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Ciulli Was Honored at the Unveiling
Ceremony of His Book

For many years of permanent efforts made in theater and making relations between different
cultures, the Italian born German theater director Roberto Ciulli was honored at the unveiling
ceremony of his book, "On Improvisation". The program was held in Faculty of Cinema and
Theater in Tehran where Dr. Shahram Zargar, the director of theater department at the faculty
as well as the director of Bidgol publications gave their presents to Ciulli and Khosro Mah-
moudi, the translator of this book.

At this program Ciulli, the director of Ruhr Theater in Germany explained about the selection
of Iranian works to be staged at Ruhr and the tendency of young artists for producing festival-
based works: “There are not just young people who want their works appeal to Western fes-
tivals, but all the other generations of artists are prone to such a problem. Until now I have
invited about 40 to 50 theater companies from Iran to Germany with a wide range of works
including Ta'zyeh, Street theater, traditional and modern plays.”

Describing his permanent activities in the field of Iranian theater, Ciulli asserted: "I think
through artistic activities, it's possible to remove misconceptions produced by our media about
Iran."

He regarded the multifaceted feature of Iranian theater as one of its merits and added that in
comparison with Europe, Iran has a richer culture heritage: "There is a kind of poetry in the texts
and dialogues which proves [ranian theater has something to say."

In the other part of his speech, Mr. Ciulli said Dennis in artistic terms Iranian theater has de-
veloped a lot, but in terms of facilities it has not promoted that much.

“Investment on Iranian theater should be increased to an acceptable level. The Iranians should
not just think about increasing theater artists, because it's quite possible that the young people
will not be provided with enough conveniences and lose their hope. There must be encourage-
ments for young artists to pursue their careers,” he pointed out
Ciulli also thanked the translator of his book, Khosro Ma'soumi: "He spent five years on this
translation and learned German language. I'm so honored and pleased of his efforts that after
10 years of association with Iranian theater, a book has the remained of me in Farsi. He ex-
plained on his book: "As a matter of fact I haven't written this book. It has been formed through
several interviews with me and actually is a collection of my interviews on the subject.”




Theatre in Islamic countries

Attended by representatives from Tajikistan, Malaysia,
Afghanistan and Netherlands, the first day of Seminar
on Theatre in Islamic Countries was held on Thurs-
day, January 27. The program was from the series of
seminars organized during the 27th Fadjr International
Theater Festival.

Few Audiences for Tajikistan Theater
At the beginning, an invited university instructor from
Tajikistan, Mohammad Allah Tabari explained briefly
on the history of Tajikistan Republic from 1924 until
now. He regarded the plays based on or influenced by
the works of great Farsi poets as the best which have
been staged in his country, those theatrical works which
were inspired by Khayyam, Hafez and other great Ira-
nian poets.
Describing the problems on the way of theater in
Tajikistan, he said: "Despite all the difficulties occurred
after independence from Soviet Union, theater artists
have continued their activities. A new generation of
Tajik artists headed by Farokh Qasem Theater Com-
pany was developed. They even staged the play, "Death
of Yazdgerd" written by Iranian noted playwright and
director Bahram Baiza'yi."
According to Tabari one of the key problems of theater
in Tajikistan was the immigration of many Russian
language artists who left the country. The other major
problem is the lack of enough audiences. Despite all
these problems, the young generation of theater artists
in Tajikistan are working and they have staged outstand-
ing plays of the world.
He then explained about theater halls in Tajikistan: "We
have 16 theater halls which belong to governments and
10 of them are operating in Dushanbe, the capital of
Tajikistan Republic. As a result of economic problems,
the investment on theater has been declined. But Tajik
artists try to be up-to-date and reflect social changes.

O .

o..u.v.bg.m.l et ) il il g bl g

VYAV oS yoned 4 Aot \43;‘(\,_’.‘_ o s\ad
(

The population of Tajikistan is nearly 7 million and
about 1.5 million are living in Doshanbeh.

Malaysian Theater and the Growth of New

Islamic Thinking in 80s
Sabra Sheikh, a theater producer, director and actor
from Malaysia was the next lecturer who accounted for
Theatre
that country. Sheikh described various types out theatri-
cal performances in Malaysia and explained how the
people of that country converted to Islam: "In compari-
son with the other religions, Islam came later to Ma-
laysia. Because it is a multi-cultured country, we have
various kinds of theatrical performances. As English-
language plays are staged alongside the other works
which have Malaysia origins.
The Malaysian artist also spoke on theatrical activities
in both Eastern and Western coasts of the Malaysia: "In
eastern coast a type of theater with musical origins is
performed. From the other hand, in Western coast we
have another type of theater with Iranian origins, except
these two there are ritual theaters which are performed
on the occasion of harvest season.
Referring to Theater graduates in Malaysia who arrived
on the scene after 1960s on, Sheikh said: "From the
70s avant-garde and absurd performances appeared on
the stages of Malaysia. The artist then explained about
the formation of a new Islamic thinking in the coun-
try which raised a new series of questions. At the same
time the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Tour-
ism were merged to devalue the culture and turn it into
something attractive for tourists.
The next lecturer, Mieke Kolk the professor of Insti-
tute for Theatre studies at the University of Amsterdam,
Netherlands introduced her two books on intercultural
relations




and we have staged it. Through its
cultural qualities, the play conveys
a cultural message which influences
and transcends time and space.

Let's ask a question on the sidelines
of this festival. What changes Nico-
las Sarkozy has made to French
theater after he was elected as the
president?

He pretends to be a proponent of cul-
ture and art. But actually he doesn't
like minimalist theater. From the
time he has been elected as presi-
dent, theater halls have lost a portion
of their audiences and currently the
French theater suffers from disa-
greements and diversions. The plays
should be entertaining otherwise
they will be staged either in cafes
or in streets. A new network of Ma-
fia have been established in French
theater which has divided the plays
in two categories of "intellectual"
and "entertaining". This trend will
result to the elimination of private
theater and has mostly targeted com-
panies like us. Without attending the
international theater or private per-
formances, theater will decline in the
land of art and culture.




By Mahdi Azizi

"Imaginary Invalid" written by Moliére and directed by French director Guy Simone
has been staged on the Main Hall of City Theater. In the absence of the director, Martine
Baudry, one of the actors from Kronope Theatre Company attended for this interview and
answered our questions.

Staging a play by Moliére requires many changes and reductions. In this work how did
you get through it?

We didn't reduce anything and didn't make critical changes in the play. When you read
a play by Moliére it takes something more than an hour. As a matter of fact the perform-
ances of this play in Elize or other palaces were accompanied by long dances and large
spectacles which made the whole work so long. But we show these scenes in just a minute
to move away from aristocracy.

How do you see the relation of the audience with this work?

You see this play is a combination of classic-modern approach which is somehow dif-
ficult for the audience to understand. We have tried to represent such combination in the
best way. The response of Iranian audiences was strange for us. We didn't know that they
have communicated with the work or not, but as the play went further, we realized that the
viewers have been more attracted to the work. Actually Iranian audiences responded like
children who de not understand our words, but are able to communicate with the signs of
the play.

In these times when numerous subjects can attract the attention of people, how much
your play has been able to influence the audience?

We didn't want to offer a circus or carnival to gain the attention of the audience through
movement, music and dance at any price.

Is the function of mask in your play in line with influencing the viewers?

Yes, we used masks to gauge its influence on the audience. In fact mask is a way for mak-
ing a distance between major and minor characters. Those characters who have a mask
are neutral in dramatic terms and those who don’t have, represent deeper characters in the
narrative.

Could your play put forward key social issues and challenge them?

Obviously culture is a public pleasure. You can observe this fact clearly in our country.
France is the cradle of art, culture and thinking. The globalization of this art is in line with
the enrichment of artistic heritages. But pedantic approach can not signify that the work
will be rich and influential. From the other hand, Moliére has written a delightful play






