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The secretary of Festival visited the foreign guests

The secretary of the Festival see the foreign guests off at their residence in Ferdowsi Grand
Hotel on their way to their respective countries. Dr.Majid Sarsangi see off the troupes from
Armenia,France and Vietnam in early hours of this morning.Ara Yernjakian of Armenia ,Serjis
tcheumlekdkjian of France and Ngo Kim Loan of Vietnam were present in this warm see off.
Yernjakian proposed further cooperation with Iranian counterparts and invited the Iranian
troupes to Armenia in order to develop the cultural relationships. Dr.Sarsangi appreciated the
idea and added that we have long standing relationships with Armenia and we appreciate it.
He said, “I hope in the following years to host more troupes from Armenia. | heard good news
of your performances. | am sure that you are the meritorious delegation of your country here. |
am obliged to avail myself of this opportunity to thank you all and | am looking forward to meet
you again in lran.”

The secretary of festival had a meeting with the Vietnamese troupe and welcomed their
participation here in the Festival. He said,” Thank you very much for your attendance .you have
come a long way for performances here. We have not many Vietnamese performers here. |
hope your participation pave the way for further cooperation apologize the deficiencies if any.
| hope you a happy journey to your home.” Head of Vietnamese group thanked the secretary
and said, “| hope this is an inauguration of better relationships between two countries. | am
obliged to thank you for all your efforts. We have only one performance due to shortage of time
and tight scheduled program of the festival."Dr.Sarsangi then met the French guests of the
Festival and referred to the longstanding cultural relationship between France and Iran and
related the earliest dramas translated into Farsi. He also referred to Moliere and other French
writers. He added, “l am very glad to be a host for a well known qualified troupe from France.
| saw the recorded version of your performance. | am willing to meet you again in Tehran” The
French director replied, “We like Iran and we do hope for further visits. It's a pity, we have not
the opportunity to visit more places here.” Then one of the members of French troupe thanked
the hospitality of the authorities of festival and warm welcome in Molavi Hall.

Three More plays to be judged in International competition section

Yerma is a famous play of Lorca translated by Late Iranian poet performed by Cactus troupe directed by
Gooran. Gooran is a young innovative director with many original ideas in performance and public prestige.
The play tells the story of a childless woman living in rural Spain. Her desperate desire for motherhood
becomes an obsession that eventually drives her to commit a horrific crime. This desperation is produced
by the social norms of her culture, and the work functions as a critique of those norms. Living in a society of
women who have children with their husbands as part of a ritual, this hurts Yerma even more. Yerma kills
her husband in the end because he is a frugal, economically driven man who has no desire to have children.
For him, children are a costly transaction. The ending where she kills him is ironic however because she
kills him at «ermita» which is a sacred religious place with the possibility of fertility. Soheila Golestni,Mehdi
Pakdel,Ashkan Sadeghi,Iman Afsharian,Soodeh Sharhi,Nooshin Sloleimani, Shaghayegh Pourhamdi and
Simin Ahmadi are the performers of this play. Hedyeh Tehrani Iranian the famous actress of Iranian movies
is the costume designer of play.
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An Interview with Roberto Choli

You were present in the performance of Tazieh. What is your opinion about it?
| was one of the few audiences in the hall. | have seen many Tazieh performed. | have E— i
also invited many Tazieh troupes for performing it in Munheim Hall of Germany. These

were staged in parks and city center as usual. | firmly believe that the European audience should see the
- Tazieh being performed. Although it belongs to Iranian tradition, | like them staged in Germany. But | prefer
short performances.

How did you find the Iranian plays in 26th Fajr International Theater Festival in comparison with
the previous years?

| have not seen any foreign works. | do not like to speak in comparison. | am an old man of theater, being
asked frequently about the performances. | do not like to disappoint them. But | am obliged to say that more
than any European | have seen Iranian performances. | do my obligations well, sitting politely in the hall.
Scoring is not my favorite. My point of view differs with those of Iranians.

What are your criteria for choosing the works for performance in Roher?

When | chose a work, it does not mean that is the best work. The conditions and the factors in decision
making are various It is not just the artistic values. There are some important points as well. of the most
effective factors in decision making ,| must point out the spiritual coalition of the Iranian essence of the play
with those of Germans. Although | must admit that the selected works are very high quality plays. It is very
important that the German audience make acquaintance by minimum number of plays and gain maximum
results. What is the reason of your enthusiasm in Iran theater?

| believe that in all countries around here in Middle East and central Asia the best theaters belong to Iran.
There is a perpetual contradiction between traditions and modernism in Iran more that any country. These
are manifested in the most beautiful manner.

An interview with the head of Rashomon troupe

Let us know more about your troupe.
It concict of two groups, but harmonized. | have designed the structure of work. Stage setting is my own
idea. The performers are Swiss and German.
Are you a freelancer group or state owned? How old is your troupe?
Our group is a freelancer one but enjoys governmental subsidies. We want to draw a larger audience with
a more important goal in mind, than a simple ordinary performance. We are intending to take the audiences
into a world in order to gain more experiences. The unique unprecedented experience.
Are you under the influence of Eugenio Barba and Jerzy Grotofsky?
I do not know these gentlemen But it is interesting knowing them. I like to create a cosmos for my audiences
and their active role in it.
How about your self?
I like the feeling of being lost in such a world.When an idea hit my conciouness | like to personify it and see
it in concrete reality. | like to create it.
Have you been influenced by Film Noir in creating the play?

It seems an interesting question .| have been influenced in my previous performance. But not in
Rashomon.
Why have you depicted this text?
| have seen a performance of Rashomon but | liked to have it performed in a different style.For me the
narrative is more important than the atmosphere. It is important for me to have more potential in my theater.
My notion is creating an atmosphere by the sound effects.
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