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‘ The 37th Fadjr International Theater Festival, similar to the previous ones, has dedicated a distinct
’ section in its competition sections to the theater poster. As the festival secretory, | was obliged to attend
certain jury meetings, namely, jury meeting on the poster section of the festival. Participating in the sessions
brought numerous research perspectives into the view, questions that each could be the subject of a study.
Evidently, judging is not separated from research and theory, and this interconnectedness sheds light on
the winding myriad of diverse research subjects, seemingly of obvious issues. Questions so obvious that
could not be seen at first glance. Nonetheless, engaging with them makes this section of 37th Fadjr Theater
Festival competitions greatly fascinating.

In a broad sense, poster belongs to the domain of visual arts. Having a section in the Fadjr Theater
Festival as poster competition is now so commonplace that we often hardly think of the engaging nature of
this visual art form in the category of dramatic arts. In fact, it seems that theater poster is naturally a subject
of research: is the poster as an art object belonging to the domain of visual arts aesthetically independent so
that it can be considered an artwork unrelated to theater? Or, the work aesthetic interaction and connection
to a whole, namely, the theater should be considered an evaluative criterion? The question indeed chal-
lenges our preliminary assumption, and, in fact, it will lead to more challenging and fundamental questions.

A look at the historical survey of advertisement in performance of dramatic works illustrates that the
phenomenon is indeed one of the fundamental elements in every performance: from the time in which a
work was announced zealously to the public in the streets of Athens on the occasion of a ritual ceremony,
or when Lautrec for drama designed posters which could be seen on the walls of European cities, to the
contemporary era that social networks and media cover a great range of audi_ince. Nonetheless, that begs
the questions, “whether posters serve merely as a means of advertisement for the time and place of the
performance?” Or, “is the poster deemed to provide a general ambience of the artwork and to tell us a part
of a story of the given performance?”

Nevertheless, theater has always been an interdisciplinary art; the coexistence of music, dialogue, and
motion, on the one hand, and achieving proper scenic design and incorporation of painting, sculpture and
architecture, on the other, to theater can always be seen in the history of theater. Hence, our questions
change to newer ones: from where does the theater start? Is it when the audience sits in the amphitheater
and the lightilluminates the stage? Or, does the theater begin in the very moment we face the theater poster?
Today when the poster can be seen less on the street walls and can be found more often on social media,
does not our encounter with theater begins there?

To say it briefly, there are ample research questions and that was our concern while treating poster section
of Fadjr Theater Festival. Moreover, that is why we find judging and competition suitable in order to address
such research as there may not be a better opportunity to contemplate on the matter than on the occasion

of the 40th anniversary of the Islamic revolution and the 37th Fadjr Theater Festival.

Neder Borhanimarand
The Director of 37t Fadjr International Theater Festival
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The Jury

Saed Meshki

Born in 1963 in Tehran,
Meshki is a graphic de-
signer, an artistic director,
and an Iranian publisher.
He was graduated majoring
Graphic Design from Univer-
sity of Tehran. Meshki is a
member of Iranian Graphic
Designers Society (IGDC)
and a member of Alliance
Graphique Internationale
(AGI) club. Moreover, he
is the managing editor
and owner and publisher
of Neshan magazine and
Meshki publication. Meshki
has won the second prize of
cover design and the special
award of creativity in the
6th Biennial Iran Graphic
Design. Furthermore, he
is the winner of first prize
in cover design of the 7th
Biennial Iran Graphic Design,
the winner of pearl award
in Czech Republic Design,
and is awarded the first prize
of the 1st Biennial Cover
Design of Tehran. He is the
winner of lcograda Excellence
Award of Intemational Poster
Biennale Warsaw in 2009.
Meshki was also awarded
the special jury prize for
the collection of works in
the Biennial of the Islamic
Design in 2009.

Farzad Adibi

Born in 1967 in Songor,
Adibi is a graphic artist
and graphic design pro-
fessor. He was graduated
majoring in Graphic Design
from University of Tehran,
holding the excellence Art
Certificate (tantamount to
Ph.D degree). Adibi is the
official member of Iranian
Graphic Designers Society
(IGDS) and a visiting pro-
fessor at the University of
Tehran since 2002 to date.
He has organized several
solo exhibitions: “Perspective
and Image”, “Face of Poem”,
“Silent Roar”, “On Being and
Singing”, “A Review of the
works” and . . . . Moreover,
Adibi published a number
of articles, including, “Gal-
leria in Iranian Typography”,
“Mannerism in Iran’s Today
Graphics”, “Formalism in
Iran’s Today Graphics”, and
“Fifth Generation, Their two
Generation”. In addition, he
was the graphic designer
of certain issues of several
journals among which are
“Journal of Art”, “National
Studies”, “Orient Reporter”,
“Call of the Truth”, “Public
Insurance”, “Student”, and
“Future Makers”.

Saleh Tasbihi

Born in 1981 in Tehran,
Tasbihi is a graphic artist
and a photographer. He
was graduated majoring
in Graphic Design. He is
a member ofinternational
Federation of Joumalists (IFJ)
and organized several solo
exhibitions, namely, “Toll of
Time”, “Naphthalene”, “Com-
pound Incidence”, “The Birds
of Bagh-e Shah (Garden of
Shah)”, and “Carcinoma”.
Moreover, Tasbihi partici-
pated in various collective
exhibitions, namely, “Another
City”, “Deep Depression”,
“Deeper Depression”, “Hu-
man as This”, “Mann the
New Art”, “London Calling:
Tehran”, “Persbook”, “Review
of a Decade of Video Art in
Iran”, “Forough”, “Takhti”,
“Untitled” ,“Art and Peace,”
"Atomized” ,“Samad Beh-
rang’’,“Pathophobia’,“Tehran:
a Defenseless City” ,“Mr.
President” ,“Probability of
Occurrence “and” Reality
and lllusion :a Review of the
Contemporary Photography
in Iran.”
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The Statement of the Jury

Appreciating the cultural and artistic efforts of the directors of this festival
and competition, the jury would like to make a few remarks:

A look at the history of theatre poster in Iran indicates that theater posters,
compared to posters in other fields, were designed in a more freely manner
and a more creative approach. Consequently, judging this branch of poster
designing demands more sensitivity and accuracy as well.

The jury encountered over 400 posters, received by the secretariat, and had
to select a quarter of this number for the presentation. The qualitative evalu-
ation of the current festival posters suggests that theater posters are greater
in quality compared to posters designed in various other fields, and that is a
fortunate phenomenon. For this reason, the jury examined the works several
times to obtain the best results. The criteria for selecting the winners were,
most importantly, "to be updated", proper layout, diversity and variety in per-
formance, and conforming to the content of the theater as much as possible.

The jury hopes that its judgment will have a positive effect on the process of
designing theater posters in Iran, and we hope we will see improvements in
the quality of future works of Iranian designers.

Last but not least, is the evident yet essential point that is addressed, how-
ever never practiced, in several ways in the statements, articles, and the me-
dia: vanishing presence of the poster among the people.

A poster is a communicative tool, and it belongs to the streets in the every-
day life. Although posters are instruments to an event, they should relate to
people and encourage them to watch theater. Confining the poster in exhibi-
tions will have no positive effect on the society and people, the main audience
of the poster, and it is in complete violation of the major objective of designing
posters.

The jury committee urgently demands considering special places dedicated
to putting up posters throughout Tehran so that Iranian people may reconcile
with posters once again. It is expected that this request will be referred to
Tehran municipality authorities.

Saed Meshki,Farzad Adibi,Saleh Tasbihi
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Competition Section, Statictics

Total number of participants:

111 Graphich designers by 435 posters
Accepted posters for competition and book:
61 posters & 5 collections by 34 designers
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A Review of Theater Poster Competition of 36th Fadjr International Theater Festival 2018

Director of Festival: Farhad Mohandespour
Manager of Poster Competition: Amir Esmi

The Jury: Majid Balouch (Iran)

Sabina Oberholster (Switzerland)
Aysegul Izer (Turkey)

Markus Weisbeck (Germany)

Parsua Bashi (Iran), Reza Abedini (Iran)
Siam Attariya (Thailand), Amir Esmi (Iran)
Sebastian Kubica (Poland)

Javad Atashbari (Iran), Ali Bagheri (Iran)

The Winners:

First Prize: Sousan Samanifar (Drama Poster: Saturday Noon)

Second Prize: Rasoul Haghjou (Drama Poster: Hatam)
Third Joint Prize: Mohammad Sadegh Zarjouian (Drama

poster:Crow) Farideh Barati (Drama Poster: Blood Sugar)
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