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Interview with Mohammad Ali Khabari
Manager of Supervision and Evaluation Council of Dramatic Arts Center

What influences do the
competitive and uncompetitive
specifications have on this year
festival?

° We always know the art of
theater in relation with its audience.
So in order to have a wide-spread
range of audience attendance, we
should come in the way of creating
culture and making theater as an
artistic product that could cover
more audience and spectators. It
is natural that holding festivals,
particularly Fadjr Festival should
stimulate the place of theater as it
deserves.

But if this issue mails to the
condition where theater groups
merely aim to participate festivals,
it would cause some difficulties in

the rage of audience attendance and
its relationship with this art, in my
idea. One of the main basics of theater is audience and his
participation. The active presence of theater within the society

and the “Theater for All” slogan
should be organized during the year
in Tehran as well as other provinces.
This presence then could be effective
in formation of theater culture and
impressive safe competition.

How festivals could help to improve
the relationship between theater
and audience and distinguish
the main place of theater in the
society?

e Festivals are some display cases
for artists’ works in various types
of arts and the relationship between
audience and works can be assessed
through artists’ taste, aims, beliefs
and challenges. Festivals could also
guide the artists and art in charges
to art studying, researching,
promotion and  development.
Festivals should absolutely be a
station which in artists and audience

communicate with each other closely and understand each
other multilaterally.

Today in Festival

Stage Section:

=  Beneath the Arcade of Public

Drinking Fountain
Playwright: Akbar Radi
Director: Hadi Marzban
Location: Vahdat Hall
Time: 19:30

=  The Upright Man
Playwright: Hadi Houri
Director: Amir Dezhakam
Location: Asli Hall
Time: 18:30

= Blade and Moon

Playwright and Director: Atila

Pessiani
Location: Chaharsou Hall
Time: 18:00 —20:30

= Daedalus and Icarus
Playwright and Director:
Homayoun Ghani Zadeh
Location: Sayeh Hall
Time: 17:30 —20:00

= Red Illusion
Playwright and Director:
Hossein Ahmadi Nassab
Location: Qashqaei Hall

Thursday Jan., 11" 2007

Time: 17:00 — 19:30

=  Ultimately My Vertebras Play
Fife Tonight
Playwright: Hamid Reza

Azarang

Director: Zari Emad
Location: Noe Hall
Time: 16:30 — 19:00
. Julius Caesar
Playwright: Shakespeare
Director: Masoud Delkhah
Location: Molavi Hall
Time: 15:00

=  The Enchanted Horse
Playwright: Boleslaw Lesmian
Director: Irene Dragan
Location: Honar Hall
Time: 18:00

= Impossible is also Possible
Playwright and Director: Sirous
Hemmati
Location: Mehr Hall
Time: 18:00
Street Theater Section:

Thursday Jan., 11" 2007
=  Etudes of Life

Director: Morteza Vakilian
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 15:00

=  To Have and Not to Have
Director: Soroush Peyambari
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 15:30

=  Mud
Director: Yaser Khaseb
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 16:00
From Gorgan

= The Last Chance
Director: Mojtaba
Darbandi
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 16:45

= Plus Add
Director: Akbar Hassani
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 17:30

Yy



Dr. Farshid Ebrahimian Homage

Born in 1949, Tehran

PHD in Virtuosity from Torn Wood University, Amsterdam, Netherlands

He started his artistic career since 1946 as an actor

How are you following your career in different areas of
theater and which one are you involving with more?

. I have not done any serious practical activity since
I started teaching in university. I think my last performing
experience goes back to the play named “Two Grieves of
Love” directing by Mr. Ghaderi. There were some offers during
these years however I couldn’t accept due to my involvement
in university. But I have never been separated from theater. In
fact I have always been connected to creative activities through
criticism and my responsibilities in the National Center of Theater
Critics. On the other hand I have taught some practical courses
like acting in my first years of teaching, but after three years I
shifted to theory fields anyways. Because of this main reason my
critics also became less and less since 1998. Honestly managing
a performing job need a real leisure both physically and mentally.
When [ was acting in theater, [ tried all the times to keep myself
prepared and focused on my career but the current condition
with more than 8 hours a day teaching, studying thesis and other
student stuffs, there is no free time. So my stage career is not gone
on constantly anymore.

I have also taken lots of my time on translating. I have already
translated some books like “Analyzing Harold Pinter Theater”,
“Analyzing Edward Albee Theater” and “Theater Criticism” in

recent years; that each one had been the first model of their related
categories. There are more than 55 articles and 66 critics should
have been added to them.

Have you ever decided to compile your educational subjects
on theater criticism in the form of book for your student?

. One of the most important weak points in theater
criticism in Iran is the lack of authentic resources and scientific
books in this field. That is hwy I was seeking the book for
translating in this topic and wanted to find the one which is alike
my teaching method. “Theater Criticism” is such a book.

By the way I have been always searches for a book about how to
write a critical text. We have some things about the playwrights’
criticism and some literary ones, but about theater there is no
independent source. So I decided to take my course headlines
and brought them in a form of a book. I have already been busy
working on it.

Anyways, the main problem in the field of criticism is that
we don’t still face it scientifically. Still some says that this
phenomenon is a very personal point of view! But I should
comment that even though the taste would be as much effective
as science and knowledge, criticism is still a science and has
its own principals. If we have no familiarity with them, we
never can criticize a play.

Playing in Cold Weather

A report on the second day of street theater performances

The first play performed yesterday in Theater-e-Shahr Complex
was “The Last Chance” directing by Mojtaba Darbandi. It is also
supposed to be performed today at 16:45 p.m. at the same place.
Darbandi comments:”The director of a street play should attract
his/her spectator entirely; otherwise may lose it. The audience
could leave the place easily and it makes the job more difficult
for the director”.

The next play in Theater-e-Shahr was “Once Upon a Time” by

Majid Amiri. This play will be performed in Bahman Cultural

complex on Friday at 16:00 p.m. Amiri says:” We tried to focus
on comedy style as a tool to make our play more attractive. The
play is also divided to three episodes and the spectator could get
the story at any time of performance”.

The play “Mud” has been replaced with “It only takes a minute if
you close your eyes” in festival chart. So the new play will have its

3" performance today at 16:00 p.m. in Theater-e-Shahr Complex.
It is about a man who the video tape of his wedding party has
been distributed illegally and he wants to commit suicide because
of that. Habibi, the director, says:” This event is like a disaster in
such small cities and may destroy a person’s whole life”.
“Susan” which is the Zaar ritual in Qeshm Island had its 3™
successful performance yesterday in Theater-e-Shahr.

“Goodbye Earth” was the last play performed yesterday at 17:30
p.m. in Theater-e-Shahr. It has been directed by Hamed Biazar.
There were some other plays performed outside Theater-e-Shahr,
like “Amir’s Migration” directing by Mahmoud Farzi Nejad at
16:00 p.m. in Bahman Cultural Complex, “To have and not to
have” by Soroush Peyambari across Molavi Hall at 14:00 p.m.
and “1367 gold coins to marry a girl” in Niavaran Cultural
Complex at 16:00 p.m.
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Theater for all

Fadjr Internahonal
heater Festival

mmﬂomﬁuw"

Arls
Cener,ﬁ/7

Dramat.ic Arts Center Of Iran ,Vahdat hal,Ostad 3l e bianl b il e o e o i w1
shahriar St.Hafez Ave.Tehran 1133914934,Iran
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