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An Interview with
Farideh Sepah Mansour

(Actress in Theater, Cinema and
Television)

“Unfinished Tale of that Lucky
Woman” play which was staged at City
Theater's Nou Hall had only one actress;
Farideh Sepah Mansour, well-Rnown
theater and cinema artist. With her pro-

Jfessional movements, tone of voice and
lively performance she draws the atten-
tion of all the audience.

*You have been much active in theater
these days. ..

-I've performed in a couple of plays
since five years ago. After my last per-
formance, “The Glass Zoo” I was offered
to play in several works. I didn’t like
some of them and I was not able to es-
tablish good communication with otfhers.
Of course the generation gap between
the two theater generations also played a
role in Reeping me away from theater.

*Your role in the “Unfmished Tale
of that Lucky Woman” was a solo one.
Was it the first time you shouldered the
difficult dialogues and pivotal role of a
play?

~Yes, it was the furst time I had such a
role. It was always hard for me to have
the audience tolerate my only presence. I
discussed the problem with the director,
Farhad Sharify, and he helped me over-
come the problem.

*What 1s your comment on the role
which you played?

~Some of the audiences believe that the
woman lives in a chaotic world like that
of the psychopaths. It is not true. She is
Just lonely, with loads of lost memories.

*Did your performance style influence
the character you were playing?

-In five meetings we discussed this point
with the director: Actually, we onfy opened
awindow to the world of the woman. We
came to conclusion that the woman was
not a psycho, and was only reviewing her
loneliness. When I made sure that she was
not mentally il I was more able to commu-
nicate with the role.

“Music in Theater” in Workshop

He is a musician. It was his executive support that helped “Bambie 8” be staged
in [ran. His aim is to communicate music culture of countries with each other and
help their ideas be shared.

The musician we re talking about is Nil Von Derlin Den.

The first thing he talks abut is the eye-catching works of the Festival; Works
such as Rostam and Sofirab opera, and Major Barbara’s wife. He believes that
music has helped these plays to be believed and understood in a proper way by
the audience.

Derlin Den comments on Brecht and says that he was a German communist
whose intention was thrilling the audience and make them aware of the social sit-
uation. For this good, he has made use of music to help the audience concentrate,
for a way from the music of Rostam and Sohrab Opera which dips the audience
in_fantasy. In “Major Baubara's wife” play, Brecht’s is ideas have been used so
wisely. For instance, a tool has tot several uses. The music and story are simple.

Some of the performers narrate the story and some others play the music in the
back of the stage. Nilvon Perlin Den went on to say that many works of theater
are based on rituals and such texts are even seen in an client Greece.

One of the participants in the workshop talked about “Zaar”, a music ritual
which is practiced in southern Iran. He said that Zaar was an illness, and to cure
it a ceremony was held. The ceremony transformed into a ritual along the passage
of time. He believed that Zaar ritual and its music aspects were more important
compared to its theater — [iRe aspect. The atmosphere dominating the ritual is of
a sacred nature, he said.

At the workshop, footages of different operas and music were played for the
audience, namely; Morrocan ritual and stage theater, War and ®Peace, Carmen,
Othello, Vagnor, and Puccini operas.

In general, the workshop was so fruitful, since we understood the position of
music better. In the above-mentioned operas, even if the words were omitted.
Music was able to express the feelings by itself, in these works, all the contribu-
tors has good understanding of the atmosphere.

That's why the works were so successful in achieving their objectives.

An Effort to Revive Culture of Theatre Watching
Mohammad Kfazay; Manager of communication and advertisement of
Dramatic Art Center
New happening has occurred in Dramatic Arts

=4 ‘| Center. Hossein Parsai, manager of Dramatic Art
T | Centerat the first day of festival asked me to have
a new organization about the lacking of Iranian
theatre . One of the important discussion is the ad-
vertisement of theatre, we ever face with lacking
of advertisement in theatre. Because of this prob-
lem, our theatre always has special theatre, and
one of the reason of these happening, is advertise-
ment. Information is weak, We have not problem
with the numbers of audiences, because the capac-
ity of our halls is limit, so we have established the
unit of ‘communication and advertisement” and
office of general communication of Dramatic Art Center and other halls are
under the supervision of it. Activities of this unit do not limit to Tehran and

they will demonstrate in other regions of our country to improve the advertise-
ments of theatre.




A Glace at Set Design-
ing in Iranian Current
Theater

By: Payam Foroutan

In Tranian theater, the tasks to be
carried out by the set designer are al-
ready decided by the director before the
designer is invited to the stage. The real
position of the set designer is under
stated fhere.

The directors sometimes do not feel
any responsibility towards the design-
ers and do not valve their work, Some-
times the director wants to have the set
shrunk, or even omitted completely due
to small available space on the stage.
The one whose efforts are wasted is the
poor set designer.

There are times that the set designer
and the director communicate their
ideas and reach an agreement over fiow
the stage should be set.

But when the set is prepared for the
performance, the director complains
about what he has formerly agreed on.

European theater came to Rnow the
importance of stage set and its strong
influence on the process of performance
in the late 19" century.

Such an event happened in our coun-
try with a hundred years delay.

Late 1980s and 1990s have been
magnificent decades in Iranian theater.
The results of these decades will become
apparent in_forthcoming years.

In these years in a youthful and
dynamic spirit entered the body of Ira-
nian theater. Young and educated fig-
ures entered professional theater and
introduced new images of the art. New
talents in stage designing also came to
stage. In the process of these changes,
set designers had to deal with three
different sorts of directors. First,the
professional ones who cast a profes-
sional [ook, upon set designing. They
are mostly the young talents.

The other group, producing theater
under the name of directors, still hold
their old views about the art. They try
to impost their ideas on set designers.
The last groups of directors are those
who do the set designing them. That's
why the quality of their work stands at
a low level.

Iranian National Theatre

Mohsen Hosseini

Every theatre which performs in eve-
ry country with the language of that
country is national theatre, with all
dramatic aspects, aesthetic designing
and diction.

Main parameters of national theatre
are aesthetic and lingual form, and also
using the form of Iranian theatre is an-
other specialty of national theatre. The
most important element of national
theatre is language. National theatre
must have connection, with different
plays and customs of that country, if
we have them; we can hopeful to have
masterpieces in national theatre.

Majid Jafari

To reach to [ranian national theatre,
we must do different efforts, at first
we must find our vernacular theatre,
and demonstrate our traditional plays
with new view. We can experience to
reach the style of Iranian theatre.

If we want to get involve in destiny
of next genemtion, we must to invest
in artistic and cultural field and spe-
cially invest in theatre, because this art
is the art of teaching and learning and
influencing and being influenced.

Hossein Aate
We are not yet rich in theatre records
to have a national theatre too. Iranian

music and architecture have their iden-
tity and place, but unfortunately, out
theatre has not identity, it means that
if we have a performance in other coun-
tries, people do not Know the Iranian
theatre aspects and search for the name
of country just Taziyeh has national
identity, but we could settle other Ira-
nian shapes of theatre in the world.

Chista Yasrebi
e have not Iranian national thea-
tre based or our definitions. In fact, we
have not national theatre with Iranian
aspects which can narrate the Iranian
stories of today with Iranian form to
Iranian and foreign audiences.

Until foreign texts are available,
and managers do not invest in Irani-
an plays and theatre, we never reach
national theatre. To prosper, Iranian
national theatre must produce with
special budget.

Abdolhay Shammasi

In every country that theatre per-
Sform in it, if the text, is written based
on writer’s view to history and soci-
ety of that country, is thoughtful, and
writher as the member of society is the
crystallization of his society thought.

Our thought and culture give security
to national theatre, but unfortunately we
accidentally see the national plays.

selected.

homage section.

tion of special and arbitrary lens.

Art in Glasses

In the 24th Fadjr Internationa[tﬁeatrefestiva[’”; losing ceremony,
Mr. Saeed Bonakdar Tehirani, General manager of” Optic” company,
dedicate some of the productions of his company.to those wﬁo will be

Those present which this company, dedicate to selected are:

1. 6 Frame of “NEOSTYLE" company of Germany with the card qf sup—
porting and installation of special and arbitrary lens.

2. Life long supporting of lens and frame of glasses to pioneers of festwa[’ s

3. Supporting of 12 frames for artists with card of supporting and installa-
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