
deputy culture minister,
sees participation of
thespians from different
cities of the country
as well as progress of
regional theater as a
strong point.

He believes that the 28
Fadjr Theater Festival is
well above of previous
editions in quality and
quantity as well as
diversity.

The official insisted that
the number of individuals
who are deprived of
seeing plays must be
reduced at a time the
number of interested
audiences is growing.

He reiterated that the
ongoing festival is the
best of all editions of the
event in quality, quantity
and diversity.

Views of audiences
and artists as well as
stories carried by media

prove this, he added.
“Generally, the Fadjr
Theater Festival is
expected to be the
peak of theater in the
country.”
Imani-Khoshkhou said
that the festival as the
turning point of theater
movement in the country
has roads ahead.
Efforts should be taken
to improve national
theater, especially for
young theater artists who
have been separated
from rich cultural,
national and indigenous
achievements and found
no serious excuse and
required opportunities to
work on the fields.
Another point is to
improve international
aspect of the festival,
meaning that it should
open a new horizon to
international events.
Deputy Culture
Minister talks about
effects of post-election
unrest on the festival.
Apart from domestic

groups, enemies of the
country which couldn’t
tolerate development
of the country found an
opportunity to create
obstacles in the way of
progress of Iran. These
enemies have wished
to see a weak lIran
throughout the history.

Progress of the country
in any field would prevent
access of enemies to
this territory. Fortunately,
our artists enjoy high
intelligence. Festival is not
asymbolicand ceremonial
event. It is a place for
presentation of art.

Referring to growing
tendency towards theater
across the country,
Imani-Khoshkhou
said that non-Tehrani
artists are witnessing
improvement in supports
and facilities.

Most of plays in regional
theaters are improved,
problems facing halls are
removed and managers
of halls are prepared for
performances.

Referring to a change in
his official responsibility
in near future, Imani-
Khoshkhou said that
each manager would
change one day. What
is the source of hope is
the growing wave of art
and theater. This wave
has reached a place that
change in management
would notinflictany harm
onit.

“I have no doubt that
any manager would
know how to move along
with the wave,” Imani-
Khoshkhou said.

“Insh’Allah, thanks to
solidarity and assistance
of thespians, they would
help the government
and guide it to execute
its cultural policies
aimed at increasing the
capacity,” he said.

Referring to his
management
experiences in the past
four-five years, Imani-
Khoshkhou said that a
bright picture is ahead for
the country’s theater.
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Sohrab Salimi is known

among theater circle as a
director seeking new language
in theater. He loves to introduce
the world’s great dramatists to
Iran theater. Salimi is staging
“Sentimental Tectonics” in
two sections; international
competition and review of Iran
theater. He seeks his own social
elements in his adaptation
of dramatist Eric-Emanuel
Schmitt.

One of my targets is to recruit
young forces with high spirit in
my performances, said Salimi.

On his interest in Schmitt,
he explained that he is a

French dramatist, writing in §

an environment which is very
different from Iran’s. “But, his

work is in the hand of Sohrab |
Salimi and | want to add my |

social elements to it while
keeping its main theme intact.”

“I believe the description of
Schmitt of love is the same all
over the world,” Salimi added.

The director said, “l wanted to
take a new look into this work.
But | stage this play without
change in the festival to see
the reaction of people who have
always been my main judges
and | have received proper
reaction from them.”

“General’s Swords” by Massoud Mousavi

A Blend of WWII

“General’'s Swords”, written by
Qodrat Fathi, hinges on the World
War Il. A partisan group fighting
against Germans is revealed. Two
out of 12 fighters remain alive. The
two reunite after twenty years to
find the traitors.

In addition to performances, stage
decoration plays an important role

in “General’s Swords”.

Lighting is carefully designed
in the play, benefitting from non-
electricity lights to help audience
feel situation and actors.

Costumes are realistic, meaning
that they are based on WWII and
geographical specifications and
characters.

Music is carefully selected based
on the history and geography of
the work, making a combination
of styles.

Some songs of the World War
II, translated in Persian, are heard
during the performance.

The environment of performance
is in a way that the audience warns

oneself, “Don’t Laugh!”

The surrounding environment
is also imposed on him/her even
before taking a seat.

It can be said that no time is
wasted during the performance
from surprising start through the
end of the play, the audience would
surely have a new experience.

New Experiences/Othello by Atefeh Tehrani

When Body Talks

Atefeh Tehrani experienced
her theater direction debut last
year. She started her career as
a director with “Read”. Tehrani’'s
“Nargese Siah (Black Narcissus)”
has adopted an experimental
approach towards performing
movements. On why she chose
Othello, Tehrani said that the
group wanted to work on a play
which includes both dialogue
and movement.

“We wanted to stage language
of body.”

Tehrani said that she had
inclination toward a classic play
with numerous performances.

“I am fond of Shakespeare.
| think Othello is the most
attractive among his plays
because we see the peak of
conflict of personalities in this
play.”

She added that an individual
can see love and hate, trust
and distrust among the people

in this play.

On how the group made
adaptation to the play, Tehrani
said, “We tried to expand
movement techniques. We
tried many movements and
increased their function,” she
explained.

The group took 200 photos
of the movements of which 40
were finally selected, Tehrani
added. These pictures are final
and have the ability to convey
messages in term of aesthetics
and functions.

On changes made on the
play for performance, Tehrani
said that some scenes on talks
among court people, heads of
states and war were deleted.

Other scenes which had
less narration ability were
also cut such as when and
why lago became jealous and
why Othello wanted to take
revenge. [




“Seven Against THEBES” is based on the one of the
greatest ancient Greek masterpiece plays named Edipo
the King. Alvaro Arcos, the Colombian director of the
play said This masterpiece, despite its ancestral origin,
is about warS, a topical issue like the one that has been
happening for years between Iraq and EEUU, or the
armed fight that has taken placed in Colombia during the
last 40 years, or even family>s conflicts where at the end,
is all about survival of the fittest. The play starts with a
celebration, to the life, opposite to the ending, which is
about death, funerals, carrying the bodies of the carved
up brothers killed each other, struggling to find a grave
to let them rest in peace.

This Colombian version of Edipo is going to be staged
in Fadjr International Theatre Festival by Cali Teatro
company, a private non-profit foundation, founded by
Alvaro Arcos in 1989, which aims to help with the magic
of the scenic world in particular and the art in general. It
is an institution made and consolidated through patient,
discipline, with specific objectives and targets. Its doors
are always open to theatre directors, authors, actors,
actresses, musicians, dancers which come from different
sectors of the city, or remote places of Colombia or
the rest of the world, to those which work for a better
tomorrow in order to help people seeking knowledge.

Alvaro Arcos was born in Pasto - Colombia, in 1947,
after finishing secundary school, he was accepted in
the Theatre College of Fine Arts of Cali - Colombia
(Escuela de Teatro de Bellas Artes) from 1964 to 1970
and achieved the Diploma of Professional Studies in
Dramatic Arts.

“And God Said”, a play
by Greece director Avra
Sidiropoulou which is going to be
performed in Fadjr International
Theatre Festival takes place
in a time-less, a-local space.
It is happening within a post-
apocalyptic setting, where
the irredeemable catastrophe
has swept away all meaning,
memory and time as a shared
past and imagined future.
Stranded in this landscape are
a man and a woman with a baby.
Unable to communicate, since
all the parameters of sense and
of personal and interpersonal
history are erased, the man and
the woman hold fast onto the
baby as their ultimate existential
reference. The baby, who must
be fed when all resources of
nourishment and of sense have
been pulverized, becomes
the living picture of human
defencelessness. A picture
more than ever pregnant with
meaning in the days of a nearly
complete ecological dissolution
of our world.

Avra Sidiropoulou - the director
- is the artistic director of the
not-for-profit Persona Theatre
Company, which has received
state subsidy by the Hellenic
Ministry of Culture, as well
as by the Hellenic Culture
Organization, the Onassis
Foundation, the Costopoulos
Foundation and the European
Union and through which she
has directed in several theatre
stages in Athens.

Persona Theater Company
is made up of international
artists working in the theater,
dance and the visual arts. The
company was founded by stage
director Avra Sidiropoulou and
its members have presented
their work in Europe and the
U.S. in close collaboration. The
company was created with a
view to establishing a bridge
of communication between
East and West, simultaneously
promoting modern Greek writing
abroad and making possible
collaboration among artists from
all over the world.
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The 28th Fadjr International Theater
Festival introduced the nominees
for poster competition section of the

event.

The jury of poster competition includes
Ali Rafiee, Bahram Kalhornia and

Massoud Sepehr.

They named eight top favorites
including Homayoun Ghanizadeh
for “Agamemnon,” Mehdi Pakdel
for “Untimely Sleep of Hourieh,”
Yahya Pakdel for “Rhinoceros,”
Hossein Ghazanchi for “Niavaran Play
Reading,” Amir Esmi for “Nighmares
of a Coward Traitor Old Man,” Reza
Babajani for “A Man With Flower in
Mouth,” and Morteza Atabaki for “The

China Wall.”

The top winners of Iran section of the
festival will be awarded in a ceremony

to be held on January 28.
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The International Association
of Theater Critics (IATC)
is participating in the 28th
Fadjr International Theater
Festival.

The association is going
to judge at two sections;
panorama and new experience

of the festival along with two
members of Iran’s National
Critic Association.

IATC President Yun-Cheol
Kim from South Korea, IATC
Honorary President lan Herbert
from Britain and IATC Honorary
Secretary General Maria Helena

Serodio from Portugal as well as
Mehrdad Rayani-Makshous and
Mehdi Nasiri are jury members
of the two sections.

The international jurors of the
association will also award the
best actor and actress, music,
playwright and set decorators

of the two sections.

This is for the first time in
the theater festivals that IATC
evaluates works in a festival
and award special prizes to
winners.

The festival will warp up on
Jan. 31.

Record Reporter |

n Press Confab

festival was broken.

Relations Office reported.

150.

for Fadjr festival.

The record of attendance of
reporters in conferences of
the Fadjr international theater

The number of reporters
attended the last press
conference of the 28th Fadjr
International Theater Festival
reached 210, festival’s Public

The highest number of
reporters who participated
in press conferences of
Dramatic Art Center was

The new number is a record
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