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The Large Audience Interferes with Cane and Abel

tickets, did not manage to see the play
because the hall was overcrowded. The

¢ ¢Cane and Abel”, directed by Atilla
Pesyani, received unexpected atten-
tion on the second day of the 23rd In-
ternational Fajr Theater Festival, which
delayed the performance. The play,
which is written by Alireza Kooshk Ja-
lali, had been planned to be performed at
17:00. However, the audience gathered
to see the play was so large that a num-
ber of them, in spite of having purchased

ToDAY’S PERSPECTIVE

crowd inside the hall was also so large
that some of the audience had to move
toward the stage, which distracted the
actors.

The tickets of those who did not manage
to see the play have been refunded by
the managers of Chahrsoo hall, where
“Cane and Abel” was performed.

Sunday, January 23rd

Vahdat Hall
Performance: 19:00
The Circus

Sangelaj Hall

Performances: 16:00
18:30

The Balcony in Carpet

Director: Hamidreza

Mirzay

Honar Hall

Performances: 16:00
18:00

Jazen Beckam, the Unfa-

vored Jazen

Director: Amir Soltanah-

madi

Molavi Hall

Performances: 15:00
17:30

The Summer Midnight

Dream

Director: Saced Behnam

Khaneye Namayesh

Performance: 15:00
The King of Shabdiz
Director: Karim Alikhah

Kargahe Namayesh (The-

ater-e-Shahr)

Performances: 14:00
18:00 — 20:00

Elotria

Director: Vahid Rahbani

The Café of the Main Hall
(Teriaye Talare Asli)
Performance: 15:00
Where are you now?

A Group Effort

Khorshid Hall
Performance: 16:00

A Moment of a Blink
Director: Afshin Nasseri

No Hall (Theater-e-Shahr)
Performance: 16:00

The Stories of Caror
Directors: Nacemi, Karegar

Koochak Hall (Theater-e-
Shahr)

Performances: 16:00
19:00

The Best Mother Around

Directors: Kouhestani,

Amiri

Chaharsoo Hall (Theater-

e-Shahr)

Performances: 17:00
21:00

When the Nightingale

Stops Singing

Director: Fillip Havard

Sayeh Hall (Theater-e-

Shahr)

Performances: 17:30
20:00

The Dream

Director: Sepideh Naz-

aripour

Ghashghaii Hall (Theater-

e-Shahr)

Performances: 18:00
20:00

God Summons John to

Galilee

Director: Saeed Shapouri

The Main Hall (Theater-

e-Shahr)

Performances: 18:30
21:00

The Secrets of the Night

Outdoors (Theater-e-Shahr)
Performance: 14:00
Passion-Play: Soleyman’s
Throne

Goftogoo Hall (Review

Session)

Performances: 14:00
15:00

The Sandwich at Noon

Director: Ali Mohammad

Rahimi

The Prince in Love

Director: Soosan Rahimi

Tajrobeh Hall (Khaney-¢-
Honarmandan)
Performance: 10:00 to
16:00

Hamlet

Director: Mehdi Mirmo-
hammadi




upervising Comi 10
ished: Toward “The-
or Everyone

Acnmmis\inn comprising Iranian theater experts and connoisseurs have been established
to supervise the performance of plays in the 23rd International Fajr Theater Festival.
According to one of the members of the managing board of the 23rd Fajr Theater Festival,
the commission has been established to respect social rules and to contribute to the progress
of theater industry in Iran. “Unfortunately. some unintentional mistakes have led to misun-
derstanding and caused threats to the job security of theater actors™, he added.

He also referred to the artists and actors in the theater industry as the most eminent to
preserve morals of theater: It should not be presumed that one particular organization is
responsible for the task. We, the members of the theater family, should all contribute to it.”
This official of the 23rd festival expressed hope that the establishment of the commission
prepares the ground for the festival to achieve its goals, the most important of which is “The-
ater for Everyone™, by consulting with artists and interacting with them.

EighidVideStheatershtolelntayed
injKhaneysesHonagmandan

For the first time, the group “The Crow
and the Word” is holding an exhibition
titled “Video-theater” in the 23rd Interna-
tional Fajr Theater Festival based on a few
of masterpieces of Dramatic Literature in
the world.

“The core group was formed in 1992, when
we were all students at Broadcasting Art
School. Later at the university, some mem-
bers were added and it has been three years
that the group has been active in the fields
of painting, photography and theater. Three
months ago, we had a video-theater exhibi-
tion titled Death,” says Mehdi Mirmoham-
madi, the representative of the group.
About the reasons to hold the exhibition,

he explains: “Theater and video are two of
our main concerns. So we developed the
idea of video-theater as a means of combin-
ing the two and bridging the gap between
them. To do so, we first had some meetings,
after which the sketch was presented to the
Center of Performing Arts. Eight pieces
were produced for evaluation and subse-
quently, they were selected to be played in
the festival. We all prepared the required
facilities and funded the project.” The

eight vide-theaters played in the exhibition
include “Waiting for Goodo”, “The End of
the Game”, “Hamlet”, “Vitesk”, “Caligula”,
“The buried Child”, “Medea” and “Yerma”.
But how were the plays selected? “Each of
the members of the group proposed their
favorite plays, of which they had symbolic
figures in mind. The final selection was
made from the proposals. The settings are
completely different. Some represent the
theater stage and in some others no ac-

tors have played, which are video-based.
Anyway, all of these video-theaters are a
combination of theater and video,” explains
Mirmohammadi.

The Directors of the video-theaters are

Younos Lotfi, Houpand Lashgarinejad,
Mehdi Mirmohammadi, Ramin Sayardashti
and Meysam Aslani, the members of the
group “The Crow and the Word” along
with guest directors Pantea Aslani, Keyvan
Raghibnejad and Farhad Fozouni. “Waiting
for Goodo” and “Hamlet” have been filmed
by their directors, Farhad Fozouni and Me-
hdi Mirmohammadi respectively.

The total duration of the video-theaters

is 85 mintues, differeing between four
minutes for “Yerma” and “Waiting for
Goodo” and the longest fof “The End of the
Game”. The video-theaters, the total length
of which is 85 minutes, are shown from

10 in the morning until 4 in the afternoon
in Khaney-e-Honarmandan with 5-mintue
intermissions.

Mirmohammadi refers to the term “video-
theater” as a symbol and explains: “The
term is strange, as there has been no such
definition before. However, it functions as
an address to the inherent combination of
theater and video.”

“The combination or the dialog between
different media is a contemporary trend,
even though the examples of such dialogs
existed before. For example, opera is a
combination of theater and music. Another
example is the combination of music and
video, which created musicals. So, video-
theater is also a combination of theater and
video. These video-theaters do not either
add to the theater or video or detract from
them. This is only a new experiment. Not
being willing to become trapped in defini-
tions and theories, we decided to act upon
our interest. If this new experience proves
successful, it can serve as a starting point to
advance the trend. Otherwise, the trend will
disappear soon,” he adds.

He finally expresses hope that the exhibi-
tion will be visited by critics and experts.
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