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Today in Festival
Wednesday Jan., 10" 2007

Stage Section:

=Beneath the Arcade of Public
Drinking Fountain

Playwright: Akbar Radi

Director: Hadi Marzban
Location: Vahdat Hall

Time: 19:30

=The Upright Man

Playwright: Hadi Houri

Director: Amir Dezhakam
Location: Asli Hall

Time: 18:30

=Gold’s Bitter Story

Playwright and Director: Behrouz
Gharib Pour

Location: Chaharsou Hall

Time: 18:00 —20:30

=Blonde Hair

Playwright and Director: Asghar Khalili
Location: Sayeh Hall

Time: 17:30 — 20:00

From Isfahan

=Blood Wedding

Playwright and Director: Hassan Hajat
Pour

Location: Qashgqaei Hall

Time: 17:00 — 19:30

From Masjed Soleiman
=Ultimately My Vertebras Play Fife
Tonight

Playwright: Hamid Reza Azarang
Director: Zari Emad

Location: Noe Hall

Time: 16:30 — 19:00

= Julius Caesar

Playwright: Shakespeare
Director: Masoud Delkhah
Location: Molavi Hall

Time: 15:00

=The Enchanted Horse
Playwright: Boleslaw Lesmian
Director: Irene Dragan

Location: Honar Hall

Time: 18:00

=Spell of the Combust Temple
Playwright: Naghmeh Samini
Director: Amir Badr Taleai
Location: Mehr Hall

Time: 18:00




Peter Chelkowski Lecture
Taziyeh from Iran to
Caribbean Sea

Peter Chelkowski, the specialist in Taziyeh from
U.S and one of the international guests of the
“Seminar of Theater and Religion’ represented
his lecture named “Dramatic Specifications of
Moharram Ceremonies” yesterday morning in
Tehran University.

Chelkowski who speaks Farsi very well and just
because of his age and lack of being in Iranian
atmosphere forgets a few words, attended the
course with an interpreter. His lecture was
accompanied by some slides from Taziyeh in
Iran, India and Caribbean Sea. He mentioned
many useful points while showing different
images of Taziyeh in Iran; like if most of the

Iranian Takies are dome-like, it is not because of

[ranian ability in making domes, but its structure
reminds tents of Karbala.

He also felt sorry for Hosseynieh Mossir in
Shiraz, asitis disturbing entirely and there no plan
for repairing it. He said that as long as Taziyeh
is a kind of dramatic ceremony that every one
could easily make changes in it, so many people
innovate in it and for example use microphone
in performing. I am totally disagreeing with this
idea and therefore most of the Iranian Taziyeh
performers are offended with me and sometimes
even insult.

Chelkowski also talked about Taziyeh in
India and said: “Although Indian Shiites can
not go to Karbala (due to far distance and
financial-political problems), they have solve
this problem by bringing Karbala to India and
do the Moharram rituals there. They made an
empty shrine for Imam Hossein that is built
most like the Indians local culture and based on
their creativity and not really like the original
one. Chelkowski explained that Taziyeh has
influenced the Caribbean Sea area and it is
interesting to know that most of the believers
in Taziyeh and Moharram rituals are Hindu or
Sunnite. They hold Moharram festival like the
European carnivals in 3 successive days and
make two puppets, one is for Imam hossein and
the other for Imam Hassan, and carry them on
some carriages and do the mourning ceremonies
at sunset by the seashore. They then dispatch the
Imam Hossein’s shrine to the sea with a particular
ritual while a very sweet-singing woman sings
a sorrowful elegy in the last day. The crowed
would stay and weep till the carriage drawn. But
they are sure that next year there will be another
carriage to be built and sent to the sea.

Siavash Tahmoures
Homage

Born in 1946, Tehran

Substitute PHD from Ministry of Culture
and Islamic Guidance

He started his artistic career since 1961

How do you, as an artist, assess the
general perspective of Iran theater and
how young generations could cooperate
with the old and expenenced ones?

In my opinion while our theater in
charges wouldn’t believe in this
art seriously, we cannot get a good
result. Now we have no suitable
space for practicing or producing
theater works. My question is
exactly is “Do we build any other

- hall except Theater-e-Shahr in the

last four decades”. :

I also have this advise for the
young generations that it is not
very important that which play we
are performing and with which
name. It is not important that are
a playwright or a director! The
thing that is important is what
ideas you are following. When
you can associate in a project, just
come and do it! Why are you here
to show yourself in this area?

How much are you satisfied with your
dossier after four decades of professional
involvement in theater?

You know, I step in a way and
should go on with it, and I know
what I do and what I should do. I
have been always sure about the
goal I’ve had, they way I’ve gone.
I mostly focused on my own
views and my own goals; I do the
job and have my own spectator.
I might have some weak points.
But I have chose my way, have
gone with it and I know what I am
doing.




Interview with Mohammad Attebaei
Manager of International Section

When did you start to study the works sent to the
International Section and how this process completed?

= [nternational Section stated its
work sooner that other sectors due
to its occupational characteristics.
We set the announcement at the
beginning days of current year and
sent it to different theater centers
all around the world in the month
April. This announcement was sent
seriously and persistently to all ITI
main centers in different countries
as well as all the groups that have
attended the festival in former years
and all theater and professional groups. We also
have kept touch with Cultural Counselors of Iran
embassies abroad and theirs in Iran. This year around
127 volunteers sent their works to the international
Section that this amount is a new and considerable
average in compare with former years.

But in this case, I personally don’t believe in
this way of selecting I would say, and I think that
theater must have been seen alive and on stage. But
because of different obligations and difficulties like
financial problems, there is no cure except selecting
the works through sent tapes and videos. But due to
Mr. Parsaei’s decision, we are hopeful that we could

Mahmoud Farhang is the manager of Street Theater Society of
Dramatic Arts Center who is very hopeful about the promotion
of this and its promising steps in recent years..

What is the role of Dramatic Arts Center in street theater
promotion?

It seem that the Society of Street Theater and
Dramatic Arts Center have been always the first
supporters of this art which signing contracts
with street theater groups is to be mentioned
among them that was only a desire for artists
in this field previously and has been done this
summer and also in this festival. There are

dispatch the groups to different foreign festivals and
select the observed works for Fadjr Festival.

After receiving 127 works, the Selecting Committee
of International Section started to observe the works
in the month July. There were 16 plays selected in
first step and then after discussing with the others,
we got the result you can see now.

How do you assess the place of Fadjr Festival generally -
after 25 years of experiences?

It might be better if our foreign guests could answer
this question. In my idea Fadjr theater Festival
is indeed an event that a considerable amount of
theater specialists and scholars are enthusiastic to
participate in it. Iran theater is such a new discovery
for them and attending such a festival makes a
wonderful opportunity to see around the 60 Iranian
plays in a very short period of time. Beside, we
also find this chance to communicate and promote
the relationships with theater in charges, groups
and festival managers, etc. so these specifications
make this festival a very fascinating situation for
participation, which is nicely welcomed, and we are
trying, with all of our limitations, to increase the rate
of this attendance. We hope that we could provide the
privileges of theater artists, employers and audiences
next year with better planning and equipment and
more financial resources.

Interview with Mahmoud Farhang
Manager of Street Theater Society

some other efforts included in this category
like public performance, financial assistance
and participating the Fadjr Theater Festival in
the year 2008.

But outside the compass of Dramatic Arts Center,
the incomes are very low. During the past years,
the Street Theater Society have tried to enhance the
quality and technical level of outstanding groups
with its long-term plans and in order to reach this
goal introduced some of these groups in international
authentic festivals. But it seems that the best way for
developing the level of this dramatic type is to invite
the dominant foreign street theater groups to this
festival of us. K
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