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Shahide Aval on Stage

“The East of Ghazal”, directed by Mehdi Makari, is participating in
the guest section of the 28th Fadjr International Theater Festival. It
has a parallel story, narrating the life of Mohammad Ibn Maki, known
as Shahid Aval (first martyr) in two time period.

Makari had staged comedies earlier. He, however, adopted a different
approach toward this play.

“The story that Milad Akbarnejad was describing for me attracted
me,” said Makari.

The story is special and attractive, dating back to 7th century.

On his parallel story, Makari said that Sina sees a woman who had
left him years before as his wife is dieing. The woman is ready to pay
for treatment of the sickness of Sina’s wife under certain conditions.

The other story revolves around Mohammad Ibn Maki, whom some
try to kill under thousands of excuses.

Sina wants to know what root cause of an incident linked to his
wife’'s death is.

Sina can not take care of his wife due to job pressure and his wife

“Story of a Step” by Reza Gouran

A Story of Love

Reza Gouran is
participating in the
28th Fadjr International
Theater Festival after
successful participation
of “I Want to Sleep,”
and “Yerma” in previous
editions.

“The Story of a Step”,
written by Antonio Boiro
Baijo, is participating
in the international
competition section

and panorama of Iran
theater. Gouran believed
that he would give the
audience a chance to
watch a different play in
terms of literature and
performance.

“I didn’t want to surprise
audience butto experience
anew way of story telling,”
said Gouran, adding that
“The Story of a Step” is
not an unreasonable or

complicated story.

“I wished the audience to
have a new experience in
theater,” the director said,
stressing that the play
is capable of attracting
audience from all schools
of thoughts.

The story narrates the
life of three families and
three generations from
the eye of a step.

Gouran said his previous

dies at the end.

He suffers a psychological trauma after the death of wife.

Makari has directed a tragedy after two comedies.

“I love comedies and am interested in having sense of humor over
social problems of the people. But the atmosphere surrounding “East
of Ghazal” attracted me,” Makar explained.

The performance is also concurrent with lunar month of Moharram
and martyrdom of Imam Hussein (AS), the third Shitte Imam.

theater experiences were
more personal. “But |
wanted to attract other
types of audience.”

He believed that the play
is so attractive because of
its love theme.

The play will be staged
after the festival in
Qashqgayee hall at 7 p.m.
each night.

Expressing satisfaction
over holding of Fadj

theater festival, Gouran
said that the least
advantage of such event
is that it shows theater is
alive in Iran.

The director stressed
that despite lower facilities
of Iran theater, he enjoys
more when he watches
Iranian plays compared
to foreign ones because
they have “spirit”.

“Last Supper” by Ahmad Soleimani

War in Int’l Language

Ahmad Soleimani is
active in theater field
in central city of Qom.
He has established “Ide
(Idea)” group with artists
like Mohammad-Reza
Kouhestani.

Soleimani and his group
focus on the meaning
of war in the play. Their
approach is based on
atmosphere rather than

dialogue. The color of
scenes and design of
creative images from
available tools are among
important ponits of the play.
“Following the formation of
“lde” group, we completely
focused on group work,”
Soleimani said, adding
that the cooperation is not
like that dramatist writes a
play and the group has to

bring it on stage.

The group work gave us
motivation to stage “Last
Supper”.

Kouhestani had an idea
and the group decided to
work on it.

The story is about a
few soldiers. It is set
in the basement of a
garrison and the soldiers
are going to the frontline.

The soldiers visualize
war and front line in the
basement which is full
of technical tools and
equipments. These
are images of situation
happened for them or are
going to happen.

Lack of dialogue is one
of advantages of the
play.

“We sought an

international language.
A play which could
be performed for any
culture and language,”
he explained.

An international
performance needs
international terms, he
added. “We talk about war
to point to its evilness,”
Soleimani concluded.
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“Galileo” by Darioush Farhang:
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1 Stay until | Have Support

The return of Darioush Farhang to the theater
scene after 30 years is a big event, especially

when his first appearance is concurrent with the Fadjr
festival.

Farhang called on old friends who were member
of “Peiadeh (On Foot)” group to get back to theater
scene.

Amin Tarokh and Massoud Keramati are back on
theater stage. The result of this return will be performed
in the last day of the ongoing festival.

“I wished to make a comeback to theater. | wanted to
stage a work that | love and do not translate ideas of
other,” said Farhang.

He added that there are shortfalls, Iran theater has
been suffering from management and economic crises
these years.

“I had tried to avoid theater because of this (shortfalls
and mismanagement) but | have decided to remain
on stage until | am receiving backing for my work,”
Farhang said. He added that the work is for today’s
social atmosphere.

“Galileo” is the symbol of fight between wisdom and
ignorance, old and modern society.

The play is a loose adaptation of Saeed Shahsavari’s
“Galileo,” Farhang said.

“However, the play is representing my taste and idea,”
he noted.

Farhang stressed that he made changes in the play
to be less boring and has proper performance duration
by employing cinema elements.

«“Sensuality & Nihility” by Iraj Rad

Audience

Iraj Rad, stage actor and
director and a member of High
Selection Council, is participating
in the festival as a guest.

“Sensuality & Nihility” is written
by Thierry Monies.

Rad has high responsibility
toward theater circle as
managing director of Iran
Theater House.

In an interview, he talked
about performance of the High
Selection Council in choosing
the works as well as direction
of “Sensuality & Nihility.”

Was selection of admitted works
a daunting task considering the
high number of submissions?

The responsibilities were
divided in the council. | only
watched the plays of Panorama
of Iran Theater.

Each group was to watch
certain groups of submissions.
The council held debates in the
second stage.

Some selection members
worked in several groups. But

| chose works in Panorama of
Iran Theater because of busy
schedule.

Why have you joined the festival
with “Sensuality & Nihility”?

| got permission for the play
since March. | planned to
perform it in December but |
was busy at that time.

Then, it was announced that |
could stage the play on the last
day of the festival in Chaharsou
Hall as guest. | would have
public performance immediately
after the festival.

Have you made any changes
in “Sensuality & Nihility” for
performance?

Monies’ play is a tragedy
and comedy. It is translated
by Abolgasem Najafi. | cut
the play short. Some part of
the play needed changes to
become compatible with today’s
requirements.

Although the play was written
not long ago, | think it needs
those changes.
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“The Day Longer than Night” by Soltan Osmanof

Sulton Usmonov has 30 years of experience on
Tajikistan and Russia theater as director and actor.
He is concerned over human and its inner soul in today’s
world. He believed the only existing image of a human is an
alienated creature named man and nothing more.

Sulton Usmonov is participating in nations’ theater section
of the festival with “The Day Longer than Night.”

He started his career 30 years ago as an actor. He was so
interested in the art which studied direction field in Moscow
University. He concurrently cooperated with theatrical
groups as well.

“My professional work was started with musical theater.
| pursued opera theater in my home country. | was invited
to a Russian-speaking theater after a decade. | worked
there for 10 years. My third decade was focused on youth
theater,” Sulton said.The Tajik director is participating in
Fadjr International Theater Festival for second time.

His “Rostam and Sohrab” was awarded the best play in
the festival last year.

“The Day Longer than Night” received five out of nine
awards in Kyrgyzstan theater festival.

On commonalities of Iran and Tajikistan theater, he
said that the two country were one in the past, having
common culture, traditions, customs and language. These
commonalities make theater of the two countries closer.

But there are differences. Iran theater is more diverse
compared to theater of Tajikistan.

Lack of diversity in Tajik theater is because it was under
influence of Russian school which is origin of all countries
separated from Russia.

The “Table” is a play, by Karbido
theater group, makes an attempt
to communicate through artistic
event. That is why the group
inspired by everything because
it wants to be understood
everywhere.

The main idea of this performing
came from when the four of
members of it wanted to play
together at the same time, on
something that is not a guitar, or
a piano, because, but a table.

And so, a table was the best
and the simplest idea for such
a meeting. It was supposed to
be an experiment, more of a
provocation than a pre-planned
realization of a pre-conceived
idea.

The members of Karbido
are equally musicians and
composers of the music as well
as no-musicians and explorers
of other media. If they were
only musicians, you would die
from boredom and we would die
with you.

Karbido means free choice

typical of vanguard artists with
inclination to and experience in
music, theater and art.

Karbido crew - far from being
precise when it comes to defining
their music - passionately fit and
shuffle their own puzzles. They
play with the listener>s habits, at
the same time opening the door
for careful observers of the world
and energetic optimists who like
driving at full speed on uneven
ground.

The play “Table” is about four
men sit around a square table,
their feet surrounded by a nest of
wires and effects pedals. For the
next hour, they will transform the
wooden table into a multifaceted
musical instrument.

As they scrape, tap and rub
their instrument with infinite
precision, these amplified chimes
reverberate around you. Using
strings, bows, coins and wine
glasses, as well as fists and
fingers, the group creates music
you never thought possible from
a piece of wood.
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Vice President
Culture Minister in
“Mowlavi Opera”

Culture Minister to Foreign Guests:

Artists Identify Somal Pains

The minister added that
some innovations made in
the ongoing festival, notably
theater market, which is a
positive event.

Artists from the farthest
places in the world from
Brazilto European andAsian
countries and Economic
Cooperation Organization
(ECO) member states gives
the festival a chance for
exchange of experiences.

Participation of foreign
artists is considered as
an opportunity to show
realities of Iran and delicate
behavior of Iranians.

He noted that strong
participation of regional
groups in the festival is a
good omen.

Hosseini expressed hope
that artists to take big
strides toward developing
and serving the country.

A number of advisors,
deputies and managers
as well as a host of theater
and cinema artists of the
Culture Ministry attended
the party.

Ebrahim Azizi, vice president for planning
and strategic development, watched “Mowlavi
Opera” last night along with Culture Minister
Seyyed Mohammad Hosseini and deputy
culture minister for artistic affairs, Mohammad-
Hossein Imani-Khoshkou.

The officials talked with crew of the play
on the back stage about production of the
opera at the end of performance, expressing
congratulation.

Behrouz Gharibpour, director of the play,
expressed his willingness to make an opera
on towering Persian poet Hafiz.

Deputy culture minister agreed with the
idea.

“Presence of young generation among
audience shows how much Iranians care for
the life and works of country’s art and literature
luminaries, Gharibpour maintained.

Culture and Islamic
Guidance Minister Seyyed
Mohammad Hosseini
hosted foreign groups of
the 28th Fadjr International
Theater Festival in a lunch
party in Tehran’s Laleh
Hotel yesterday.

Hosseini said that Iranian
artists recognize social
problems very well.

“Iranian artists do not
want art just for entertaining
themselves. They want to
identify pains of the society
like a physician assessing a

sickness and treating it.”
The country boasts of
having such artists, the
minister added. “There
is at least one main
and important message
in each art program. All
appearances, tools and
mediums, stage setting are
to convey (the message)
better and influence more.”
Hosseini said that artists try
to process a reasonable
matter with his imagination,
capabilities and efforts in a
beautiful way to attract all.

A Report on “Theater Techniques” Workshop by Italian Group of “Doctor Frankenstein”

A Correct Understanding of Body Rhythm

Instructors of
the workshop are
members of a group

in front of themselves in
this exercise.
Eight individuals take

technical activities.
The exercises began.
Having rhythmin body and

Tramacere, director and
actor as well as founder of
the group, it was Fabrizio

group later.
Saccomanno carried out
a new form of exercise

established 17 years ago
in southern ltaly.

They are active in a
theater named “Koreja.”
They have performed
various plays for different
age groups.

This Italian group has
17 members and guest
performers are invited for
each play.

They staged “Garden
of Dreams” last year in
Isfahan Children Theater
Festival. Audience
welcomed the play warmly.
The play received special
award of the festival.
Knowing the Body
& Preparation for the
Beginning

Head of the workshop
introduced himself in the
beginning. After Salvatore

Pugliese turn.
He said, “It has been

working with the group
for 19 years and he had
the experience of working
with other groups prior
to this.”

The last one was
Fabrizio Saccomanno
to explain that he works
in play writing field and

keeping it are importantin
early exercises.

He later called on
participants to do
exercises and asking for
their involvement.

Everything Depends
on Rhythm

Participants should
concentrate on a
horizontal line and look

eight steps ahead in this
exercise. Then, they
change the direction with
the eight step. The person
counting should keep
the time between each
number equal.

The exercise looks
easy but it take time for
participants to reach to
what Salvatore wants.

Salvatore asked
participants to stand on
the step four or eight if
they want and join the
group in their return. The
exercise continued until
the group could keep the
exercise without counting
for a long time.

Spread Rhythm in
Voice and Body

Pugliese and

Saccomanno joined the

and eight participants
join him later. Participants
took step like before for
the primary exercise,
changing forms of body
and the face for a while.

Another group is joined
to Fabrizio to have voice
exercise.

Exchange of Cultures
Is the Target

Saccomanno sang a
folkloric song at the end
of workshop.

He explained that the
song belongs to local
citizens of southern lItaly
where they live.

He stressed that the
Italian group was not
instructors and they were
in the workshop to learn
from one another.
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