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The chorus: All the members
of the company

The Story

Antigone is part of the
Theban'’s circle. Laius
succeds his father Lavdakos
to the throne of Thebes. The
son of Laius and locaste,
Oedipous, according to the
oracle of Delphi kills his
father in ignorance and
marries his mother by whom
he has four children
Eteocles, Polyneikes,
Antigone and Ismene. As the
truth doms on him, Oediopus
blinds himself and leaves
Thebes meanwhile locaste
hangs herself. Eteocles and
Polyneikes agree to share
the kingdom ruling on
alternate years. Eteocles
breaks the aggreement and
the curse of Oedipus comes
into effect. Polyneikes allies
with the Argives and lays
seige to the city. The conflict
is resolved by a duell
between the two brothers in
which they are both killed
and Creon takes the throne.
However the city is still
under threat from the
Argives and the soothsayer
Tiresias advises Creon to
sacrifice the son of
Megareus to save the city
which he does.

THE PLOT OF ANTIGONE
Eteokles and Polyneikes, the
two Oedipous’s sons, Kkill
each other, claiming Thebes
power. Creon, uncle of the
murdered, is taking the
power. First order: to stay
unburied Polyneikes’s dead
body as exemplary
punishment.

Antigone, Oedipus’s
daughter and sister of the
murdered, is trying to
persuade her sister Ismene,
to bury Polyneikes. Obeying
to the unwritten law that

demmands respect to i‘he
dead. '~

Ismene is refusmg and
Antigone, alone, defying

- Creon’s law, covers

Polyneikes dead body with
earth.
She is being arrested and

~ led in front of Creon.
‘Overtaken by anger, Creon,

orders her isolation that is
equivalent to a slow death.
Heamon,Creon'’s Iovmg son
and Antlgone s fiance is
trying to dissuade his father
for Antigone’s death. Creon
is refusing and the Chorus is
singing love’s power. The
soothsayer Tiresias is
prophesising suffermgs for
Thebes and Creon’s family,
if Polyneikes is not buned
and Antigone is not
liberated. Creon is
dissuaded and bunes
Polyneikes. .
Meanwhile, Antlgone is
commiting su:c:de and
Haemon in front of the view
of Antigone’s hangig body
sticks in his ribs the sword,
since he failed to murder his
father, who mean whlle had
arrived.

Eurydices, Creon S wrfe and
Haemon’s mother, learns
about the terrible news from
the Messenger. Full of dumb
despair she leaves the
description unfinished and
commits suicide msrde the
palace.

Creon alone woes whllst the
Chorus of Thebans elders
leaves the scene ‘ ‘

A Report ﬁf@tm itho
Seminar =
On the third day of the
seminar Mr Mansour .
Barahimi, Mr. Farshid
Ebarhimian and Mr. !an
Herbert spoke.
Mansoor Barahlml about
theatre critic said, *
Iran is very vast, |

Iran is not separated from
Interpretation. At present
many styles of writing critics
are taught in university. For
deeper understanding of
Drama, we should be more
familiar with Aristotle’s
belives. If a piece of art

~ becomes close to everyday

life, it will loose it's value.
We shouldn’t expect modern
story to get close to
everyday life.

lan Herbert said: “Thirty
years ago | was a publisher
for theatrical books and we
were publishing a book
about theatre. In this book
we had to write the
biographies and the history
of theatre and the names of
the actors. Therefore | had
to watch plays two three
times a week. Twenty years
ago | decided to quit that job
because they had cut off my
salary and decided to
continue it through a
magazine. | saw four or five
plays a week and | thought
to myself | should do
something, and now the
reason | can stand here and
say I'm a theatre critic is |
have seen thousands of
plays. | believe a critic
should have a great
information about what he is
watching. A critic should be
able to see many plays one
after the other, and still enjoy
all of them and be able to
transfer that through his
review to the reader.”
Farshid Ebrahimian in his
speech said: “In my opinion
critic means thinking and
contemplation and the lack
of that in a society would
mean lack of good play. We
don't have a long history and
experience in theatre critic
and it is something
compeletly new and is

. imported to our society.”

_—y
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The Similarities of
Taziee and
Tragedy in Greece

plays.

Can we really compare
these two theatrical plays,
which are so far a part from
each other in meaning and
time?

First of all there are two
main similarities, first the
energetic actors and
secondly the text. With
deeper investigation we can
even say that Taziee
appears as an uncom-
parable happening which
occures amongst the people
the actors, and the
audience, all participate in
an occassion which is like a
great religious ceremony or
even ritual. With this in our
mind, we can find similarities
between Taziee and
Tragedy in Greek literature.
In Tragedy Aristotle had said
the ordinary audience had
participated to see the
secrets of Dyonisos

celebrations.

The other similarity between
them was the idea of
competition at the end of
which a prize would be
given, with one difference,
the Greek prize would be
materialistic whare as the
viewers and the actors of
Taziee would have a
spiritual reward. Therefore
the audience of a Tragedy
go through have cartasis as

_ their reward (which is the

result of tragedy) but the
audience of the Taziee
loaded by the guilt of the
wrongs done would feel
decent and holy.

But concerning the number
of the actors the Greeks
(because of religious
matters) didn’t want to or
may be even couldn’t
expand the number of the
actors. However in Taziee
inspite of all the similarities it
has with Greek Tragedy did
man age to add to the
number of its players in case
it was needed.

Screens The Greek drama
writers only concern is to
find a way to decorate the
with all possible or needed
equipments in a comprehen-
dable way and which would
be liked by the audience
who have come to watch the
play for the cartasis of their
soul. However, Taziee has
only one aim, broadcasting a
news and exciting and
moving the audience
emotionally. During Ghajar’s
era, Using decorations for
Taziee reached it's height
and the authorities used it to
show off their economical
power and wealth. From this
time on ward the horses
were ornamented with
Jewells and a real army
would attack the holy family
of saintsand people would
be stunned elements of
fascination have a great role

L}
e
o
Sl g gt
AYVA ags VY LB Y- () 45

in Taziee. Angels, Gabrielle,
and so on, not even showed
the problems and difficulties
but by their pressence,
reminded the audience of
the pressence of God and
his prophets and their power
and watch over the actions

of each of us.
Dr. Mahmood Azizi

Interview

An Interview with Abbass
Kazemian the director of
“For the Festival”

The play “for the Festival” is
a ritual play. Unfortunately in
the provinces Street Theatre
is not yet accepted and
provinical groups can't yet
make plays. | believe most
of the plays aren't really
street theatre, because
street theatre dosen't just
mean happening in the
street. It should be able to
keeps the audience untill the
end of the play.

Introducing
International
Section

ANTIGONE

Directed by: Spyros
Vrachoritis

Set and costume design:
S.Haradjidis

Philological advisor on the
metrical system: Dr. Michalis
Kopidakis

Actors: George Sfiridis,
Martha Papathanassiou,
Christiana Karamanidou,
George Kafkas, Gregory
Dalalakis, Pantelis
Stavrinos, Vangelis Christou,
Martha Papathanassiou,
Pantelis Stavrions
Vngelis Yannakos, Greg
Daialakis

Christiana Karamanidou,
Anthi Vassilopou

Chorus Leader: George
Komboyiannis
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