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¢ ¢ Viewers are the Life of Art-related Ac-

of Belfast theater festival in Ireland in a
news conference with international theater
mana “I face a complicated task in Bel-
fast festival. [ have to consider the taste of the
viewers and the capabilities of the actors and
present plays accordingly, in which my taste
and opinions are not taken into account, be-
cause it is impossible to impose onto the pub
lic what is against their opinions,” she added.
She explained her reasons to participate in the
23rd International Fajr Theater Festival. “I
have come to Iran to prepare the ground for

oers

tivities,” said “Stella Hall”, the manager

Review Sessions of German Plays by Dr. Ghotboddin Sadeghi

continuous and influential contacts between
the Irish and Iranian theater, based on their
common backgrounds in arts. I strongly be
lieve that actors can be cultural ambassadors
of their countries of origin,” she explained.

Stella Hall is also the founder of Manchester
[heater School. “The school was established
to contribute to international contacts among
international theaters. That is why we have
participated in this festival. Supporting ac
tors all around the globe, regardless of their
artistic innovations, is one of our main goals,”

she noted.

TODAY’S PERSPECTIVE




I i1 t6 Lo kdr ~Ali
Montazer Moghad-
dam, the prominent
theater manager in
the 60’s

Going Through the
60th Passage

nce an epidemiologist, a top researcher at Glasgow Uni-
versity and a national theater official, Dr. Ali Montazer

Moghadam, was the founder of ISNA News Agency, the
research center of Jahad, etc. He has been absolutely popular in the
field of arts. He directed and played in Chekhov’s “The Disadvan-
tages of Tobacco™ in Tehran University.

. Being the head of the Performing Arts Center from 1987 to 1992,
j he is well remembered by all the actors and theater officials in
Iran.

“During that period, we made every effort to promote theater in
Iran by establishing theater communities throughout Iran and attracting funds for the im-
provement and promotion of theater. There had been no exclusive funds available to theater
before. But in those critical days. by exchanging ideas with the members of the parliament,
we managed to do so. Unfortunately, after I left the position, the funds were eliminated. Six
years ago, when president Khatami took the office, he tried to revive the long-lost funds.,” he
mentioned.
“We also concentrated on international activities. For the first time after the Islamic Revolu-
tion, we established contacts with other countries and re-established the National Iranian
Theater Committee, working with UNESCO, which had been founded before the revolution,
but had remained idle since then. Many countries are members of the International Theater
Institute of UNESCO. The members of national committees in each country are the promi-
nent actors. Despite the fact that we paid the fees, our membership was cancelled due to a
long period of inactivity. We managed to rejoin the institute and then invited leading actors
and writers to join the committee. In the very same year, Bottini, the head of the International
Theater Institute at the time and the head of the International Center of Theater Critics trav-
eled to Iran.” he added.

An Interview with the Canadian

Some hours before their flight to Canada, the
members of the theater group “Emergency
Exit” were interviewed at the Ferdowsi Ho-
tel. Here is a summary of the interview.

* What are the characteristics of this
“Emergency Exit” group?

- Our works are based on alternative and ex-
perimental theater, incorporating multimedia
technology. However, we are all interested in
manifestation and intrinsic feelings. We also
work on classic text like the works of Pinter.
But we focus on current issues, intending to
talk to the viewers honestly and frankly.

* How much do you consider the criticiz-

ing aspect of the current issues?

- That is at the heart of our works. But we
never aim at a particular person or advise the
viewers. What we intend to do is to provoke
thoughts and different points of view toward
current issues.

* All of this is formed in the group?
- Absolutely. Designing the stage, rendering,
lighting, conducting the viewers, etc. are all

“Emergency Exit”

done by ourselves..But we preferred that we
were addressed by the name of the group,
rather than just mentioning “group work” in
the schedules.

* Did the play form based on the same fac-
tors?

- “Where are you now?” is the third episode
of a trilogy rendered previously in Rhubarb
Festival in Toronto in 2003. Due to the length
of the whole trilogy, we decided not to per-
form all the three episodes. Performing the
play in Iran gave us new insights into the play
and how to render it, as we had to combine
the first two episodes to achieve a new rendi-
tion, considering all the limitations we were
facing in Iran.

* What are those limitations and how
much are they related to the conditions in
Iran?

- Not much. Anyhow, we had to bring exten-
sive technical facilities from Canada, mean-
ing higher costs imposed on the company,
which we could not afford.
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