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University and Theatre
Improvement
Dr. Magid Sar Sangi

Member of professorship and manager of
educational group of dramatic arts, Tefiran Uni-
versity

In these current years, most of critics, manag-
ers and artist discussed on pathology of theatre.
These discussion show different aspects of im-
provement half in theatre; some problems fike
lack of facilities and financial affair; halls,. ..

Tranian academic theatre is not old in com-
parison with American or Europe theatre but it
can be interpreted to a risky age.

Statistics show that, number of academic
center has great increased after the Islamic revo-
lution. Most of Iranianwriters, directors, actors,
designers and other theatre contributors, gradu-
ated in these academic centers, but unfortunate-
by, we must say that real relationship between
academic centers and theatre improvement have
not connected. Perfiaps the first reason of this
problem back to the old relation between univer-
sity and professional; and job environment.

Another reason can be universities them
selves, It is natural that theatre professional en-
vironment is eager to apply those artists who can
act in this difficult conditions.

At last I suggest that it can be great if the
Dramatic Arts Center establish an office under

the title of ‘relationship with university’.

from provinces other than the capital.

dicted and not pre-planned?

An Interview with Shahriar Rashid Alipour
Executive Director Of 24" Fadjr International
Theater Testi'ua[]

* Describe the programming process of the executive headquarters of the Fes-
tival, and tell us when you started preparing for hiolding the Festival?

- We have been engaged in preparatory meeting held for the Festival since
months ago. It has been tried that all the artists, the audience, and the executing
staffs be in a calm atmosphere so that the things go well. Fortu-
nately, this calmness has been kept up to now, and I hope the situ-
ation remains so until the end of the Festival.

Fadjr International Theater Festival comprises three sections
which are International section, theaters from Tefiran, and theaters

Every section has its own manager so that full cooperation is achieved.
Some 70 percent of the stage sets have been constructed so far. Groups
Jfrom cities other then the capital move their stage accessories to the capital some of
the plays which have been performed before have their stage accessories already avail-
able. In this way, the only pays which need their accessories built are these performed.
in the workshops and those which experience their first performances.
° Can the City Theater handle plays with so many audience or those unpre-

- Yes, all such problems have been predicted by the executive headquarters.
The plays are planned to have as much audiences as possible. Plays will also be
performed in various séances so that all sorts of audience can see them.

° How can the artists, students and other theater fans get ticRets?

- The tickets were booRed two days before the opening. Some 15 percent of the
Ticket sales were allocated to the boxes. Members of the House of Theater and
Students can get discount on tickets upon showing their membership cards.

Theatre Criticism in I[ran ~

Rahmat _Amini

Most of productions in theatre do not
provoke critics to write about them, If
we have good theatres on stages, critics
can not be passive about them and they
write good reviews on them.

Farshid Ebrahimian

Criticism is the child of philosophy
and brother of theatre. True criticism
tooR its roots in that philosophy which
different artistic styles and schools
breathe on its air.

Criticism came with theater to Iran
in the same time. Activities of two of-
Sficial organization; “National Associa-
tion of theatre critics of Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran” and “Association of theatre
critics and writers” are very profitable
to Iranian theatre society.

If we consider the process of theatre
criticism in Iran, it could be recognize

that, we have improved. Our critics are

not in the great distance with the world
critics, perhaps we technically weak in

criticism but we have strong concept.

We must practice to improve.

Mohammad Reza Khaki

Theatre and criticism are interde-
pendent, our theatre criticism confines
to press, although quality of theatre de-
pends on criticism quality. Our criticism
is too weak and because of it, artists do
not attend seriously to reviews which
write on their works. Artists want our
admiration more than awareness about
their weaRnesses.

Mohsen Hosseini

We have not theater Criticism or we
may be had dispersed ones these years.

Today Criticisms are self — inter-
ested.

However, the Criticism is a basis for
theater’s quality improvement.

But unfortunately the majority of
the Iranian theater critics are still stay-
ing in 19th century mood, and they do
not accept the new performances.

If our criticism could have a simul-
taneous movement with or could have
two steps priority, then are can expect
an improvement in our theater.

Hossein Aate

Criticisms on theater were not such
special or interesting these years, al-
though I believe in Criticism improve-
ment in order to theater’s progress.

But unfortunately we do not Rnow
what did the directors do in Iran? Both
managers and cirtics are unaware of the
directors vision, during the masterpiece
performance although the criticism
could be important to a performance.



Memorandum

Iranian Directing, Iranian
Acting, and the theater Genre
Houshang Heihavand

Plenty of books, articles and dis-
sertations have been translated or
written on acting in theater and
its directing. Most of the works are
abound with such educational en-
lightening points that every person
involved in theater has to study
them. However, among all these
works, no single work, deliberately
focuses on “director’s guiding of ac-
tors”. The existing translated sourc-
es on this subject are incomplete
and have deficiencies because of the
translator’s inability in communi-
cating with the subject and correct
understanding of it.

Anyway, the problem remains
unsolved, the question of why it is
needed to study specific ideas in “di-
recting Iranian actor”.

Such need has been felt and ful-
Sfilled by some capable theater ac-
tors through their personal experi-
ence. The exact subject I'm trying
to describe is “Iranian systems and
techniques” in “director’s guiding of
actors”

Other related questions can be
raised. Too, such as; the difference
between “actor’s development” and
“actor’s directing”, the meaning and
extent of distance among “the ac-
tor”, “the role” and “performance’,
“behavioral, emotional and view
— point” differences between role
and actor, by what “information”
and “background” the ‘“director”
can “guide” the actor.

I believe that new pivots have to
be defined about “Director’s guid-
ing of actors” according to humans’
local tempers, nature, artifacts,
their ethics and the living condi-
tions of the actors. Stanislavski sys-
tem’s mistakes Or wrong views held
about Bertolt Brecht, Meyer Holt
and Gertovski can all be revised.

Directed by:
Miroslav Benka
ON THE OCCASION OF
ONE INTERVIEW
INTERNAL PICTURES
SET IN MOTION: BEN
MIRO

m “BREAD AND PLAYS”. Why?

It was recorded that Junius Juve-
nal Decimus (around 58-140), a Ro-
man writer who wrote satires from
the period of the Domitius rule and
ridiculed the rotten society of his time,
supposedly shouted at the sic contented
mob. PANEM AND CIRCENSES
(BREAD AND CIRCUS) actually
plays. This famous saying was a re-
proach addressed to the mob because of
their incomprehension of higher values
in life.

In that sense, while seeking “the
mythical pictures”, I remembered that
old Juvenal’s maxim and named the
performance BREAD AND PLAYS
because, It seems that what had been
said in the maxim, is what we lack
most, particularly nowadays. Bread is
a thing we cannot live without. But,
games are also man’s basic need, just
like bread itself! Therefore I have in-
voked “the emotional memory” through
agame. I did that in our primevalwheat
field Vojvodina. I was making up and
recording the rituals related to our re-
gion, to the cult of bread, because even
the Manicheans considered bread to be
metaphysical, “sur” material symbol. In
the Roman civilization bread had be-
come the symbol of the very day reality,
“panis quotidianis”, whereas according
to the old Slavic custom, “a Christian
should pray only for the allowance of
bread predestined by the forthcoming
day”. Therefore, before each installa-
tion of the “theatre of dreams”, we are
going to give some bread to the audi-
ence in order to share is symbolically as
a new energy, with people from all over
the world.

mWhat was your fundamental idea
when creating your artistic work?

My idea was to look, back, into the
past, to evoke my imaginary vision of
the world, to revive it, to touch it under
the layers of the accumulated times, to
take it out of the dust, to wave in into
the clouds and immortalize it. To “begin
to sing in the voice” of my ancestors, to
speak, out in the language of magnifi-
cent poetic images, intense atmospheres
and passion, in a language of ritual im-
ages similar to those bizarre traditional
stories, to look back into centuries- old
customs of the nations bound to myths
and legends to the bread cult. My idea
was to preserve and eternalize that un-
touchable world of fantastic images,
the world which sits silent deep inside
of me, restful and dignified.

It is my wish to evoke “ethnos” and
reach “mythos” with the help of the
body language in which centuries hong
energy of the historic time has been set-
tled. I have done that in order to avoid
the aggressive process of globalization
of the world, the process which tends
to endangers customs, culture and tra-
ditions of small nations as well as the
right to be different. It threats to en-
dangers the wealth of the world.

Meanwhile, I wish the evocation of
the “ethnos” were the universal story
about the mythical roots of each of us.
I wish the mythical times became eve-
rybody’s time and “the soul of the na-
tion” became a soul of every nation. The
soul, in which with the ritual scenes of
the body movement caught and immor-
talized images, powerful, deafening at-
mosphere, light, colour, sound and local
colour, can be defined as the universal
colour in which other traditions and
cumtoms can recognize themselves.

Using my own, very personal opinion
of the world, these imaginary scenes
help me to understand other people bet-
ter, to comprehend and accept the time
which passes inexorably. They help me

hug the whole world.
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The 24, Fadjr International Theater Festival




