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In 26th Fajr International Theater Festival we hosts a separate section as oriental theater That is an
approach to a vast area of rituals, traditions and culture .India, Singapore, China and Vietnam and also
our own country Iran with well known Tazieh. A pure drama with unique characteristics that remained on
changed in the course of time. We included a new section as theater of nations for emphasizing on the
world of theater and orient in particular for the historical and original approach in the first place. It is initiated
this year and hopefully will continue in coming festivals as well. After call for the plays 17 works hit the table,
Troubles of Germany from Beijing Opera of China and Doll Spirit of Blue Puppets Tang Lang from Vietnam
and Ramayana from Singapore are accepted. There are also some Taziehs specially performing for the
festival in remaining days. Further to the performances there is a possibility of attending the workshops
of the troupes and the lectures in analysis and criticism of the plays. It provides a situation for the artists,
students and academics interested in oriental theater. Itis scheduled to hold the seminars and workshop the
day after performance in Sangalaj hall. Theater of nations is a unique feature of this festival as the unique
art of drama in East.

Editorial

Let me begin from the conception of this section. In the recent years some troupes were invited to
participate in the Fajr International Theater Festival events in Iran. The approaches might differ each year.
The performances in turn bridge the gap between theater in Iran and other countries. There were some
hindrances for inviting the troupes sometimes, due to the sparse distributions of troupes. Nevertheless
these troupes and their performances are the main carriers of theater experiences of their own countries
and also the efforts of our artists to the overseas. It is decided to introduce the theater of nations in depth by a
targeted approach as titied “Theater of Nation” with an annually alternation of the theme in order to introduce
the audience and the theatrical authorities and professionals with specific geography and culture of drama..
The theme for the first year is Oriental theater .The reason is the common interests of Iranians and oriental
countries in dramatic arts, originality and historical backgrounds. On the other hands the development of
theater in some oriental countries creates a motivation for a better understanding and studies in their theater
in order to transfer their experiences to Iranian artists. Regretfully the academic studies mainly focus on the
Western theater and development of Eastern theater are ignored in most cases. We hope by introducing
the oriental theater in the festival may show the importance of theater in east and introduce the students
and scholars with the notion.

Theater of Nations with the theme of Oriental Theater includes three sections: Performances, workshops
and a seminar on Traditions and Modernism. We do hope to meet the ends in the new approach. | avail
myself of this opportunity to convey my gratitude to those contributed in this important movement.

Amir Dejakam an Iranian eminent director contributes the international section of festival with a play on
immigration and human sentiments in overseas. The play is written by Ayub AghaKhani.Aman and a woman
of different origin immigrate to the States and now they are being kept in a camp while their applications
being processed The woman is a Iraqi and the man from another country. They speak a poor English on the
immigration issues. The play is about immigration and human sentiments and nostalgia in foreign countries.
The emotions bringing the nations together is another theme of the play. Dejakam has directed a variety of
plays now has a social realism approach and depicts modern man language in order to convey the human
bondages and difficulties. The actor is Bahram Ebrahimi and the actress is Shirin Bina TV stars. The play
is being staged on the fourth and fifth days of the Festival in 18 hours 30 an 21 hours séances in Chahar
Sou Hall
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| am surprised to see the number of high level performances in Fajr International Theater
Festival.

Aleksandar Sasha Dundjerovic Senior Lecturer in Theatre Performance and a member of juries
told the correspondent of daily bulletin, “I am not entitled to talk abot the particular plays and their
qualities as | am a member of jury. What ever | say maybe considered as my opinion as jury. But |
am obliged to say you that | am surprised at the amount of high level performances .Honestly | did
not expect so much high level plays.”

He added, “The programs are well organized and technical support and provisions are very
good.” He said that this is his first visit to Iran. And he found it a very beautiful country. The
hospitality of Iranian delighted me. | am a senior lecturer in contemporary theatre practice and |
have done researches on international theater events. In the 26th International Fajr Festival | saw
the performances in a very different situation. It is not the same as Paris or elsewhere. It is very
interesting that many plays and performers participate from the farthest countries here. Regarding
the Iranian performance he said, “I| am very delighted to enjoy the interpretation services and |
have very good interpreters here.”

Intercultural Performance Handbook by John Martin
translated by Babak Tabarayee published here on the
occasion of 26th Fajr Inrenational Theater Festival. It is
co sponsored by the secretariat of the festival and the
Humanities studies and publications organization(SAMT).
The Intercultural Performance Handbook by John Martin

v

is the first in the series of the publication to be continued. '\}‘ | '&.‘
It is published in 204 pages and RIs 17000.Intercultural l
World, an ongoing Model, Modern European Theater \ “9"‘

are the beginning chapters of the book. The Intercultural
Performance Handbook opens up a new panorama and -
techniques for performers. This book is a very useful '
illustrated source for the experts. The writer provides

a comprehensive guide for energy, improvisation and N

new methods and instruments for performance for Ok (|
understanding the rhythms, movement, symmetry and

asymmetry, gestures and applied approach for a dynamic

performances. The other titles include using energy,

rhythm energy, improvisation. energy and the voice. John

Martin is director and lecturer of dramatic arts and also
director of Pan-Centre for Intercultural Arts in London

and Practical Steps toward intercultural performance l
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