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A Roundtable Attended by the Jury Panel of the \Nth Fadjr Theater Festival

We Are Theater Experts

Note: at a roundtable held in the presence of some staff members of Daily
Bulletin of the YVth Fadjr International Theater Festival and members of jury
panel ofthe festival including Hamid Samandaryan, Daniel Brooks, Mieke Kolk
and Sandro Lunin met each other and discussed briefly. At this roundtable the
issues of the selection and judging the works were raised. It must be pointed out
that Dr. Farindokht Zahedi had accompanied the juries and kindly translated the
discussions.

What are your criteria for judging the works in this edition of Festival?

Daniel Brooks: "it is the same issue we are talking and discussing about to find

the same criteria in our judgments. We are not yet sure what features should be
put forward for evaluating the works.
Each of the jury members will Judge as specialist in a special section of the
festival or they select the works which each other in the same body?
In the first session that we held together, we discussed the works and regarding
our experience and backgrounds we will reflect on all the works and the
assembly of friends’ ideas on a special work affirms the values of that work.
Hamid Samandaryan: “We discussed all theater issues because panel of jury
members have enough general knowledge and expertise on theater. While
we argue on directorial skill, acting and we may even consider those things
which are not theater but have originated from theater, for example literature.
We observe the text, the viewpoint of the one who has directed it. We can
imagine that through guiding people to move on the set which is lighted, we
anthropomorphize literature. We look upon changes made to a subject and
then reflected by humane behaviors. We realize which of the actors has been
ahead.”
“We also concerned for the integrity of the work, having a unifying idea which
is represented by lighting, costume design, director’s analysis of his/her work
and the kind of text that they want to perform. If we do this, we will be drawn
to all features of theater. Although we may not give our opinion on for example
makeup, because we don't have makeup artist in our panel. But if we see an
exceptional makeup, we can realize and highlight it. We are allowed to reflect on
all issues related to theater. We are allowed to opine and this should be officially
approved by us. It means that the approval of three out of five members will be
enough for us.




held a Q & A session with the official of Iranian theater.
At the end of this session the director of Iran's Dramatic
Arts Center presented a traditional Iranian souvenir to
Mr. Majounda to appreciate his statesman on Zionists'
offensive and aggression to Gaza.

Next, Hossein Parsa'ei the director of Iran's Dramatic
Arts Center and the head of ITI in the country said: "Un-
like some countries Iran doesn't have the experience of
private and non-governmental theater. So ITI has given
the right to Iranian theater to join it. But since general

assembly of this center in Iran has not come to a conclu-
sion and the real elections has not been held, Dramatic
Arts Center is paying the membership rights to ITI and
is in charge of the related tasks.”

Parsaei announced that in the forthcoming days we will
hold the elections of UNIMA Center in Iran to introduce
the head of this organization in our country. Ifelections
also is held for selecting ITI committee in Iran, Dra-
matic Arts Center will support it, but until that time we
will take the responsibility."




theatrical works based on the subject matter of peace.

For example nowadays that India and Pakistan are chal-
lenging with each other, we have organized a play cen-
tered on peace to be performed by the artists from both
countries in Bangladesh," Majoumdar announced.

The asserted: "Such plays can introduce the ideas of
people to each other. As theater managers, we respect
political boundaries, but we don't want that our work of
theater will be limited to boundaries."

Commenting on the current affairs, Mr. Majoumdar
said: "We cannot be silence toward events like Gaza
and keep on looking just like a spectator. For this reason
they are against the war and want to stop any war which
occurs in the world. The confrontations should be re-
solved through political discussions not by military of-

fensives. In this regard the role of UN is extremely im-
portant."

"The policy of ‘eye for an eye’ will blind the world," the
head of International Theater Institute emphasized.

In the other part of his speech, he referred to the 27th
Fadjr International Theater Festival and said: "I was
impressed by this festival and I hope the center of 1TI
in Iran plays a more active role. The section of nations
initiated in this international Festival is in line with the
policy of ITL."

He then described the programs and activities of ITI:
"we publish several magazines in this institute which
one of them is world Theater. This magazine is pub-
lished in three languages Arabic, English and French.
We have included many articles on theater in various
parts of the world there and it is a good source for being
acquainted with the theater of the world.

At this session Christina Pagourli from Greece who is
the deputy of International Theater Institute, expressed

Must Be Respected
of ITI

her pleasure of attending in the 27th Fadjr International
Theater Festival, "One of my exciting experiences is
watching plays among the young audience as well as
seeing plays from different countries which have been
organized by the officials of Iranian Theater" she said.
Furthermore, the Finnish artistic director of ITI referred
to the programs held by Finland on theater: "In our coun-
try we publish many issues and brochures on theater and
we try to introduce Finland to the other countries"

The director of International Seminars Section of Fadjr
Theater Festival regarded the identity of theater as so
original and said; "Theater is a way of removing misun-
derstandings among people and it is hoped that theater
enable us to expand humane relations."

Following the session, foreign guests and attendants



The Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance at the Festival

Minister Watched a Play Produced in
Mashhad

Accompanied by his deputy, the general director of Dramatic Arts Center and
a number of other officials and artists, the Minister of Culture and Islamic
Guidance Mohammad Safar Harandi watched a theater performance from
the Iranian city of Mashhad called “Look to the Sky” written and directed
by Mohammad Mahdi Khatami. The minister who has opted to watch a play
from the other city rather than Iranian capital praised the efforts made by the
officials of theater festival for holding a magnificent event celebrating the
30th anniversary of Islamic Revolution. He said that the presence of Iranian
artists and officials for holding this festival must be honored.

Social Values
Said the Hea

The head of International Theater Institute was
honored for his statement in defense of oppressed
people of Gaza at a session which was attended
by the Journalists and foreign guests.

At this program, Majoumdar, the head of Inter-
national Theater Institute stated: "It's my third
visit to Iran and I'm so pleased to attend the 27th
Fadjr International Theater Festival. Interna-
tional Theater Institute was founded in 1948 by
UNESCO and the officials of this Institute de-
cided to form a letter of understanding centered
on theater in various countries."

He added: "International Theater Institute has
nearly about 90 centers around the world and one
of them is based in Iran. Currently there are 20
members are working in the executive council of
ITI. The Institute is comprised of different com-
mittees and we have tried to elevate their activi-
ties throughout the world. ITI is the most active
theatrical body and theater festivals can influence
the process of and works being done in this Insti-
tute. We try to hold all festivals based on respect
to global social values."

Speaking about theater artists, he opined: "Those
who are involved in theatrical productions must
respect social values and one of the main objec-
tives of theater art is that it should be the repre-
sentation of people's hopes and frustrations on
the stage. Unfortunately nowadays the opinions
of the others are less respected which leads to vi-
olence and propagation of terrorism in the world
and theater can be so influential in creating mu-
tual respect."

"We have a project in war-torn regions to stage







