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Improvisation as a tool for acting and directing
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Stage Section:

Today in Festival
Tuesday Jan., 9™ 2007

Sedaghat

From Qeshm Island

Beneath the Arcade of Public
Drinking Fountain
Playwright: Akbar Radi
Director: Hadi Marzban
Location: Vahdat Hall
Time: 20:00

Rostam and Sohrab
Playwright and Director: Rasoul
Najafian

Location: Asli Hall
Time: 18:30

Enigma Variations
Playwright: Eric Emmanuel
Schmitt

Director: Sohrab Salimi
Location: Chaharsou Hall
Time: 18:00

Trilogy of Suspicion and
Cockroach
Playwright and Director: Reza
Gashtasb
Location: Sayeh Hall
Time: 17:30 — 20:00
From Yasouj

Dungeon
Playwright and Director: Arash
Mohammadi
Location: Qashqaei Hall
Time: 17:00 — 19:30
From Sanandaj

A Fisherman Speaks Decease
Land-Black Red Typhus Ruts
Playwright and Director: Javad

Location: Noe Hall

-Time: 16:30 — 19:00

From Boushehr

Calvin and Castellion Revolution
Playwright: Hamid Reza Naeimi
Director: Arash Dadgar
Location: Molavi Hall

Time: 15:00

A girl, A Soldier

Playwright: Mohammad Reza
Kouhestani

Director: Ahmad Soleimani
Location: Honar Hall
Time: 18:00

Waiting in Parker Café
Playwright: Arthur Miller
Director: Saeidian, Zeynali
Location: Mehr Hall
Time: 18:00

Street Theater Section:
Tuesday Jan., 9" 2007
Shaylounkeshi

Director: Mohammad Sadegh

Hassani

Location: Theater-e-Shahr

Complex

Time: 15:00

From Lahijan
Susan

Director: Mohammad Hosseini

Location: Theater-e-Shahr

Complex

Time: 15:30

Mud

Director: Yaser Khaseb
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex

Time: 16:00

From Gorgan

Amir’s Migration
Director: Mohammad Farzi Nejad
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 16:45

From Gillan

To Have and Not to Have
Director: Soroush Peyambari
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 17:30

From Kermanshah

1367 Gold Coin to Marry a Girl
Director: Pour Ghahremani
Location: Bahman Cultural
Complex
Time: 16:00
From Ilaam

The Last Chance
Director: Mojtaba Darbandi
Location: Across the Molavi Hall
Time: 14:00

Plus Add
Director: Akbar Hassani
Location: Niavaran Cultural
Complex
Time: 16:00
From Tehran

which means “The Accompanist: journey of a Theatre
Critic”, p. 234. My book was published last year
(November, 2005) in French, in Montreal.

The next occasion I had to be aware of the Iranian
theatre was very recently in Montreal, in May 2005.
The Festival de théatre des Amériques (Theatre
Festival of the Americas) invited a play called Dance
on Glasses by the Mehr Theatrical Group of Shiraz,
directed by Amir Reza Koohestani and performed
by Ali Moini, Sharare Mansourabadi, and dancer
Mohammadjavad Abbasi. I was-impressed by the
tension between a rich, but oppressive tradition and
the desire for openness and expression by art. [ saw
a clash between discipline and passion, power and
spirit, old and young, brutality and freshness. The
result was quite disturbing, although masterfully
played, and the audience seemed to appreciate the
show very much. This play seemed to say a lot
about the Iranian theatre and the Iranian society

today.

Third: How do you see the place of Iranian theatre in the
whole world today?

It would be quite difficult for me to tell anything more
about the Iranian theatre, from so few experiences. I
have traveled a lot throughout the world for the past
14 years, since I am involved with the IATC, and I try
to keep myself well informed about the political and
social life in Iran —as everywhere else--, but it would
be too daring of me to give any authorized opinion
about a theatre which seems so rich, in a society
which still has very little links with the rest of the
world. I have heard about some Iranian films which
have gained attention and awards in film festivals,
and this gives me the desire to learn more about this
country’s theatre.

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to share
some of my thoughts about your theatre.




Davoud Rashidi Homage
Davoud Rashidi born in 1933, Tehran
Theater actor and Director (directing 17 plays and acting in more than
50 plays)
Diploma in Acting from Music Academy, Geneva, 1958
B.A in Political Science from Geneva University, 1962

Could you please represent a general evaluation about your
whole activity in the field of theater?
= [ think it would be better if the critics and researchers
would answer you. This answer might be more useful
than mine. But the thing I could mention is that my
first contact with theater returns to when I was 7-8
years old. I’ve really been attracted to it and I chose it
as my future occupation. This attraction still remains
in me after all these years and I think will be till then
end of my life. Theater is my beloved and I've been
always loyal to it.
What kind of difficulties did you have during these years
of involvement in theater? And which advantages did you
take from it?
=  Each job has some special problems. The problems
in this area are indicated more due to the lack of

general policy. I mean anticipating and organizing
in theater. Unfortunately nowadays when a manager
changes his/her place to the head of theater macro-
plans, first he establishes a series of new policies.
Theater needs to have a major general perspective
and without this view, the difficulties in this field
remain as same.

In my idea the most important issue to have such
a dynamic and promoted art, relates to people who
are responsible for managing. These in charges have
some duties in front of theater occupation and the
ones who are struggling in this area.

'I’nterv‘iew with Di‘. Michel Vais,
IATC Secretary General

First: How has Tehran Fajr Festival been known in an
international level? Do you yourself know about it?

e | had already heard of the Tehran Fajr Festival by
the president of the IATC, Mr. Ian Herbert, who had
already been in your country in the past. He told us
how interesting and popular this festival was, and
how well it had been received by the Iranian people.

Second: Do you feel any kind of development in the process
of Iranian theatre in recent years?

e The first time I have heard about the Iranian theatre
was in 1992, in the IATC congress of Warszaw,
Poland. The theatre director and critic Mahmoud
Azizi participated in this congress and gave a very
interesting and passionate lecture about the theatre

life in Tehran. He was the artistic director of a private
theatre and talked about his shows which are part of
a popular tradition that goes back to the “theatre on
basin”. He explained that this type of theatre, which
was performed on a stage built over a basin (a pool),
in the wealthy Persian residences, was the ancestor
of the commedia dell’arte and a cousin to the Turkish
shadow theatre. I always admire how alive the Iranian
theatre is.

1 had then interviewed Mr. Mahmoud Azizi —who
spoke very good French— for the French radio
cultural network of Radio-Canada. I also mentioned
Mr. Azzizi’s Warszaw presentation in my book,
L’accompagnateur; Parcours d’un critique de théatre,



Interview with Hossein Mosafer Astaneh
Manager of Namayesh Association
Member of Selection Committee of Tehran Theater

“Audience accomplishes the theater”

I seems that we have had some kind of changes in the style of
Fadjr Festival in recent years, like being uncompetitive, etc.

do you think this kind of change is useful for
festival or not?

= [ think theater in Iran has appeared in a
very dominant level that the need of the
initial potential for participating festivals

and producing dramatic works has been
done. Nowadays the Fadjr Theater
Festival has defined a very good state for

our theater, in which, competition, as an
initial tendency is not a very important

fact anymore. It is as same in other
countries that own their theater style and

its related culture, and the attendance of

the groups in festival is such a pride for
them. We also should reach that place

and I think that most of the members

of Iran theater family, specially the
more experienced and powerful ones
have the same idea that performing in a
dominant theater festivals, like Fadjr, is a

big reward for itself. On the other hand,
competition is a proportional issue and
depends on the performing conditions as

the need of competition in Fadjr Theater Festival.
What advantages does holding the theater festivals, like Fadjr,

have? And how could it influence the increasing
process of our theater?

= Fadjr Theater Festival has different kinds of
importance that most of them have different
cultural advantages as well. For example this
festival, as it comes up from its name, is held in
anniversary of victory of Islamic Revolution in
Iran and because of that the artist could participate
the celebrities of this victory. In addition the
festival has many professional and special
advantages and the theater specialists from all
around the world can call on the festival in order
to know Iran theater more. Actually this program
is a kind of communicative medium between Iran
theater and festivals with the global ones.

Can we compare the Iran theater festival with
the festivals held in other countries?

= This comparison is not correct at all. Because
each country has its own conditions to organize
its festival. There is a particular theater culture
for each country that distinguishes the style of
planning, investing budget and contributing the
services for festival as well as other activities.

well as selecting teams. So we should promote the level So we hold

of quality and diversity of our works in order to decrease

Interview with Dr. Majid Sarsangi

a festival based on our own cultural, social,

political and economical conditions.

Member of selection committee in International Section

“Fadjr International Theater Festival in the table of

International Theater Institute”

It seems that we have a considerable growth

in plays quantity in International section. Do

you see this growth in quality issue as well?

®  Yes. This year more plays have been

sent to the festival office. It shows
that the international section is more
known in the world. These works
are also various, it means we have
S0 many movies sent to festival from
all around the world. In the matter of
quality I don’t have any absolute idea.
There were good and powerful works
as same as bad or weak ones. It is
natural for all of the festivals and one
can’t except from all the works to be
brilliant.

How do you see the place of Fadjr Festival

in the international level? Does it known

enough in the world?

= Of course it does. The amount of

applications and movies is dominant
evidence on this issue and it shows that
how well this festival introduces itself
and finds its place in the international
level. By the way the festival has
been settled in the annual table of
International Theater Institute. Now
the Fadjr Festival has been registered
and announced in Institute bulletins
and annual calendar of ITI. It seems
that Fadjr gradually is going to find
a desirable place in the globe. If you
know, this year the “Seminar of Theater
and Religion” was held exactly before
the festival in order to enable the guests
(who are the most outstanding scholars
in the world) enjoying the festival
program. These efforts make Fadjr
Festival known more and more among
the professional theater followers.
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