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The 28th Fadjr Intermational Theater Festival
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KKhorasan Theater, Bright
Future Ahead

Razavi
Khorasan
province, in
northeastern lIran,
is home to the holy
shrine of the eight
Shiite Imam Reza
(AS). The province
has been active in
theater field.

Seyyed Javad Jafari,
director of Razavi
Khorasan Culture
and Islamic Guidance
Department, talked
about supports
extended to the
province’s theatre
groups, aresponsibility
that falls on the
department.

Razavi National
Theater Festival is
a step taken in this
regard. Top plays of
the third and seventh
Razavi theater festival
including “Golden
Pigeon” and “A Girl
who Saw Khatoune
Maghrebi” are taking
part in the festival of
festivals section of
the ongoing Fadjr
International Theater
Festival.

“We Are From
Same Neighborhood”
by Reza Saberi
from Mashhad is
participating as guest
in the festival.

Jafari talked about
his department in an
interview.

Howdoyouevaluate
theatrical activities
in Razavi Khorasan
province?

It has been years
that theater is
being actively and
extensively followed
in the province.
Khorasan is a cultural,
historical and civilized
province, being active
in all art fields. This
brings creation in
art affairs for the
province.

The government has
supported software
and hardware used in
cultural field in recent

years. As a result,
the quality of theater
in the province has
improved.

What are your
supportive programs
for theater groups?

Supports are
extended in three

categories; first
backing of veteran
and successful theater
figures, interested
theater groups and
adopting a professional
approach toward
theater. Amateur and
experimental troupes
are also brought under
support umbrella
because they are future
talents of theater.

“Theater for All”
program is also
held each year with
the cooperation of
municipality’s cultural
department. Public
can watch various
plays in two theater
halls, according to the
program.

What educational
and research plans
are on your agenda?

Educational
workshops in which
instructors teach
students are held. The
workshops are not run
by classic academic
methods.

In other word, the
workshops are
organized on stage.
Results have been
good.

Howdoyou prioritize
plays for public
performance?

Plays on topics like

Razaviandlocal culture,
sacred defense (Iran-
Iraq war), martyrdom
and sacrifice culture
are given first priority.
We provide such
plays maximum of our
supports.

Privatization tops the
government agenda.
What have you done
in this respect?

Whole theater groups
which gets permit from
the department are
affiliated to private sector.
But the government
supports them to help
them stand on feet.
Therefore, privatization
in theater happens
considering the backing
each group needs.

How have you
been informed of
problems?

A council titled
“Theater Coordination
Council” is established.
All officials involved
in theater field are
member of the council.
The council has 12
members now. One
of my advisors is also
assigned to attend its
meetings.

Other regional and
provincial councils
are active which their
decisions are executed
after evaluation.

One of the headaches of
many festivals is high number
of works initially submitted. This
huge number of submissions is
an extra pressure on secretariat of
any festival. The festivals usually
solve the problem by dividing
their tasks. On the other hand,
the juries which usually have a
uniform views in evaluation of text
stage, face differences when they
are reviewing the plays. There is
no escape from such differences
of views.

The 28th Fadjr International
Theater has various sections.
A permanent group took the
responsibility of picking the works.
The members of the group are the
same of High Selection Council’s.
They intended to bring consistency
in targets and policymaking of the
festival.

Establishment of the council
helped the ongoing festival to be
more consistent. The problem that
a group of experts in charge of
selection of submissions considers
some plays strong and others
weak did not occur thanks to this
uniformity. We had witnessed
such differences in the past. Such
problems had raised doubt over
impartiality of selecting experts.
The uniformity of the council,
however, helped the ongoing
festival to stage away from such
speculations.

The task was divided in a
way that the council had same
members in different groups in
charge of selection of submitted
works. In other word, at least one
or two members of the council
watched the works along with
selection groups. This is reason
behind consistency in selection
of participants in the festival. We
do not see weak and strong works
besides one another. | hope this
procedure would continue in the
future.
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“Arghavan” by Ahmad Iranikhah

Ahmad Iranikhah is a

young performer and director.

He founded Experimental
Theater Workshop in 1993.

Iranikhah staged works of
Maliheh Moradi Jafari (his wife)
in recent years, taking strong
steps in the theater field.

“Arghavan” narrates the story
of a woman who is seeking
to find writer of novel which is
similar to her life story.

On the idea of the play,
Iranikhah said that we work
together, meaning an idea may
reach to his mind and his wife
writes it like that of “The Secret
of Aquarium of Mr Jean.”

But the idea of “Arghavan”

occurred to Mrs Moradi herself,
he added, terming the play
new.

Iranikhah believed that the play
has a mythological structure
but its difference is the dual
langue the writer has used. It
has both formal and colloquial
language.

The language is the first thing
the audience is being attracted
to the play, he said, adding that
the other attractive characteristic
of “Arghavan” is that it happens
in mansion.

“The writer has thought how to
tell the story of female prisoners
of war sweetly for audience not
to back off.”

- N ‘&i W
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“Mud” by Yaser Khaseb

Iran theater goers know Yaser
Khaseb for complicated and
physical structure of his plays. He
is the director who staged “Mud”
three years ago in the wintry streets
of Tehran for street section of the
Fadjr International Theater.

The play is the guest of the
28th Fadjr International Theater
Festival after some changes in
text and performance.””Mud” was
created three years ago in our
workshop’s rehearsals. We could
have mud during our outdoor
rehearsals,” he said, adding that
the group had to make changes
during indoor rehearsals.“Most
theater movements date back to
my childhood when | did physical
and spiritual movements,” Khaseb
said. “Mud” is a physical theater,

being conveyed to the audience
only through body movements.

“Mud” is description of situation
that a man tries to create a new
thing, ignoring the fact that his
creation may finally lead to his
change. The play tries to depict this
difficult and complicated physical
and emotional condition.

The audience would finally
understand hardships a simple
labor tolerates to do his job.

Khaseb has performed the play in
foreign countries for several times.

He has recently staged “Mud,”
“Mysterious Gifts” and “Mother Land
for one month in the United States.

“Mud” was named by Seattle
Outdoor Theater Festival in 2009
as the play with the highest number
of audience.

“Entrance Fifth”’by Rasoul Naqgavi

Hero, Searching
One Not Born

Rasoul Nagavi has
started career as director,
performer and playwright
in 1989. A student of
educational management,
Nagavi has participated in
numerous theater festivals
since 1999. His last play
“Three Volume” was staged
in Mowlavi hall recently.

“Entrance Fifth” is
participating in panorama
of Iran theater section.
It tells the story of an
urban hero seeking for
his successor. He tries
people of the city with the
assistance of his family.
The hero finds out that the
people are not ready yet to
be his successor.

“The play moves ahead

based on the “jealousy”
theme and pursues
emotional challenges of
people,” said the director.

Therefore, the people
gathering to choose the
next leader should reach
belief. The hero, Naqavi
said, is symbol of a current
intending to spread justice
and goodness.

A group which sees its
interests at stake creates
obstacles.

These hurdles cause
many incidents happen.

“By the way, it is true that
we have chosen a special
period of time for narrating
the story, but the accounts
do belong to any time,”
Naqavi noted.




About «Pazzi» from Swiss
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This creation was inspired by the life of Marie
Madeleine de Pazzi, holy Florentine whose written,
mysticism and spirituality strongly influenced the
Florence’s XVlle

century.

Pazzi describes the life of an inflexible and
fascinating woman who dedicates completely

™| herself in search of God. To reach this goal she

will have to transcend

her body, break her faiths, even exceed her
humanity. No discovery will be possible

without crossing its physical and moral barriers,
without achieving this crossing, this

rite of passage which allows to sublimate the
nature of the human being. Marie

Madeleine de Pazzi is the symbol of this search
of absolute.

In the universe of Pazzi, the verb «to have» was
definitively banished, only the verb «to be» finds
its place. Pazzi, a ow ode to the marginality

In 1970, André Pignat, the director of “Pazzi”
started classical piano at the conservatory and
jazz. In 1991, he earned a degree in human
geography and economics at the University of
Geneva. He became a founding member of
the Society Interface in 1990. He signed many
musical creations (Aida 2000, Human Nature
Co. for Bruno Verdi, bats and the Giants of the
Mountain for Jacques Gardel, for Liliane Co.
Hodel, for Jean-Luc Borgeat ... and obviously for

| Company Interface). Pignat also signs all staged

Company Interface.

«Petty Dreams» is

a play about the dream

of one of Latin-American
cities; it might be Maracaibo.

According to this dream:
the city is body dismantles
and receives from itself life in
an independent way, artifice
and humanity. The market of
it invades the streets in which
there is everything to sell, like
the iguanas that a boy loads
tied one over the other.

The heat is unbearable, which
does not prevent that there rots
what it was a dog knock down
by the cars. In the flat floor,
million of lids of bottles of beer
squashed bewilder the taxi
driver of dark lenses.

There are so many people,
so many death, so many
trinket, so many under wears
in manikins without heads. The
irrational thing, the opposing

About «petty Dreams»

All about a Dummy

emotions, the unusual animal,
the dismantled body, | fly as
a puppet, tangled in my own
imagination, a Dummy.

«Petty Dreams», directed
by FRANCISCO DENIS has
the National Dance Price of
Venezuela in 2007.

Denis is the actor and
theatrical director of Rio Teatro
Caribe in Venezuela. He
initiates his studies with the
group Malayerba of Ecuador
where it he takes part for six
years in several plays and
Latin-American festivals.

In 1989 he travels to France
and realizes studies in the
International School of Theatre
of Movement Jacques Lecoq.
After then, Denis joins to the
company Philippe Genty,
taking part in several tours
and international festivals
about the world until 1994.
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Theater Market, the Last Day
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The First

Iran Art & Culture Fans Bid Farewell to Market

Yranian Theater Market

[)—w 3503 (Abadliss 05l gl (radedidd 9y ww]

200 Works Exchanged

Iran’s first theater marked closed yesterday.

The market hosted international groups from across the world«
including China, Britain, Poland and Denmark.

International groups were warmly welcomed the market on
its last day, visiting its 46 pavilions.

The international groups exchanged information with Iranian
peers during the five-day market. The market served as a venue
for raising their knowledge of the eastern culture and art.

Contrary to their earlierimage of Iran, they expressed surprise
after watching Iranian works.

Over 200 DVDs were given as a gift to international groups
visiting 46 pavilions of the market during the past five days.

The market should be valued as a golden opportunity, capable
of breaking the cultural borders.

Mohammad Atebbaei, international director of the festival,
exerted its last-ditch efforts to have a thorough assessment
of the market. Visitors were asked to fill opinion polls on the
market. The poll would give organizers a better view of shortfalls
of the first market.

Farewell Party

A part was held in Hotel Ferdowsi to celebrate closing of the
first market. It is while the participating groups had requested
for extension of the market. This, however, was not possible
due to intense programs of the festival.

Hossein Parsaei, secretary of the festival, put the number of
requests by international guests for Iranian plays at 100. Final
decision would be announced when talks were finalized.

Atebbaei said that theater market is as stage for the country’s
to move toward independence and privatization.

Publishing center of the 28th Fadjr Intemational Theater
Festival unveiled 18 books published on the occasion.

Hossein Parsaei, Mohammad Heidari, Javad Afshinnejad,
Mohammad Hossein Dashtegoli attended the ceremony
yesterday.

Parsaei, director Dramatic Art Directorate General and
secretary of the festival, expressed gratitude to Naserbakht,
director of Namayesh Publishing Office and director of
publishing center of the festival.

Terming as important conducting researches for
production of plays in the directorate, Parsaei said that rise
in practical researches was a positive event for the office.

The secretary expressed his satisfaction over the graphic
and designs of the cover of these theatrical books.

“Due heed must be paid to regional dramatists, equipping
library of City Theater Complex and intemational field,”
Parsaei said, calling on Naserbakht that at least four books
in the intemational field should be published by his office.

“Contemporary Iran Theater 2010” is a book including
essays wrote by theater researchers to introduce the
country’s theater, he said, adding that the book would be
sentto ITI.

Meanwhile, Naserbakht said thatinclination among private
publishers to publishing theater books is on the rise.

“We tried to publish books on diversified theater subjects,”
Naserbakht said, adding that improvement in quality of
books would be targeted this year.

A new generation of Iranian playwrights is emerging
who are too sensitive toward surrounding environment,
Naserbakht noted.

Javad Tolami was named as new director of the library of
City Theater Complex.

-Kianian Backs Regional Theater-

Stage and cinema actors Ali Omraniand Reza Kianian watched “Cellar’in Namayesh
(Theater) House last night.

The play, hailed from southem city of Shiraz, is directed by Nastaran Azad.

Kianian said that works of young artists from other cities should be watched despite
that the Fadjr theater and film festivals are being held simultaneously, Namayesh
House Public Relations Office said.

The two artists expressed satisfaction over play.
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The 28th Fadjr Interational Theater Festival
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