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The Time Schedule
of Performances in
Vahdat Hall Parking
Changed

Iranian Celebrat-

ed  Filmmaker

Who Began from
Theater

As one of the noted Ira-
nian film directors, Majid
Majidi has also soared to inter-
national fame through his remark-

able works. Nonetheless, he began his
career in theater and not many years ago
he was playing on theater stages. “Song of
Sparrows”, the latest film directed by Majidi
was recently screened in the country. “Sparrows”
manifested the dexterity of his creator and gained the
attention of many audiences.
Majidi first appeared as actor in theatrical perform-
ances. He attended Faculty of Fine Arts in 1978, but
later Iranian universities were closed. The next year
Majidi performed in the play “Horoufyeh Move-
ment” directed by Davoud Daneshvar. That was the
first theatrical performance after Iranian revolution
and was a tribute to martyr Hossein Qashqa’ei. The
work was staged in Tehran.

In the same year Majidi performed in some other
shows including those for children and young adults
or directed them on stage.
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The Men for All Seasons

Perhaps at first nobody believed Islamic Revolution of Iran will
present a theater or art to be both popular and influential. Maybe it
was more acceptable from the religious revolution to oppose dra-
matic arts rather than continuing and using them for conveying its
desired concepts. But through their intelligence, Iranian government
and the officials of art began to promote a kind of theater which was
more popular and versatile. The memory of revolution had been in-
scribed in the minds of many audiences with the drama “Horoufyeh
Movement” written by Hossein Qashqa’ei and directed by Davoud
Daneshvar. But gradually religious people in different groups and
factions came together to convey their revolutionary and idealistic
viewpoints through the medium of theater. Of course such attitude
which was based on function of theater is traceable in all historical
and revolutionary events throughout the world. In this vein whereas
the ideals are established, the aesthetic of theater begins to represent
such concepts indirectly. Certainly in comparison with the early days
of Iranian revolution the aesthetic of theater has extremely changed,
but even from the beginning as an influential art, theater began to
serve those who later became the notable figures of various arts.
Presumably the establishment of Islamic Art and Idea Bureau affili-
ated to Art Center of Islamic Propagation Organization is in line with
such objectives. The celebrated artists of that center include: Ferei-
doun Amouzadeh Khalili, Qaisar Aminpour, Majid Majidi, Sa’eed
Koshan Falah, Mohammad Kasebi, Tajbakhsh Fana’eian, Moham-
mad Reza Honarmand, Farajolllah Salahshour, Behzad Behzadpour,
Hossein Khosrojerdi, Kazem Balouchi, Ja’afar Dehgan and Salman
Harati.Nowadays those like Mohammad Kasebi, Kazem Balouchi
and Ja’afar Dehqan are still acting. Previously these artists were to
convey and disseminate revolutionary and Islamic ideas. Since they
wanted to attract more audiences, they moved from theater and turned
to cinema and television. But theater is a creative and constructive art.
Those artists who originated from theater and then left it for greater
objectives seem to be more successful. With “Prison in Prison” drama
Mohsen Makhmalbaf made a name for himself, but he wanted more
audiences, so he made his film debut, “Nasouh Repentance” and the
rest of this story is known to anyone.




The 27th Fadjr International Theater Festival
was officially opened on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 21 in the arcade of Tehran’s City Hall.
The ceremony began with the recitation of
Qur'an. Then the flag of Iran was hoisted by
the Iranian veteran actor, Ali Nasirian and lat-
er the secretary of the event, Hossein Mosaf-
er Astaneh raised the festival's flag. The other
Iranian actor, who had sing the ballad, "Allah,
Allah" in the midst of revolution, gave a live
performance of that after 30 years in accom-
pany with an orchestra with 50 members.
Next, a carnival began to move from thirty
points and five directions on the sidelines of
Enghelab (Revolution) square. The Carnival
featured caricatures of Iranian and foreign
dictators. Meanwhile a musical band from
Iran's Air Force with 100 members played
revolutionary tunes.

50 puppeteers and 150 street theater artists
from Tehran and other Iranian cities were
among the other participants of the carni-
val which also featured flags of earlier edi-
tions of Fadjr international Theatre Festival
and on its way from the open area of City
Theater was accompanied by 1000 artists.
Then the message of Iranian President, Dr.
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was read.

When the festival opened, 30 pigeons were
flied symbolizing the 30th year of Islamic
Revolution victory. Furthermore, a tribute was
paid to the first martyred artist of Iran's revo-
lution, Hossein Qashga'ei and his family. The
ceremony came to an end with a lighting pro-
gram and shortly afterwards streets plays be-
gan to be performed. This year, as the official
opening ceremony was held in the open area
of City Theater.
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Praise to God Almighty that in the 3oth an-
niversary of victory of Iran’s Islamic Revolu-
tion the 27th Fadjr International Theater Fes-
tival is held.

Theater is among those arts which can employ
the most powerful and direct ways of visual
and aural communication from one hand with
human's heart, emotion and from the other
hand mind and logic. So the audience imag-
ine themselves as thoroughly witnessing the
play or even as elements in the entire structure
of the event. Compared with other arts which
have their own distinguished and unique
merits, theater is more direct and accessible.
Theater can convey the sublime concepts and
meanings. Theater plays an important role
in elevating human spirit and morale and in
defending those values which particularly be-
long to human being.

If we believe that all of us have to take a step
forward, a move which can release humans
from darkness, injustice and oppression and

take them closer to light, justice and perfec-
tion,
then we can better evaluate such a remarkable

art.

In the midst of injustice, oppression and oc-
cupation in the world, while the wealthy ty-
rants and oppressors make their utmost efforts
to hide the truth and are doing this with abus-
ing science and technology to propagate and
disseminate darkness, ignorance and egoism;
while humane respect, values and emotions
are crushed under the wheels of capitalism,
the truth and justice seekers, those who fight
with oppression and appear on the scene with
all their potentials represent the light of truth
in the best artistic forms to revive human iden-
tity and respect.

Certainly in the great land of Iran with the
background of an ancient civilization as well
as cultural values, purity, decency imbued
with belief, the prophetic efforts are made for
supporting and disseminating the truth from
one hand and fighting with ugliness and wick-
edness from the other had their own signifi-
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cance.

We are living in a country

whose people could not stand

oppression and tyranny, a na-

tion who toppled all bases of

oppression in the course of

their Islamic Revolution. Emo-

tion, brotherhood, love, solidar-

ity, collaboration, sacrifice and

martyrdom are among the main

elements of our revolution. The

culture of our people enabled

them to dedicate 200,000 brave

martyrs for defending their land

and honor in two decades ago. |

Nowadays they are still propo- &

nents of justice seeking, defense &

of humane respect and honor <.

and campaign against the op-
pressors throughout the world.

Forthis reason, the original artists

of this land cry out from the bot-

tom of their hearts and pronounce

that art is as sublime as the purity and decency
of Iran's great nation. It's several hundred years
that in this country the ritual of drama illustrates
parts of those profound emotions imbued with
innocence, wholesomeness and sense of being
oppressed which belong to an ancient nation.
The potentials and creativity of these artists
are originated from the depth of culture and
history which appears in various fields and
guises to play a role. Therefore it's expectable
that through the persistent efforts made by Ira-
nian masters, artists and students of drama and
through their creativities and innovations, this
art play its unique role in elevating the socie-
ties not only in Iran but throughout the world.
The permanent efforts of artists involved in dra-
matic arts and theater along with the sublime
ideals and objectives of Iran's great nation are
admirable. The enthusiastic and truth-seeking
eyes of audiences in the entire world are ex-
pecting your sublime works. I admire this festi-

val and appreciate all the artists and organizers
who have participated in holding this event.
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