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My son, Razi, Teiresias
Houshang Hethavand

AUl books and literature suggest that
the origin of theater and performing arts
is the land of ARai and GreeR islands,
the land of vineyards.

My son holds another idea. He be-
lieves that rituals of eastern condolence
ceremonies especially in Egypt, India,
China, and Iranian Plateau have all
been forms of a pseudo-theater which
existed some six to twelve thousand
years B.C.

After that time, I have only con-
sidered the beginning of theater cur-
rents. Al carved poems on the tombs
of ancient Egyptians, the signs seen in
ceremony forums, the theater-like per-
formances related to wheat cropping in
the burnt city of Zabol, all have secrets
behind them.

Our country, with its abounding sup-
pby of literature and verse is an impor-
tant section of universal theater.

Bearing my memories in mind, I re-
member the famous quotation of Peter
Brook who said Iranian Taziye is the
only thing that can save world’s theat-
er.

Dear foreign friends and artists;
Without trying to have any advertise-
ment load in my speech, I wish you have
seen “Zakariya-ye Razi” play. I hope
that you propose the same idea as my
son did. In this play, there are points
which can each act as a basis for a dif-
ferent dramas.

My son told me of such delicate points
about “Razi” s character:

- @id you Rnow that “ZaRgria-ye
Razi” was the first one to carry out au-
topsy in 12" century.

- Oid you know that he discovered
alcofiol and sulfuric acid?

- Did you know that he used frog’s
intestine for stitching in 12" century.

- While the whole world, especially
Europe suffered from small pox and
measles as incurable diseases, he rec-
ognized their difference and found the
medicine to cure them.

- He is the first one to introduce exper-
imentation to wisdom and Rnowledge of
the universe; an important theory which
Kant later came to Rnow.

Al these facts are somehow related to
theater. We only need to ask fiow.

Rahmat Amini
Thought and theater are two inseparable

subjects. When an artist chooses theater to
worR in, he has also chosen a way of thought.
Universities should be vanguards of thought
creating process. Students should learn ideas
and improve the situation of theater. An ideal
university makes the students think, apart
from teaching them practical and experimen-

tal works.

Mehrdad Rayani

It is not correct to say that there exists no
thought creation process in our universities.
Theater students study for four years in the
fope of having job opportunities. But since
they don't see a good future before them, they
[ose any interest in researching in theater are-
na. The answer to this problem is that there
should be systems to direct the students how

to enter professional theater.

Hadi Marzban

I believe that theater students are fooled
at the universities. They only waste their time
there and after graduation, nothing special
happens. There’s a question that why the
experienced professors do not teach at the
universities. A student who doesn’t Rnow

much about theater after a four-year period
of study can’t be useful to this art.

Nader Borhani Marand

Theater education has two sides. One of them
is official university education and the other side
is education in private theater centers. Theater
education in Iran is not consistent, and the level
of graduate's knowledge differs from year to
year. I cannot make a certain judgment on the
educational system. But I can say that many ac-
ademics do not have up-to-date information on
their field. Some textbooks taught at universities
date back to 30 years ago.

* Kourosh Narimani
The process of thought creation depends on
some elements that together can form a real
university graduate of theater. One of the ele-

ments goes back to the student’s preparedness
and aptitude in different areas of theater.
This is while most of the university students
are only students, nothing more.

Another element is the defected system of
theater education in our universities. The sys-
tem is not strict in choosing the syllabus and
academics. This is while university students
have not even read a few plays when they
graduate.

Ahmad Sa’atchian

University students always express their
discontent about the situation of universities.
Their discontent has several reasons. One is
that the academics and professors spend too
little time on educating their students. Stu-
dents also like to have experimental as well
as theoretical educations. University gradu-
ates have to start their practical work, after
graduation based on what they've learned at
universities, but they have learmed nothing
except theoretical issues there. So it will be
hard for them to perform on stage.

Mohammad Reza Khaki

If we investigate research educations at
universities, we'll conclude that research is
limited to only a few credits. Only the basics
of research are taught at universities. The
academic atmosphere can only explore tal-
ented people and direct them. Centers should
be established for directing research activities
of the students.

Hassan Majooni
Experimental theater is an art which talRs
about its contemporary era. It is a new version
and outlook about a topic. It is not a special
form of performance, but an exceptional and
unique outlook, Some experimental directors
Rnow what a disorderly situation they are in.
Many works are performed under the name of
experimental theater, while they do not have
its qualifications. Experimental theater is not
supported here in Iran. Seeing works of for-
eign groups can act as an improving element
in experimental theater of the country.



Somayel Ghazizadel
Yesterday afternoon, we went to
Hoveyzeh Hotel to have interviews with
Sforeign guests of 24 ' Fadjr International
Theatre Festival. Fortunately we could
speak, with different groups contributors
but we could not have interview with
those friends who had not translator ,like

“Georgia” and “Germany” groups.

Croatia / The Fan of Youth

We met 4 Contributors of this perform-
ance, Alin Antunovic, Assistant Director

Milena Blazanovic , Actress

Milana Buzolic Vucica, Actress and
Maria Kurjak,, Marketing Manager who
answered our questions:

w What did you see the Iranian stages?

I see the Honar hall, and city Theater,
they are great and lovely, we had four per-
formances in Honar , and we could see the
other international theatres [iRe “Bambie8”
, that performed in the main hall of City
Theater. We wished that we fiad perform-
ance in this beautiful building, but we are
content and Honar hall satisfied us also.

® How did you see the audience’s wel-
come?

It was great, great applaud, friendly be-
have, and it was really interesting for me.
Iranian audiences are very Kind and we feel
comfortable with Iranian people.

m [t means their hospitality?

Very kind, they are very Kind with us,
and we are satisfied with our fotel, organ-
izing ... everything is of,

® What is your opinion about Fadjr
Theatre Festival? Different aspects of this
Festival [ike stages, halls, organizing...?

They are good; every thing helps to have
an international atmosphere.

There are various performances which

give us the chance to see them.

Some of the good selected theaters per-
Sformed in this festival, some of them were
better and some of them were not. It was a
very professional selection.

® If you have a comparison between
Fadjr Theatre Festival and other interna-
tional theatre festivals, what is your idea?

It was a real big festival, I saw differ-
ent mature traditional performances in this

4" Fadjr International theatre Festival was great

Sestival, like Tranian street theatre which
I saw yesterday.

Estonia

Merle Karusoo, director and Katrin
SauRas, director and researcher were two
guests of Fadjr theatre festival. Both of
them answered to our questions:

® What did you see the Fadjr Festival?

Fantastic!

m Can you explain more?

I feel great, because I never have seen

Iranian theatres, we saw two fantastic
theatres, “2*2 m war” and “Macbeth”. We
became familiar with Iranian culture, al-
though we were not familiar with Persian
language , but these good performances
helped our perception.

We had no work to perform in this fes-
tival, but of course I will write about it in
the Estonian press.

Syria / Showbash

Hicham Kfarnh, director of national
theatre of Syria and director of “Show-
bash” is another guest who answered our
questions:

m Jow did you see the atmosphere of
Fadjr theatre Festival?

It has very nice atmosphere, because it
was very good to us to be familiar with
Iranian theatre and we are very happy
to be here because we had three perform-
ances in Honar and Sangelaj hall, I want
to say about those theatres I saw ; “Za-
Raria Razi’; the great performance which
had professional elements, and another
performance was “In a cup of coffee” from
Qom, although we had problem to under-
stand Persian language , but it was a use-
Jful performance.

m What is your idea about audiences
welcome?

Very good, without any problem, ap-
plaud of them were great for us.

® JHow did you see this festival at all?

We are happy, we had many contacts
with other groups, we spoke about the
plays of festival, and we hope that Iranian
theatre groups come to Syria to have per-
Jformance, to our festivals.

m Are you content?

Yes at all, T am content, but there were

minor problems [ike other festivals. I must
appreciate director of festival and its other
contributors. N

Other contributors of “showbash” [ike
Abdrahman Aboucasem , Actor,

Gianna Ed, Actress and Mr. Na-
manzhoud, Decoration designer spoke with
us.

Gianna Ed answered our questions:

m How did you see 24 ** Festival?

I think it was great, in Iran three artis-
tic festivals held in Fadjr decade , and this

is a good movement.

Switzerland/ The Belly of the
Whale

Carlo Verre , actor of this performance
answered to us:

m Is this your first presence in Fadjr
theatre festival? How did you see it?

Yes, it was, this was a very well-organ-
ized festival, audiences were too interested
in the festival and we also had great, beau-
tiful time.

In Iran, yesterday we saw two works;
“Macbeth’,the very beautiful show, there
was a big work for the body movement on
the stage. I compared it with European
works, and it was good. I could speak with
different audiences who were content too.

W Fadjr theatre could satisfy you?

Yes, of course, this was superior for me.
I must say that I saw the “In the darkness
of whale’s belly” from Fars and it was in-
teresting for me.

Germany / The Devil with the
Three Golden Hairs

Ingo Burghardt / Sound designer and
actor, came to our bulletin office and an-
swered to our questions very friendly:

m Fow did you see Fadjr theatre festi-
val'in comparison with German festivals or
other international theatre festivals?

Very good I have
not this imagination
Jfrom Iran, political
propaganda restrict-
ed Iran’s picture,
but my picture has
changed, and when
I return to Germany,
I will tell every one
the truth and I sug-
gest them traveling

to Iran and chang-
ing their imagination.

m What is your opinion about Iranian
halls and stages?

They are great and I did not think Iran
may have these many halls to perform.

:
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