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Festivals but this time
decided to go the festivals

which are not so well known.

In these festivals interesting
things happen. Iranian

theatre is like a Radio play.«

The actors on the stage
make no movement or ,
action in relation to each

countries the critic tries to
prove he understands the
play better than the director.
In my opinion a critic should
be open minded and
curious.

Mr. Son Bao In the head of
the Peking Opera “Lady
Yang" said™: After the
speech of Mr Khatami in the
United Nation we are happy
to be participating in Fadijr
Festival.

Our Opera group was
founded seventy years ago.
In our theatrical group we
even have a research
department. The problem of
Chinese Opera is the
language gap. In our group
we have even performed
love stories which were quit
successful.

We have a very long river in
china called the “Yellow
river” and the roots of our
culture is from the

civilization which existed

around the yellow river. The
government has established
offices in different cities
who's responsibility is to
attract people to operas.

Introducing
International

Seciion

Ross Weizston Critic on
Antigone

...at once harrowing and
magisterial

Spyros Vrachoritis's
production of Antigone has

been acclalmed in Greé@e
for several years for :ts
attempt to accurately
reporudce the [ thnunclatlon

‘and rythms of ancient Greek,
- apparently the first serious
- challenge to the solution

proposed by Erasmus five

. centuries ago. Perhaps a
other. In West European ~ philologist could understand 4

Vrachoritis's program notes

- Antrgone s challenge to
me is the audible message,
is the accords of vowels and
consonants, is the mténslty
(this rather parttcular
tension, which sounds to me
like an ‘ecological’ timbre) of
the antithetical speeches,
the metrical vanety of the
choral flow”, and so on — but
the rest of us were left to
listen to the voices of his
actors. Chantmg, mtonmg
singing, rarely speaking in
tones approaching everyday
speech or even conventional
theatrical incantations — and
on occasion vocalizing long
passages giving equal,
discrete, uninflected stress
to every syllabic, with no
sense that they could be
linked together to fom words
- the cast manages to evoke
emotion through
pronunciation and rythm
alone, as if the words of the
text were the notes of a
song.
But if Vrachoritis is ammg
for authenticity in the
ritualistic articulation o
ancient Greek, in several
other respec’ts hxs approach
is modern, even .
“experimental”. Antngone is
alternately played byaman
and a woman, for mstance
and Haemon delivers
several lines of the second
messenger’s sppech~as ifto
show that the message

dead, from the realm of the

ever-present unseen.

Still, just as impressive as
Vrachoritis's philological
explorations and nontradi-
tional devices is his relatively
conventional though highly
imaginative staging. Slatcly
without being stuffy, using
formal posing wihtout falling
into rigid pomposity his
production takes place on a
circular white set as taut and
as resonant as a drum.
Creon is the first character to
appear without a mask, as if
the play moves, at his
entrance, from the religious
to the secular, from the
mythic to the historical. And
Creon stands or sits center
stage for aimost the entire,
play, watching his accusers
as they slowly circle him,
only moving from his spot —
slightly stumbling forward,
stunned, disoriented when
he realizes his error at last,
when his sense of
unquestioned authority
finally disintegrates. Tireisias
appears in a costume almost
identical to Antigone’s, and,
in another mirroring effect,
Creon’s pose as the lights
fade at the end of the play is
virtually the same as
Antigone’s when they rose at
the beginning.

Creon, for a modern
audience, as the focus of
Antigone?- an intriguing if
not wholly original idea. In
any case, Antigone, the
harshest of heroines —

though often regarded as the

exemplary tragic figure for
our day (“a crime that was
my duty”) — disappears long
before the end of the action,
and for all her complaints
about her isolation, is
supported by virtually every
charcter in the play. Seeing
Vrachoritis’s transcendent
production, | never admired
her more - or liked her less.

e,
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A Critic on
Chinese Opera

Chinese Opera all Lyrics and
Myths |
Chinese opera “Lady Yang”
on the stage of Vahdat Hall
was very much like a picture
with thousands of colours, :
from China the land of sage:
and the land of ancient 5
myths. '
It is a wonderfull feeling to si
on the velvet chairs of it
Vahdat Hall and with
anticipation wait for the
artistic perfromance of
Chinese women and men.
“Lady Yang” with all it's
beauty and glamour was
performed and we were
flooded with colour, light anc
music. I
‘Lady Yang” is a
combination of history and
myth. Lady Yang in her
defence for her land and her
believes in a blood shedding
battle encounters her son,
Yang Duer. Yang Duer joins

his mother, however Lady
Yang at a very sensitive
moment learns that to save
her country, she has to
sacrifice her son.

Chinese Opera is a show of
symbols and a combination
of set design, dance, music,
light and other theatrical
effects.

Chinese Opera shows
sadness and happiness at
it's height of beauty but in
this kind of play music
looses it's identity and
independency.

Interviews

An Interview with Mohsen
Hosseini the director of
“Medea”

The play is a deduction from
three textes, “Euripides”
“Jean Anouilh” and a novel
“Whispers of Medea” written
by Christina Wolf. in the play
| have tried to pay more
attention to the mental
destruction of Medea which
is more emphasised in the
novel. The play is in four
acts the ensembles who sing
with chorographical
movements, the monologue
of Medea and the dialogue
between Medea and Jasson,
the third act is compeletly
different from the first two
acts and even the last act. In
the third act we have
designed the light in a way
that 50% of the audience
would be come part of the
stage. This had been as a
genre in a my other works as
well.

An Interview with Mchammad
Rahmanian, the writer and
director of “Rooster”.

in my plays | pay a lot of
attention to Geography.
Visual elements are a lot
more important to me in

Oy
sl o s

ATVA Gags VF B Y- (ol e

plays than words. Through
Visual elements we can
solve so many difficulties in
theatre which arise out of
difference of language. In
my two plays “Majless
Nameh” and “Interview” |
payed attention to this
matter and many critics
compared my work to works
of Kafka.

An Interview with Nader
Borhani Marand the director
of “Birth”

We shouldn’t yet talk about
professional theatre, we
have three generations. First
generation are the pioneers
the second gereation and |
think we are the third
generation. The three
generations have been
seperated by wrong
believes, which | think are
not based on facts but just
born out of wrong
conclusions. Maybe a group
from the third generation
performs a work which may
be their first experience but it
is so well done that there are
no examples like it in the first
generation.

A Report From The
Press Conference.

On the tenth day of the Fadjr
Festival Ms Renate Kiett, the
critic and director of German
Festivals and Mr. Son Bao In
the head of the “Peking
Opera” group participated in
the press conference.
Renate Klett said: “I've spent
my whole life in theatre.
Directing and dramaturging
and | have even worked in
Cinema. Directing was my
main occupation but now I'm
a theatre critic. | am also an
expert in International
theatre and go to many
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