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A Poetic Theater Created out of Interaction
with the Audience and Ordinary Objects

By Ali Ameri

It’s a long time that innovative Dutch director of street theater, Warner van Wely
is experiencing visual art, music, body theater and even construction with his
company Warner & Consorten.

It has developed its own poetics with choreography of action and music moving
through space. The company describes their productions as a theater of amaze-
ment in which there are neither dialogues nor story and where scenes are mere
collages of action and images. Through speaking with Mr. van Wely he described
the features of his work.

“This theater company started 15 years ago. Before that I had another company
called Dogtroep which started to work in 1975,” said Warner van Wely about his
early career.

“Previously I was working work in a company in England called Welfare State
International where 1 learnt to work with performance art, that is making theater
based on concepts from visual arts. I was concerned for performing arts in public
space,” he added.

He believes when one start to work in public spaces, he realizes realize that there
are lots of rules for doing that. Today in Europe it is called street theater because
it comes from visual arts, music, puppetry, and dance. The real
task here is relation to the audience, because they are not those
who are sitting on chairs. So the combination of these arts be-
comes the theater. In Europe, street shows sometimes are easy
entertainment and a way for poor people to earn money and is
not regarded as high art. But their tradition comes from people
who have learnt theater in academies and workshops and want
to perform within society not in the sacred halls of art!
“Ofcourse I love classical theater, good performances of Shake-
speare and experimental theater which is confined in special
places. But performing within the society, within the daily life
of people is something different,” van Wely explained.

He pointed out that they are involved in research on improvi-

sation and invisible theater as well. Of course they have gen-
eral rules for improvisation, the way of communicating with
each other. The whole thing is put on a kind of schedule, there
is a kind of structure behind it with a beginning and end but
without a narrative. It is mostly like a collage, putting images
beside each other.
“We can use a variety of elements including the buildings, fences, park to be a
part of performance. The important thing is how to place the play within such
elements. In a traditional performance there is a director who directs, But I'm not
directing actors that much but I trained them. So during the performance they are
free to improvise, react and adapt themselves to the circumstances. It's a kind of
training and moving in space. In traditional theater the characters are in conflict
and it is an anthropocentric approach, while our art is geocentric, much more
about space, objects, how do we behave these objects. Here people are much more
as groups not characters in conflict. So we use lots of daily life objects and actions.
But we put them together in a different way, so it becomes a kind of images of
fantasy, as same as collage and makes a poetic impression,” he concluded.
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A Review on the play “I Will Sell the House in Which
I Can Live No More” from Poland

Simple but
Profound as Life

By Reza Ashofteh

The Play "T Will Sell the House in which I Can Live No More" directed by Jerzy Zon is so simple
and at the same time deep. Its simplicity is due to a straightforward narrative, but its depth is
originated from considering various aspects of life: birth, marriage, mourning and death. The play
is imbued with various manifestations of life including Jubilancy and humor but is also imbued
with mystery which makes it difficult for some to understand, while some others strive to discover
the core meaning of life.

"I Will Sell the House" is centered on life for life and human has no further objective more than
serving this purpose. The first scene staged at a train station. Five people including two women and
three men are waiting for the train. This waiting leads them to the world of dream and nightmare.
A man imagines himself waiting for his wife to deliver a baby boy. Then step by step the viewer
witness further stages of the child who is baptized, married, participated at the funeral of a dear one
and finally gets in the train to death. ..

Even the words have been removed from the main structure of play and concepts are expressed
through behaviors which of course make the acting difficult. But this approach which emphasizes
on actors’ movements and behaviors had given the play of powerful visual dimension. Nothing
remains ambiguous; everything is expressed simply and clearly. Satire functions as a link reducing
the bitterness of serious moments in life.

Actors proved their power. They used their bodies actively to manifest something significant by
a short movement. Their set is a microcosm of world where they played parts of their life and
experiences to reveal us that the essence of being and life is the same throughout the life. Birth,
marriage and death are similar stages in the process of life and of course these various rituals and
customs are really different in various regions.

The stage design is based on five briefcases which in various scenes imply house, hospital, church,
cemetery and so on. When they are joined by costumes and other props turn these tableaux, moments
and various rituals to objectified scenes. More important are actors who try to use an indirect
language. The visual and dramatic elements are combined to present the play with understandable
concepts for the audience. Nothing is left to mystery and simplicity sets the performance for a
better communication with viewers.
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lier performed works should not participate at the

festival. I think this section is important because

paying attention to our theatrical productions is
so important. Meanwhile the other sections have
also their own significant. The international com-
petition section is a good example which provides
the ground for cultural exchanges with many
countries that have powerful theatrical traditions.
The performance of foreign theater companies
helps us to pursue our cultural relations and it’s
a way for introducing Iranian cultural ideas by
theater. The Iranian plays which appear on the
stage of international theatre festivals and other
locales introduced the vision and thoughtfulness
represented through our theater. Both our veteran
and young artists play important roles in creat-
ing such ideas which are not limited to special
dramatic forms. From the other hand, the partici-
pation of Iranian theater artists at both local and
international festivals connects them to other dra-
matic forms. Having said that, in my view various
sections have the same importance.

How foreign theater did companies respond to
call for Fadjr Theater Festival?

Compared to the earlier editions, theater com-
panies from various countries have shown more
enthusiasm for participation at this festival. It is
due to the good management at earlier editions.
136 theater companies throughout the world were
eager to participate at this festival which affirms
the importance given to it by international cultural
entities. I suppose that there are just a few festi-
vals which have the same appeal. Usually the fes-
tivals send invitations for different theater com-
panies. But we didn’t send any special invitation,
nonetheless their interest was so exiting for us. It
shows the status of this festival in World Theater.

As the secretary of this festival, what’s your gen-
eral view about it?

[ suppose that this edition is one
of the best in recent years. But it’s
not enough and we shouldn’t stop
developing it. Definitely one of the
features of theater art is walking by
time to be updated continuously. I
think this has happened in our theat-
er and has given this art a high status
in our country. But we should not be
satisfied with it. All programmers,
policymakers and particularly theater
artists should keep on promoting it.
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An Interview with Hossein Mosafer Astaneh, the Secretary of
the 27th Fadjr International Theater Festival

Iran’s Cultural Ideas
Are Introduced by Theater

By Navid Dehqan

The 30th anniversary of Islamic revolution in Iran has
coincided with the 27th Fadjr International Theater Fes-
tival. As a result, Fadjr Theatre Festival has organized
several programs to celebrate this occasion. The follow-
ing interview is about the festival and its programs.

As the secretary of the 27th Fadjr International Theater
Festival what policies and programs have you intended
for this event?

Concurrent with the 30th anniversary of Islamic Revo-
lution’s victory in Iran, we believed that theater should
play its role in celebrating the occasion. One of these
celebrations was planned in the form of a theater carni-
val which moved on Enghelab Avenue, from Enghelab
Square to City Theater and along this way performed
many acts related to the commemoration of revolution,
including the performance of ballads and tunes which
are parts of memories from the revolution. Also, 30 pi-
geons were flied as symbols of Iranian people’s desire
for liberation and independence during the revolution.
From the other hand, the president’s message asserted
the importance of Fadjr Theater Festival. Our policy
was to keep the extent of festival’s previous edition and
organized 12 sections. Another section was later added
which focuses on the plays related to the revolution,
campaigns and cultural achievements of revolution.
This section also refers to issues such as Ashoora which
have a ritual context and is one of our best sections in
terms of quality of the plays.

Nowadays the importance of national theater is dis-
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cussed in seminars, articles and so on. On the other
hand, the main theater festival of the country repre-
sents its national theater. How much have you tended to
select works which represent Iran’s national theater?
Of course tendency toward a theater based on Iranian-
Islamic identity has begun from some years ago but in
this festival reaches to its highest point. In call for the
festival, we gave priority to Iranian plays which are
adapted from Iran’s ancient literature and those which
are centered on social, political and other issues asso-
ciated with national identity. In all sections we have
emphasized on texts derived from Iranian ancient lit-
erature, particularly “Shahnameh” by Ferdowsi as a
landmark. However the observation of social, religious
issues as ideas inseparable from our society has been
important for us. But we have tried to opt for works
whose national identity is not limited to Farsi language
and Farsi dialogues, but are related to all cultural issues
of our society, both in terms of historical and contem-
porary views.

Which sections are more highlighted and prevailing?
I should say that in all sections we tried to follow the
same policy without giving any priority because all
sections have been planned to serve a special purpose.
However they all follow the general objectives of this
festival and in my opinion have their own special im-
portance, otherwise they could be eliminated. That’s
why for me the retrospective section is absolutely criti-
cal and 1 don’t agree with those who believe that ear-
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