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Dr. Saeid Kashan Fallah

Secretary General of the 25" Fadjr Theater Festival

First can you see any kind of difference between 25™ festival and the former festivals or not. Please explain.

=  Adding the section named “Festival of Festivals™ that represents the selected works of the festivals which held all
around the country and put them in one category, and make the opportunity for evaluating and comparing them and
planning for public partnership in this great national festival of theater is one of the specification I can name. The other
could be the idea of inviting the international manager and scholars that give the opportunity to works to be evaluated
and to domestic groups to be invited by them. We had such an educational function in some works as well. For
example the play “King Leer” has merely invited for university students.
There are some other issues like being uncompetitive and selecting the works through the performed ones during the
year is remained as same.

It seems the rate of producing has been decreased this year. In better word, there were more plays performed in former festivals.

= [fyou mean new or un-performed plays, this has happened according to the recommendation of executive council and
the only exception is a play produced due to respect the year dedicated to The Greatest Prophet Mohammed. About
the statistics of the selected works, I can’t remember the accurate numbers of previous year, and I don’t think there
has been a very dominant difference in the issue of number that has been the result of recognition and selection of the
members of selection committee. We basically didn’t persist on preserving or emphasize on quantity.

We could see the cooperation of Hozeh Honari and the Center of Dramatic Arts with Fadjr Festival this year. I just want
to ask you, as the General Director of the center of Dramatic Arts in Hozeh Honari, if you could describe the reasons of
this cooperation.

= Actually we believe that any kind of activity that is helpful to promote or develop the issue of theater in Iran is
precious and attendance and accompaniment of related centers and organizations would make the better opportunity
for evolution of this art more and more. We cooperate with organizations that admit our ways and our goals.

Interview with Mr. Johann F Zietsman, ISPA Executive Director

First: How has Tehran Fajr Festival been known in an international level? Do you yourself know about it?

e [ did not know about it, and I think the global awareness is very low. Joining global networks
would be a good idea to increase the profile.

Second: Do you feel any kind of development in the process of Iranian theatre in recent years?

e [ am aware of some exciting efforts to build the industry, which would be a great boost for
middle-eastern arts reaching the community and the world. But I am clearly not aware of every
development, and would be interested in knowing more.

Third: How do you see the place of Iranian theatre in the whole world today?

e [ have, as a member of theatre society, found arts as a means to bridge divides between cultures,
and I believe Iran could (and should) send its message to the rest of the world through this bridge
and developing a better understanding of its ancient rich culture. I hereby encourage you in your

. efforts to build and introduce your performing arts industry.




Dr. Mohammad Hossein Imani Khoshkhou
Art Deputy of Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance:

In order to have in charge’s more support, we should work based on
society’s culture and beliefs

* The Fadjr Theater Festival is the highest point and the most important event in Iran theater which with more that 20 years
of experiences should develop in both quality and quantity affairs and have new ideas to say. That is why the formations of the
festival evolve annually. So based on this issue the executive council of theater has established few months ago and the well-
known and noble theater artists have gathered with major managers and made major decisxons and then a very experienced
artist has been chosen among the other members of theater society and started to work wnth his notable knowledge in the issue.
We could know such happenings as some prompting steps for theater.

= The secretary general of the festival is not fixed; however the administrative office has a stable organization, the secretary
general would be chosen each time among the most suitable ones (and the ones who are ready to take their times). Therefore
the Center of Dramatic Arts and festival administrative office selected Mr. Kashan Fallah, who is a very experienced one in
the field of education, producing and managing the theater festival of university students. In my idea he is definitely able to
manage the job very well and the Fadjr Theater Festival will be very fascinating by his management.

= There are 11 group from small provinces of Iran have found the possibility to be in festival this year, and they all are

the selected works of Iran Regional Festivals. According to our database these groups had their public performing as well.
Although we were in lack in budget this year, we allocated a considerable amount of this budget (around 2 billion Rials) to the
artistic activities such as theater, music and visual arts in provinces, because we believe that arts in provinces have been always
neglected in the past, and we are going to promote the budget for the next year.

Interview with Mr. Hossein Parsaei

Director General of Center of Dramatic Arts

What is the specification of the 25" Fadjr Theater Festival?

= This festival has some different features. Holding the Fadjr Theater Festival as an effective cultural event for a quarter
of a century is a very considerable issue; it can be the resultant of the theater production in a year with all the efforts
in this field. On the other hand the circle of Iran theater productions has changed its way since 30 years ago to the
policy of public performing which has been perfectly done this year. Therefore the 25 festival could be the result
of the public performing of the best plays in the year 2006. This policy had been very profitable in introducing the
selected works and cooperating with international section of festival. Holding the appreciation ceremonies for 25
active individuals in different aspects and fields of theater is the other specification of this year festival. There is a
play named “Ivy” directed by Mohammad Rahmanian and Habib Rezaei will perform to respect the year dedicated to
prophet Mohammed, and its public performing will start from the last day of the festival.

Would you please describe which criterions you had to select the plays for Fadjr Festival? Performing quality, audience
attraction or context of the play?

= Structure, context and public acceptance have been some the standards we had for selecting the plays. The audience
has selected a play that is qualified enough and full of dramatic values and also careful about some social necessities,
previously. The very sophisticated and intelligent audience who praise the outstanding works naturally. So, this
selection would be a public selection as well.

How much context and content had been important in selecting plays?

= There are some selection committees who evaluated the context of each play based on its artistic values. Therefore we
tried to pay attention to all dramatic genres equally and select the various range of plays.
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Theater for all
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