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A Dreamy Journey with the Enchanted Horse

Snapshot: “The Enchanted Horse”, directing by Irene Dragan, form Poland
By: Nima Dehghan

The Polish
{| puppets tell us
a story of 1001
Nights and now
Shahrzad takes
us to the land
of dream and
imaginary with
his  enchanted
horse.
Whatever
happens on the
stage of Honar
Hall is totally
taken from 1001
Nights and there
is no change
in the original
story. Shahrzad
as a storyteller, narrate the story and the puppets form it. First
the Puppeteers sing a song about life and friendship and then

Shahrzad starts to tell...

The most interesting points of the play are two frames used
in the bottom of the stage and the group tries to make a kind
of perspective view. Imagination has an effective role in
theater for children. The Enchanted Horse tries to design
some factors in order to approach the fable. For example
in a scene, the prince is flying through the sky while riding
his horse. The horse is moving upward surrounded by some
clouds and the lights have designed as the prince is really
flying. This image is real and because of being taken from
reality and made an impossible act possible, creates such a
concept for spectator as the imaginary is taking him/her to
dreams. That is why the spectator (child) would follow the
story till the end.

The polish group tries to communicate with its audience, according
to its unknown language, through the simplest equipment. Each
scene of this play has a series of visual information which helps
audience going with the play and preparing him/herself for
the next image. This play is actually a dreamy journey with an
enchanted horse that Sharzad the storyteller repeat it for us and
would be finished by the end of the play.

Today in Festival
Saturday Jan., 13" 2007

Stage Section:
= Dantone’s Death
Playwright: George Buchner
Director: Roberto Ciulli s
Location: Vahdat Hall
Time: 19:30

Ayoub Aghakhani
Location: Qashqaei Hall .
Time: 19:30

Bijan and Manijeh

Playwright and Director:

Mohsen Arab Amiri

Street Theater Section:

One Half the World
Doesn’t Know How the
other Half Lives
Director: A. Haliat
Location: Theater-e-Shahr

From Germany Location: Noe Hall Complex
= In the Shadow Time: 16:30 — 19:00 Time: 15:00
Playwright: I. Riberio and R. From Mashhad = Mud
Frati = How Can We Relate A Director: Yasser Khaseb
Director: R. Frati Love Story Location: Theater-e-Shahr

Location: Asli Hall Playwright and Director: M. Complex
Time: 18:30 Rahbari Time: 15:30
From France Location: Molavi Hall = Tourist

=  Agony Time: 15:00 Director: Christophe Evette
Playwright and Director: Zia From Isfahan Location: Theater-e-Shahr
VaVAVA = The Enchanted Horse Complex

Location: Chaharsou Hall
Time: 18:00 — 20:30
From Austria

=  Without Farewell
Playwright: Naghmeh Samini
Director: Katayoun Feiz
Marandi =
Location: Sayeh Hall
Time: 17:30 —20:00

= ’Sacred Ground
Playwright and Director:

Lesmian

Playwright: Boleslaw

Director: Irene Dragan

Location: Honar Hall

Time: 18:00

From Poland

Chaotic Bitter Play .
Playwright: Naghmeh Samini
Director: B. Mehri

Location: Mehr Hall

Time: 18:00

Time: 16:00
=  Once Upon A Time
Director: Majid Amiri
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 16:45
The Man Who Knew Too Much
Director: M. Abdollahi
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 17:30
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Interview with Irene Dragan
Director of “The Enchanted Horse” from Poland

The Enchanted Horse is a play by “Cobus” group from the south of the Poland.
This group has been recently 50 years old. Its first play was “The Alchemist” by
Paulo Coelho which met all the audience approval and has appreciated by the author
himself.

How your group is being supported?

° We are a governmental theater group and working under the coverage of
municipality. There are generally 26 governmental theaters in Poland and we are
one of them. The government would undertake all of our expenses and salaries
completely. Of course we have private and non-governmental theater groups as
well, because of high expenses of possessing an art group has, the private groups
are thinly populated. While we have more than 16-17 actors and actresses, they
could have only 6-7.

Why have you been interested in eastern theater?

° I personally, as the group manager and director, use a wide range of
international tales and stories. But we really don not have many choice in this field
and have to use the ones translated into Polish. This story has a total eastern-Persian
dramatic content and is about one of the stories of 1001 Nights. One of our main
aims is to get our children familiar with culture and ritual of people from all around
the world through these fables and stories.

What styles have you chose for your puppet theater?

. This style is known as “Black Theater” in Poland. It means that all of the
puppeteers have been covered totally with black dresses and puppets could only be
seen. This style has some difficulties in actors movements and taking props in mere
darkness.

Interview with some active women in theater

Dr. Chista Yasrebi:
The presence of women has been more and more serious in different areas of theater (such as directing, set designing
and playwriting) in recent years and therefore the rate of studies on this issue has been get more everyday. It could
be related to the amount of educated women in universities and to their more tendencies to dramatic literature.
Nowadays women get involved in different fields of arts as much as men, but the main difference between them
~ is that women, with their active presence, would bring the issue of families and generations with them. They make
| a very strong bridge between the art and the family, because they always work with their own personal culture
and with their mother-wife role. They have a different view and unique definition for the problems and work very
realistic because of their protestor and non-obligator view to the human issues. Theater is a very cruel occupation
which has no security and a woman has to have a more devotional responsibility and activity through it. The
women art, as we see, is more effective due to their anthropological point of view.

Dr. Naghmeh Samini:

[ think we are approaching a very ideal point within the role of women in theater: we shouldn’t think about the
place of women particularly anymore and shouldn’t pay attention to the sexuality of the one who is working in
f| various fields of theater. Our evaluation about people indeed should be based on their works.

Fortunately, as I mentioned before, we are naturally approaching this balanced level due to the presence of director
and playwright women.

Although I think that we still should believe theater as a reflection of outer society and while this balance (I don’t
say equality) wouldn’t create in outer society, it naturally wouldn’t happen 100% in theater. But we can be hopeful
that theater and the outer society reach this balance gradually and by a mutual relationship.




The Ninth Government Strategies in the Field of Theater

If we review the history of
our theater during this year
and pay a good attention to
the governmental in charges
discourses, the main strategy
oftheater will be appeared. The
intentioned policies go back to
the message of Dr.Mahmoud
Ahmadi Nejad His Excellency
President of Islamic Republic
of Iran to the great Congress
of Theater which was held
in Nov. 2005. He mentioned

some points in a part of his
message as follows:

The art of theater should transfer its message through
a pattern which has filtered out by reality, knowledge,
affection and humanity in the way of refining the soul
and mentality.

It’s a pity if the art of theater become a tool for saying
nonsense and idleness.

It is the duty of theater artists to deliver the loudest

and most effective cry of deprived human beings
pleading for justice.

The art of theater should represent the best and most
beautiful definitions and explanations of human
truth-seeking and worthiness.

We should revive the theater stage of Iran with a very
serious and valuable strategy based on Islam pure
culture and also human excellence and ethics.

Iran theater should be redefined in its original place
to introduce the sagacious features of this religious
knowledge.

The contemporary human is seeking justice eagerly
and it is a duty for Iranian artists to avert this thirst.

These above-mentioned points represent the feature of 9™
Government; so the dramatic Arts Center and all the in charges
and artists have been organized to prove these aims become
true. There were numerous meetings, conferences, seminars
and performances planned and the 25" Fadjr Theater Festival
is their resultant. We still have a very long way to prove all
the strategies represented by President of Islamic Republic of
Iran; but there is a motivated intention to do it so and the list of
in charges and artists” efforts could be mentioned as evidence.
You will see the list in “Theater 25 volume 7.

Interview with Dr. Mahmoud Azizi

Member of Selecting Committee

How Fadjr Theater Festival,

as the most important
theatrical event, can
influence the promoting

process of our theater?

e It has definitely has
an effective positive role.
Because our whole theatrical
products and experiences
would be represented through
it, the weak and strong points
would be assessed and future
organizing and  planning
would be done faster and better.

How festivals could improve the relationship between
theater and its audience in your idea?

They could be very important. If we could allocate
a part of our ticket portion to some layers of society
and enable them to see performances and participate
in stream of theater. On the other hand, as long as
theater and film festivals have their own special
audience, when we assess the condition of our theater
according to our equipment and opportunities,

we could find out that the theatergoers population
are as much as cinemagoers. Theater really has its
own audience as well. But respect to the amount of
spectators, it has not found its favorite place yet and
it has happened because theater in our country is not
an independent particular stream.

Can we compare Iran theater festivals with the ones in
other countries?

In my idea festivals are basically some market
places which in artistic products of theater are
shown and the customers could communicate
with professional groups with their own financial
condition and opportunities through it and sign
contracts, etc. It is not the matter of domestic or
foreign festival. It is a matter of professional theater
conditions, theater which has specific definition for
groups and their activities. This condition has not
been made by this time in our theater and the only
employer for our theatrical products is Dramatic
Art Center that the main actions in this area are
being done in this center and the halls under its
coverage. This could cause some problems which
should be gradually solved. |
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Theater for all

Fadjr Internatlonal
Theater Festival
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