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Criticizing the play:
Written and Directed by: Daniel Brier
From Germany

Performlngand'l'hls
Much Ideas

Behzad Sadighi

hat I can write about Circle of the stage by his own and tries to dramatize the
Eleven Theater Group and their  ideas of his director. Tobias Wagner in a horizon-
theater Leo is that Daniel Brier tal box represents such creativity that rarely we
shows the importance of design-  have seen such an experience.

ing in his play according to the
work of his only performer. Tobi-
as Wagner, the only character of the play, restricts in
a horizontal box and what he does is being recorded
simultaneously by a camera and this video is being
projected vertically while the audience is watching.

This is a very attractive idea that is being performed
by using modern techniques like video projection.
The director is trying to make the audience enchanted
for sixty minutes by his designing. By looking at the
brochure we see that the director has paid sufficient
attention to set, costume, lighting and even move-
ments designing. Considering the movement design-
ing is particularly impressive for such a play with
one performer that has to push the story forward.
This consideration expresses his precision about an
every movement of his play.

Leo has no complicated story, but it is full of beau-
tiful images. Combination and composition of the
stage has been done functionally appropriate for this
play.

Beside beautiful ideas for directing, Leo has also a
strong style of performing. Tobias Wagner tries his
best to show his physical skills and stamina by the
help of the applied techniques by the director and
without any exaggeration or merely lying on his
physical flexibilities. He performs his solo theater so
strong that the audience sometimes forgets that he
is acting a role. It is as if he is living his role on the
stage. He takes the control of balance and rhythm on
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Criticizing the play: The Feuilleton
Written by Foad Mokhberi
Directed by Ahmad Kache Chian

Hamid Kaka Soltani

The Struggle between
Static and Dynamic

he Feuilleton is some distracted
notes with various themes about
different issues. In such a stream
of consciousness atmosphere the
play sometimes follows cosmic is-
sues and then moves to social affairs. The char-
acters are some allegories of the writer’s mind
placed separately in some unrealistic places and
connect the social, political and philosophical
context to each others.
Everything is surrealistic and nightmarish in a
halfreal place. Set designing in this play includes
different layers. The bottom of the stage has set
for Nano, the character that is starting a trip and
has a suitcase in his hand. The back of the stage is
the place for Bobo, the other characters have set
in different parts of the stage.
The playwright with his unique style is trying to
get people along mentally and emotionally with
him to wherever he wants; a long journey up
to the sky, deep into the seas, under the ground
and above the clouds. This journey starts when
Nano starts to move. He moves back and forth
alternatively on the stage and these movements
repeat like their questions. He wants to go but he
doesn’t. He doesn’t want to ask but he does. He
is sleepy but he doesn’t sleep. This is a struggle
between the static and the dynamic.
The audience should not expect a realistic theater
with some tangible happenings due to the genre
of this play. Although the philosophical proposi-
tions have been lengthen in the dialogues and this
caused a distraction in the line of the story and the
themes blended to each other and made the play
mostly like a manifest that is indeed in contrary
to the nature of theater.
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Criticizing the play: Watch out the Cat

Written by Fatemeh Makari

Directed by Saheb Ahangar

Mashhoud Mohsenian

A Suitcase Fuli of ﬁiﬁptiness

he playwright is trying to make and
define some puzzle-shaped pieces.
He uses the code words, titling,
coloring and repeating the element
of suitcase (in performance) to
make a connection between the three episodes of
the play and finally deliver his desired concept of
the repetitive element, the suitcase, to the audi-
ence’s mind. But there are some major problems
in this style of narrating that
prevents the audience to com-
municate with the play.
Although the author tries to se-
lect proper words for each char-
acters but he has involved with
his ideology in some moments
and misdiagnosed the theater
with a meeting of a political
party and announced its mani-
festation. By the way these ap-
plied vocabularies sometimes
have no relations with the time
that play is talking about. The
language of the fugitive intel-
lectuals is somehow as same
with the mother and daughter.
Only in the episode of war the
playwright and the performers
could take the advantages of
local language and make the
scene more believable. The
director’s more than enough
focus on some repetitive ele-
ments, like the suitcase, causes
quickly changing in the scenes
and, by turning the light on and

i
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off, which not only don’t help the moving in the
play but also break the rhythm of the play and
make it tedious. The director insists to repeat the
mystic of the suitcase again and again and forces
the audience to understand why he has combined
these short stories and why this suitcase and this
geographical cat are too precious to him. The
question is what would happen if we saw these
episodes separately?
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Criticizing the play: Periodo Nero (Period of Darkness)
Written and directed by Eva Geatti and Nicola Toffolini

From Italy

Samad Chini Foroushan

Content-Proceeding Endlessly!

eriodo Nero is a combination of
video art, performance art, instru-
mental theater, Shadow Theater and
finally as a kind of conceptual art
that is prepared for the stage. Apart
from the success or the failure of this play to
reach its pre-designed goals, what I want to say is
about the popularity of such theatrical-illustrative
experiences. After collapsing the periods of nar-

ratives and post narratives in the western society
there is a version of “cinematic, illustrative, figu-
rative” theater based on audience interactivity is
being formed that is influenced by the unclaimed
authority of the figure on western minds and due
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to the disappointment from verbal communica-
tions. This could be named as a protest whose
alarm echoes universally and its flag is bearing by
the promising artists again.

The play begins with a video of an old black and
white computer game and continues with a line
of shadows that are doing some theater exercises.
There is a shadow of a real man at the end of this
animation line who breaks the line and comes to
the stage. Then the shadows are being shoots and
some metal tulips and wooden crosses grow from
their corpses. Hereafter there are the scenes of the
shadows demonstrations, sticking the same shad-
ows in a dark entrance of a door, gathering the
shadows of thou-
sands of flyers
around the shad-
ow of a lamp and
etc. form with a
very slow rhythm
and distracted
words that are un-
able to deliver any
message at least
for the Iranian au-
dience.

Periodo Nero is a
weak experience
that is limited
only to content-
proceeding  and
remains totally in-
capable to deliver
any concept in a
universal theatri-
cal language.




Criticising the play: The Murderer
Written by Abbas Abdolahzadeh
Directed by Mohammad Zavar Biriya

Social View with Local Elements

A

g |
Hatef Jalilzadeh

tion of the show.

Mise en scene has been designed cleverly and
they have utilized space of the stage properly.
This, along with the northern accent of the play,
takes the audience to Northern territories.

he murderer written by Abbas
Abdollahzadeh and directed by
Mohamad Zavar Biriya with its
realistic theme and local factors
is a show which deals with social

atmosphere and it is successful consecutively.
Smooth, fluent and vital performance of Soroush
Taheri plays a key role during the play. This play-
er’s easy dialogues and consistent with the situa-

Symbology of director and the writer that seem-
ingly have a good mutual understanding — from
social elements, endurance of audience, local fea-
tures... helps to juxtapose the play.

tions in the play are very significant. Among the
main features of the script
characterizing the
players. There are more
than 10 characters that
each narrates a part of the
play, and this reminds the
audience of Russian nov-

are

els.
Playwright attempts to
maintain the unknown

identity of the stranger, a
character that is mute, and
giving different informa-
tion about him from dif-
ferent people, increases
the curiosity of audience
and it equips the script
with structural sub-layers. Entrance of three char-
acters as the wife, father and father-in-law that
each describes their own missing one in their own
way absorbs the audience. Director’s use of per-
sonages is in such a way that deals with various
types of social characters and in the same time the
objective features of social class and this happens
exactly at the same route as the realistic presenta-
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Criticizing the play: Sheetal Dance on my Death
Written and directed by Mehran Mahmoud Zadeh Dehbazi

Hamid Kaka Solatni

The Lost Intuitive Performing!

he playwright has created the
events that could have such proper
suspends by changing the names
of Creon to the sheriff, Antigone
to Ashiat and Ismene to Sahv and
adding some other characters. But dialogues of
this play don’t meet the audience expectations

at all in literalizing and characterizing. The dia-
logues are too shallows most of the times. There
are also many secondary themes that come up
uselessly.

The play represents several creative scenes on
the stage; such as the scene of Ashiat falling into
the canal that is being performed by rotational
movement of a wheeled table or the continuous
rotational movements of the performers or the
scene of invasion by a black plastic and also the
scene of introducing the ritual ceremony of the
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people in south of Iran that would be exotic and
attractive for the non-Iranian audience. But the
problem is that all of these dramatic elements
remain as some visual specifications and don’t
serve the tactics of the play.

The play attended to utilize the spacing method
of Taziyeh by using the props symbolically but
this signs are not matched with other elements on
the stage. Because the intuitive style of perform-
ing finds no relation with the technique of spac-
ing and confronts the play with a big challenge.
The illogical entering and exiting the performers,
showing various ritual ceremonies and including
different signs and symbols in a limited time of
the play are some of the other problems of this
play that would cause a distraction in the audi-
ence’s mind.




with Hearing

he play begins with a group enters
while escorting a funeral with the
style of South of Iran. This scene
is not being followed anymore and
become a neutral useless scene
that nothing would happen to the play by omit-
ting it; maybe it would better to omit it. The stage
has divided to two sections by a lattice cloth and
the audiences have been sat in two sides of this
cloth. The play innovative set and costume de-
signing is the only strong point that is being bold
among the other weak elements. Seems the plays
in this period of Fadjr Festival are mostly hav-
ing lied on set designing and other elements have
been considered less.

The main problem of this play is the view of its
director. The play generates a modern overview

to the ritual ceremonies and the theaters that has

rooted in such sources. But as the director’s view
is so distracted the whole play suffers from a kind
of inconsequence. A luxury view on a ritual that
people has been totally believed it in times past
can not form such strong basis for a play. That is
why the play looks shapeless from the beginning
and wastes the efforts of its performers.

Rituals have proper functions in human’s life
from the past to the present time. The faith is the
polar of the ritual. A play should consider such
obvious issues. It also has to be honest with the
audience in order to be influential completely.
Anyways one should hear while he can’t talk;
about theater, about human and about the Divine
Comedy. It is said that “we are not conversant
with talking, wish you were conversant with
hearing.
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Criticizing the play: South from North West

Written by Ayoub Aghakhani

The Uselessness and Coldness
Dominating on the Humans’ Lives

he story has three episodes that are
happening in an absurd cold and
bitter atmosphere. There are some
dramatic challenges and ambigui-
ties added to each episode gradu-
ally. But the question is what the playwright’s
goal is? Homelessness, uselessness, life, political
immigrations, which one? These are the questions
that have no answer and when the director makes
a part of his story clear the other pars drowns into
darkness.

The noticeable fault that keeps the play unable to
move would probably spreads to the performance
too. South from North West has several long
monologues in each episodes while the characters
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may not have any movements either because of
their immobility in the text. And this could break
the rhythm of the play.

Overall I would evaluate South from North as a
lower than average play and emphasize on this
point that the lassitude and indolence dominating
on this play may affect the performance as well
and if it happens that would be a negative point in
Ayoub Aghakhani’s excellent background.

So in order to re-writing this play he ought to
consider this immobility as well as focusing on a
certain theme and laying this inexplicitness. Oth-
erwise South from North leave nothing to defense
both in text and performance.




.”Crltlcmng the play: Blood Dancmg

Written and directed by Reza Saberi

Reza Ashbffeh

The Magnificence of Human

am thinking of Blood Dancing open my
eyes wide. The set designing has three
levels: the first one is on the floor with two
chairs, in the middle of the stage there is
an isle that could be the Organization of
War Injuries and also the house, and at the end of
the stage we can see a hospital bed. These three
levels have been divided by a lace cloth that eve-
rything could be seen beyond it.
Reza Saberi has emigrated from Mashhad to Teh-
ran with this desire to represent the history of his
country to their fellow countrymen. He wants to

play with reality and now applies the imagination
as well. Everything is technique.

The modest and talented performers are really
good to play the roles that are not roles anymore.
The play has been prevailed by emotions and
everything forces you to be altered. The perform-
ers seem to lose themselves in the roles. They
create such a strange world and squeeze all the
techniques under their feet. All they consider is
their emotions; no matter the style is brought up
by Stanislavsky or Grotowski!
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Criticizing the play: The Skyligh
Written by Antonio Baijio
Directed by Ashkan Khalil Nejad

l\‘”‘ N T
Ramin Fanaeian

A Struggle between Acceptance
and Denial of the Light

he Skylight is the story of a strug-
gle between the acceptance and
denial of the light in a symbolic
way; the story of hiding the reality
or facing it, suffering from the re-
ality or forgetting it; the dialectic of being obeyed
or disobeyed. The Skylight discusses about un-
locked tragic obsessions of a Spanish family who
is tied in post war disorders. Dramatically the
challenges of the play are at their right places and
be propounded at the right time. But the issue that
has remained forgotten is the issue of solving the
challenges.

Apart from the text, there are some creative
points in the performance that lead the play from
a self story to an at-
tractive theater; set
and costume design-
ing, lighting and etc.
In set designing there
are different places
on the stage that are
being seen simulta-
neously such as Bi-

cente  publications,
a café, a street and a
house. Although the
spread width of this
set designing some-
times disturbs the fo-
cus of the audience
and makes some blind
points, but the play
rebuilds its orders by
the organic connec-
tions between those

different places.

The dynamic energetic performing is one of the
most important points of the Skylight that keeps
the rhythm of the performance and makes the au-
dience attracted till the end of the play (around
100 minutes). But an inappropriate ending cuts
the strings of connections between the audience
and the play.




Criticizing the play: Month of Mehr from the Year 60
Written by Mohammad Bagher Nabati Moghadam

Directed by Ali Borji

'Saeid Mohebbi

A Cinderella who doesn’t Eat

Plum Puree

he play is such a revelation, an
intuition that decodes the story
of the play and at the end what
the audience gains is some mo-
ment of joy and the experience
of understanding the concepts. The artist has
a vital role during this process. The artist de-
signs and offers the art by elements and tech-
niques in the world of drama as a tool of per-
forming arts. Month of Mehr from the Year
60 doesn’t use these techniques properly.
The main problem of the play is the disor-
ganization between the performing ideas
and offered concepts in the play. There is no
harmony between the visual elements and
the concepts that the author had them in his
mind and this problem causes a kind of dis-
traction in the performance. The play uses the
simplest sketchy elements for expressing its
concepts and so doesn’t reach the essential
dramatic standards. The main characters of
the play, Alenoush (the nun) and Daniel (the
priest), don’t provoke the sense of compas-
sion among the audience. That is why the
audience doesn’t get close to the characters
and the expected influence is not obtained.
For example the nun fades the influence of a
devoted faithful woman and represents a Cin-
derella with such a fragile manner who shows
her mental distractions and disturbances only
by conniving eating plum purees.
The set designing and visual element is the
most important issue of the play. The totally
white church with a cold spiritless atmos-
phere reflects what is happening in the story
very well.
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Criticizing the play: The Misty Mansion
Written by Koichiro Lizuka
Directed by Dazzle Theater Group From Japan

A Mysterious Poetry
Movements

he story of the play has an old an-
cient feature and forms based on
family relations. There are two
brothers that firstly seem to be
very close but they get away after
a while. They have no Abel and Cain relationship,
although feel jealousy to each other sometimes.
The Misty Mansion basically is about recreating
the brotherhood; the relationship between two
brothers that one of them travels to the land of
magic, mystery and danger in order to release the
other one. The movements, whether individually
or in group, sometimes seem
similar to civil defense like
Kata. Half of the play is totally
about the concepts of return-
ing home, reality, family and
implicitly the mother which all
are such traditional and domes-
tic themes.

We face so many local eastern
Japanese movements combine
with opera shapes choreogra-
phy and a mystical poetry of a
story.

Music has an essential role in
such theaters. Music would fill
the gaps between the dialogues
and emotions. It also makes a
field for different atmospheres
and a balance between group

formal movements with the intimated solo spac-
es. The music is not local and goes beyond the
folklore music and makes universal tunes with
themes of separation and isolation. It sometimes
is used instead of sound effects.
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Rasoul Nazar Zadeh

in Physical

The strange silence on the stage and the speech-
less performers, whose internal discourses moni-
tor on the screen, is an influence of Zen Buddhism
on the play.

The Misty Mansion is a sample of progressive
Japanese national-international theater that repre-
sents years of previous theoretical and practical
experiences. This sample is also would be a pat-
tern for Iranian theater as well.
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Written and directed by Reza Saberi

Reza Ashofteh

The Magnificence of Human

am thinking of Blood Dancing open my
eyes wide. The set designing has three
levels: the first one is on the floor with two
chairs, in the middle of the stage there is
an isle that could be the Organization of
War Injuries and also the house, and at the end of
the stage we can see a hospital bed. These three
levels have been divided by a lace cloth that eve-
rything could be seen beyond it.
Reza Saberi has emigrated from Mashhad to Teh-
ran with this desire to represent the history of his
country to their fellow countrymen. He wants to

play with reality and now applies the imagination
as well. Everything is technique.

The modest and talented performers are really
good to play the roles that are not roles anymore.
The play has been prevailed by emotions and
everything forces you to be altered. The perform-
ers seem to lose themselves in the roles. They
create such a strange world and squeeze all the
techniques under their feet. All they consider is
their emotions; no matter the style is brought up
by Stanislavsky or Grotowski!
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Criticizing the play: The Third Saturday of the Week

5oy Saeid Mohebbi
Written by Hassan Barzegar
Directed by Roxana Bahram and Hassan Barzegar

he play includes
several stories
that are narrat-
ing parallel. A
dead man that
buried under the ground, some
miners interred under the ruins
alive, a couple that are living
on the ground and entertaining
themselves with satellite chan-
nels and current wits, etc. and

some micro-stories that form
the bases of the play. These
stories confront each other in
a point. The style of the narra-
tion is very creative and helps
to develop the story line but it
is unable to be a motivation of
the play due to the complica-
tions. The main reason is that
the micro-stories have been
formed very far from each
other and without enough solidarity. Over all the
play doesn’t act logically in order to organize the
relations between the struggles.

The trump card of this play is its performing ideas
that have been applied both in set designing and
the style of acting. The stage is a flat covered by
some short steel bars. There are two beds in the
back and on the side of the stage that the realistic
scenes are being performed on them. The ceiling
also has been used to show a man hung by his
wife. The cold atmosphere of the play which is
in harmony with the story and the characters is
accepted easily by the audience.
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Criticizing the play: The dream
Written by Mochammad Reza Zandi Directed by Hamid Reza Naeimi

Poetry along with Savagery

N

Ramin Fanaeian

he Dream enjoys many innova-
tive ideas both in playwright and
on stage. The play has combined
a specific poetry and literal har-
mony with its savage cruel nature
which make it different from other theaters. The
play also has paid enough attention to its locality,
environment and culture. It is a narration-based
drama that tells a very unusual story. That is why
it seems unbelievable at first. As if it is not sup-
posed to be believable and everything is dreamy,
same as the title. The Dream is telling the story
of a woman whose husband and child have been
devoured by a wolf and she has to spend a year
with the same wolf! But there is a relationship
forms between them gradually which is being
shown through the intelligent dialogues and the
woman convinces step by step to prefer being a
wolf than a human.
The dot lighting along with proportional coloring
the stage makes the stage more attractive graphi-
cally and emphasize on the unusual atmosphere.
Most importantly the sounds and music which
have taken from some folkloric songs highlight
the historical and mythical dimensions of the
play. The performers’ style of performing make
this wild intact stage completed. Although the
performers’ movements seem a little slow and
static but this issue has been indemnified by the
help of lighting, sounds and music.
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Criticizing the play:Richard III
Written by Mohammad Charmshir
Directed by Atila Pesiani

Samad Chini Foroushan

Recreating the Essence

of the Play

eviewing the works of the prede-
cessors is an issue that roots Rin
the critical perception and the re-
viewer’s quality of mental inter-

action with his/her own time and
place. There are too many critical and analyz-
ing works on Shakespeare’s plays and about the
role that the time and place (Renaissance time in
Britain) and the audiences’ manners and customs
have played in his works which could be a trust-
able base for the reviewers.

Shakespeare in his whole plays, especially in
Richard III, has interpreted, analyzed and de-
scribed the happenings and acts of his protago-
nists just like the ancient Greek theater masters
but with an innovative point of view. There are
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the minor characters, not the corals that have done
the task of describing and interpreting the con-
cepts of the play. Now it seems that Mohammad
Charmshir and Atila Pesiani have used these in-
terpretations as a base for their review; the inter-
pretations that have come to help the playwright
to search into the realities of his world not inside
the essence of his plays but in such surrealistic
descriptions especially Buckingham’s discourses.
The location of the play is a litter bin with a heap
of garbage which reaches to the darkness from
one side. There is a wall behind this place that
Richard and his twins enter the stage from there.
A deformed smoke rises from above this wall all
the time which gets thicker by the end of each
murder.




Criticizing the play:Hidden behind the Walls of this House

An Attractive

Written and directed by Abbas Karimi

Mehrdad Abrovan

but Discordant Fusion

his play is an assimilation between
a novel, Shazdeh Ehtejab, and a
play, Sleeping in an Empty Cup;
the first one is written by the late
Hooshang Golshiri and the other
by Naghmeh Samini. Shazdeh Ehtejab is one of
the few literal works that has been featured both
in cinema and theater. Sleeping in an Empty Cup
is a play with historical and surrealistic style of

narration full of flashbacks and time interpreting.
But this play is a pleasant fantasy with beautiful
metaphoric dialogues. The text copes perfectly
with the dramatic situations. The performing,
set designing, mise en scene and live music are

all well-arranged. So where is the problem? The
main problem of this play is to assimilate two
works that have nothing to do with each other
and basically belong to two separated worlds.

So the major loss of the play is the loss in con-
tent. It means the audience doesn’t understand
it despite he pleases seeing the play. Shazdeh
Ehtejab and Sleeping in an Empty Cup both have
this potential to be re-performed again and again.
So if the playwright selected one of these two
works to do his creative adaptation, the result
would become much better.
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Criticizing the play:Miss Julie
Written by August Strindberg
Directed by a group

From China

One Billion Chinese

Homayoun Ali Abadi

and a Great Dramatist

he corpulent tree of Chinese
Opera brings out its fruits once
more; those jovial acting styles,
those notable eclegances and
those mysterious female per-
formers who sing and dance with each oth-
er; once more the Fadjr Festival and Beijing
Opera and the memory of Berthold Brecht
who called the Beijing Opera as the centre of
theater of the world. But what is Strindberg’s
Miss Julie to do with all of this? Nothing!
There could be Juliet instead of Miss Julie
and Chateaubriand instead of Strindberg.

Let me make it clear don’t wait for Mademoi-
selle Julie! Just think about a moment with
Beijing Opera with all of its beauties. We
spent a cold and rainy evening in Sangela]

Hall with the great Strindberg and the magic
of the charming sounds of the performers and
magicians of Chinese stage is still turning
in our heads with their colorful and dentate
cloths.

The Chinese Miss Julie is too long. How is
it possible to see an expressionist drama of
the industrial era in Europe in the shape of
an opera and bear it till the end? No! But my
question would be why you deceived the au-
dience and instead of Miss Julie showed us
some narrow-eyed girls that do acrobats and
jugglery. Did the only female performer of
the play bow down for the patience of the
audiences? Anyways | believe one should
consider the human beings; one billion in the
world...
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Criticizing the play:Cidromaque

Written and directed by Mahmoud Reza Rahimi

Mehdi Nasiri

Compounding Shapes

and Styles

here is a shape and a style in theat-
er that could be named as particu-
lar theaters; the theater which is
not even avant guard anymore
and has exited the world of exper-
imental theater because of practicing again and
again. But this style of theater is counted par-
ticular despite many experiences which mostly
perform by the student theater groups.
Cidromaque is one of the most successful sam-
ples of this style. The play although has applied
form. Movement, music and sound effects as its
prominent characteristics and had no story line,

but doesn’t go byway at all and represents a
perceptible idea to the audience. This specifica-
tion is a result of a process that has been shaped
not due to taste and imagination but based on
knowing the three important fields in theater:
performing, form and content. Mahmoud Reza
Rahimi, the director, knows this style very well.
So he has started firstly to compound the con-
texts and the themes. Most of these contexts
have come from neo-classic myths, Comedia
De L’arte, Taziyeh, etc. The audience compares
the characters with his experiences of these
characters and distinguishes the ones that are in
common with his own
knowledge. So the di-
rector has used some
known resources and
origins that has solve
the possible problem
of comprehensibility
and communication.
Mahmoud Reza Ra-
himi’s theater is a per-
fect university theater
in the field of physical
theater that compounds
comedy, tragedy, Tazi-
yeh and etc. altogether
in an adventurously ex-
amination and has been
so successful in put
these styles in harmony
with each other.
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Criticizing the play:Say Full Stop and Start Again
Written by Natasha Moharram ZadehFrom Italy fans Ashiofesh
Directed by Hossein Sarparast

The 'Story of Mlsery of the People

he play represented a realistic
play that had story; a bitter and
questioner story! The base of
this story was the issue of family
and psychology. The Characters
face each others, challenge with each other’s
mistakenly. The atmosphere is too ordinary.
Nothing is complicated. The things I am writ-
ing here are the important signs in this play
because a unique happening is supposed to
be shown on the stage. It is still absolutely
possible to do such a simple play. The per-
formers may interfere on the stage but it is
not so important. The only important thing is
the presence of human on the stage; an Ira-
nian one with all of his dimensions. This play
should be seen. It should be mattered. Writing
about human is so difficult. Many have been
involved with demeanors and forms without
knowing it perfectly. [ am not against formal-
ism but I’d like everyone to know his/her own
form.

The bitter ending of the play, when Sarah
committed suicide, is not in harmony with the
positively story line of the play. This is also a
bit unbelievable unless everything would go
on in a different manner. There is no neces-
sity for death and suicide at the end in a trag-
edy in which the descent of a human should
be abstained totally.

The rhythm of the play falls sometimes when
the scenes are being changed. It is not neces-
sary to take much time for changing and ele-
ments like music could be helpful to fill the
gaps between the scenes.




Criticizing the play:The Author is Dead
Written and directed by Arash Abbasi

Feveshteh Habibi

Unpredictable Tricks!

he style of this play, which is a
tried out style especially in for-
eign playwritings, has been ap-
plied properly to attract the audi-
ence. But the difference between
this play and the similar ones is the complica-
tions of the acts and even the characters them-
selves consider the same level for both the real-
ity and their roles.
The play confronts the audience with complicat-
ed situation in every step and whenever the au-
dience decides to
predict the rest of
the story, the play
comes up with a
new trick. There
are two characters
that pass over the
magic of the game
and get a new per-
ception about it
as what has been
formed this dra-
matic situation at
first seems to be
meaningless at the
end.
Arash Abbasi as a
director makes a
joke with his play
as well as with
himself by select-
ing certain per-
formers and also
provides an oppor-
tunity for himself

to be on the stage. Just see how the roles are
close to the reality of his performers: an actress
who is a well-known actress in the real life and
an author who is also a good author in his back-
stage life. He is trying hard to be a good per-
former especially in front of the woman.

The play seems not-so-ripe to a professional
audience. Arash Abbasi’s style of performing
is somehow different from Ladan Mostofi (the
actress) and this has disturbed the level of the
stage.
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Crtczing the play: Dracula

Written by Jalal Tehrani
Directed by Setareh Pesiani

Ali Jafari

On the Crossroad of Dialogue

and Image

etareh Pesiani, the director, faces a

big challenge in this play. It is obvi-

ous that the presence of Jalal Tehrani,

as the playwright, and Atila Pesiani,

as the set and lighting designer, have
put her on a crossroad. On one hand the play is to-
tally based on dialogues that profits by maximum
lingual elements and on the other hand there is a set
designer who has proved his interested to ignore the
dialogue and create images. It wouldn’t be unex-
pected that the director supports his father’s idea and
prefers visual elements for her theater.

There are various tricks and expedients in this 60
minutes theater that move the point of gravity of
the stage all the time and lead the concentration of
the audience in every sides of the stage. But what is
the result? Let me ask if someone could be able to
cook only by the salt, pepper, lemon juice and other
flavors? This is the main problem of this play. The
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number of ideas and tricks and their frequently mo-
notony decreases the attractiveness of the beginning
gradually. Then the lingual aspects find this chance
to be appeared and suddenly the play is totally oc-
cupied by the dialogues.

Setareh Pesiani selected her cast intelligently; Saber
Abar, Sahar Dowlatshahi and Mehdi Kooshki do
their task properly; however sometimes it seems that
Saber Abar influenced the others performance due to
his powerful style of performing and his knowledge
about the technique of saying the dialogues.

Music is also a very noticeable point of this play.

Farshad Fozouni, the composer, is a very young and
talented musician who has made 60 minutes of mu-
sic and sound effects which serves the goal of the
play very well. However the audience would prefer
to enjoy the silence during the play. It should be re-
minded that the play is about Dracula and Dracula
doesn’t define with darkness and silence.




Criticizing the play:Welcome to the Global Village Pinocchio

Written by Darioush Rayat
Directed by Masoud Mousavi

Reza Kiani

The Nightmare of Humanity

he nature of this play reminds the
famous expression of Thomas
Hobbes, the English realist phi-
losopher: “Man is a wolf to his
fellow™.
Darioush Rayat, the playwright, directs his view
toward criticizing the human nature in differ-
ent periods of the history and even the legends
and folkloric tales with a dark and violence way
of expressing. The act and react of the story is
revealed for the audience from the beginning.
Pinocchio, the wooden made doll, incited by
the Angel, decides to come to the humans’
world to change his identity. His father, Ge-
petto disagrees with him but Pinocchio comes
to this world and travel through the history and
observe the filthiness and gracelessness of this
world; a journey from Faust to Don Quixote,
to Palestine, in the Arabian Nights and even to
the official atmosphere of modern bureaucracy

and etc.

The dramatic challenge moves from Gepetto, as
a symbol of traditions, conservation and kind-
ness to the Angel as a symbol of approaching
way of thinking. The characters are either black
or white and it is too clear that leaves no time
for the audience to think and discover them. On
the other hand the comic fantasy aspects try to
make the audience to be focused on his inner
world.

The designing of secondary elements of theater,
such as set designing, costumes, lighting and
music) overcomes the basic elements like crea-
tivity of the performers and the Mise-en-scéne.
The music creates an appropriate atmosphere
for communicating with the audience and using
the background colors express the inner feel-
ings of the performers very well. But it seems
the director should have paid more attention on
dramaturgy of the play.
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Mehrdad Abrovan

Like a Sip of a Hot Teain a
Chilling Night!

alf of Me. is a very intimate smooth
simple theater. It has been designed
simply in a room (reminding the per-
manent Harold Pinter’s room) and
although the room in abandoned but
gives a feeling of being in a desert; again like absurd
theaters.

Half of Me is the theater of communication; com-
munication between two men. That’s all and there
is nothing about dramatic challenges: the play is the
story of these two men but with a dramatic back-
ground. These two men remind Waiting for Godot
and although the story has nothing to do with that
play but the style of dialoging is very similar to the
playwritings of 20th century.
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The biggest paradox of the play is the theme of thirty
years of captivity in a room which adds some unreal-
istic aspects to it. It is as if this theme is not braided
properly in the texture of the play. The ending also
happens all of a sudden without any preparation.
This problem could have been come from this is-
sue that the play is totally belonged to the past and
there is no new dramatic happening; as if the writer
haven’t found the desirable ending for his play.
Half of Me is a minimalistic theater that despite
some shortcomings is pleasing the audience; just
like a sip of tea in a chilling night!




Criticizing the play: In Search of Birth and Extinction

of the Mammoths
Written by Nasim Ahmad Pour and Ali Razi
Directed by Ali Razi

Samad Chini Foroushan

Disappoinﬁﬁé Challenge in
Search of Beauty and Implication

heater, as semiologist say, should
be assumed as a system of the signs
which are designed in order to create
definitions and communicate with
the audience. With this perception In
Search of Birth and Extinction of the Mammoths is
undeniably frustrating.

This play begins with a harshly scene of raping a
woman and killing her. This scene ends with the acts
that leave the audience with nothing to interpret due
to the weak performing and different faults in the
story. After that there are several speechless scenes

and tableaus and two vague incomprehensible
speeches about the weather and cooking formed in
front of the audience. Incapability in communication
in both aesthetically and conceptually and detaching
from the audience’s needs and concerns make this
play a raw and immature theater that is unable to find
an identity shaped as a theatrical language.

In Search of Birth and Extinction of the Mammoths
with all of its visual variations is completely incapa-
ble to represent a free adaptation of the Birds Story
and this is the most disturbing challenge for the audi-
ence in facing with this play.
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 Criticizing the play:20 Thousands Leagues under the Sea

Written and directed by Giuseppe Di Buduo

From Italy

Digital Technology in

Mostafa Mahmoudi

a Modern Version of Jules

Verne’s Novel

1 Buduo’s play has been loyal to the
original story and the only changes
have been applied on the stage. But

anyway the Jules Verne’s novel
is too long to be represented in a
60 minutes theater. So the director has briefed
selected parts of it to show, some other parts
have been stated by a narrator that the audi-
ence couldn’t see it and the others have been
told by the characters that have been released
from Nautilus. But this arrangement hasn’t dis-
turbed the story line at all. However the rhythm
is sometimes too slow that even affects on the
energetic performing especially from the mid-
dle of the play.

The theater has many visual specifications
that make it attractive for the Iranian audience
who is not very acquaintance with these types
of theater. Using the latest techniques in light-
ing, digital art and LED has created a very in-
novative performance. The spacing technique
is also amazing. All of the characters based on
their roles come to the stage one by one and
explaining the story that each of them is sup-
posed to perform and then return to the stage
and continue their acts. The set has abandoned
with two LED screens that show several ani-
mated images and form a 3D atmosphere. So
the audience sees himself in the middle of the
story automatically. But the director’s own in-
terest to this techniques and emphasizing on it
causes a fall in the rhythm of the performance
and makes the audience bored after a while.
One of the positive points of this theater is to
pay enough attention to the issue of movement
and using every parts of the stage properly. The
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performers’ appropriate physical skills, mimics
and the beautiful harmony between their two/
multi person’s movements all show the perfect
well-designed works of them. Using the mod-
ern sound effects and music helps the play to
be presented flawlessly and be able to deliver
the essence of the performance to the audience.




Criticizing the play: The Silence of the Sea
Written by Reza Gouran

he Silence of the Sea could be as-
sumed as a different work by Nima
Dehghan; the one that sends him out
of the permanent atmosphere of his
works. This difference could be taken
as an advantage. He who has mostly felt attachment
to the world of grotesque fantasy, this time has tried
to lean toward a modern tragedy. It seems that this
transformation is firstly related to the main concept
that the play is trying to deliver.
The Silence of the Sea is based on monologue and
silence and what is actually presented is resistance
and stability against the power; power that obtains
its legitimacy ideologically from the manner of
Hitler and manifests in the military equipments.

Mehrdad Rayani Makhsous

The most important dramatic point of this play is the
concentration of the group on making some innovat-
ing tableaus and scansions that are really different
and influential due to making various emotions on
the stage. There is a variety in the performers’ acts
and emotions that form a comprehensive atmosphere
for the audience along with some different composi-
tions. This much of variations make a miscellaneous
rhythm and unrepeated images which present a very
pleasant play to see.The Silence of the Sea features
a dead-end for militarism; a dead-end that the sup-
porters of this manner also aware of it and that is
why they accompany an agent of Gestapo with every
house to open a space for conversation and tighten
their dominance beyond the militaristic regime.’
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Written by a group
Directed by Michael Vogel
From Germany

From Silence to
Presence

sing the masks in Hotel Paradiso
provides the possibility for the
audience to face some comic cari-
cature images of the personages.
The stony faces of the performers
that pause for a second and stare to the audience
remind the comedy of Buster Keaton.
When dialogue is absent the masks as well
as other performing elements like gymnastic
movements of the performers and the sound
effects and music find such essential roles. It
means that the absent of dialogue caused the
presence of other elements; the ones that usu-
ally be ignored under the heavy shadow of di-
alogue. Just like when we close our eyes and
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Bahram Jalali Pour

hear the sounds much better.

Hotel Paradiso is something between the gro-
tesque and the black comedy. There are scenes
that totally devoted to create a comedy mo-
ment and so their presence sometimes would be
seemed futile in the process of dramatic act. But
as these certain scenes are not highlighted no-
ticeably, the play isn’t represented as a merely
entertaining comedy. Wearing these exaggerat-
ed masks and performing several roles only by
four performers somehow remind the theaters
in Ancient Greece. We have so many guesses
about the number of the performers during the
theater and would be surprised when we find
out that they are only four.




kA

Criticizing the play: The Stewed Knife of the Night

Written by Reza Goshtasb
Directed by Reza Karami Zadeh

Nightmares" of a

Butcher

he play totally relies on instinct and
magic. The people in a village have
been sick because they haven’t had
meat for several days. But this fact
is neither justified factually nor de-
fined logically. This paranoia related to the first hu-
man need is just narrated from the view point of a
paranoid butcher. The butcher has bought a cow but
the hygiene authorities don’t let him to slaughter her.

The cow eats all the man’s have but has been becom-
ing slimmer rather than being fat and now her bones
has protruded.

Mehdi Nasiri

The play actually shows the insanity of this suspend-
ed-in-nightmare man through the magic of blood,
meat, cleaver and sickness. The narration smoothly
penetrates into the audience mind. Just like a knife
that is ingesting the body without any feeling.
Distraction, paradox, confliction, disturbing the
orders of time and place, suspending between the
mentality and reality and digging through the worlds
of life and death are some of the specifications of
The Stewed Knife
of the Night. The
result of this magic
collection is a world
drowned totally in
nightmares;  out-
comes of an explo-
sion in the butcher’s
body and mind. The
director has trans-
ferred this night-
mare from the text
to the stage. The
audience would be
hurled unconscious-
ly into the world of
nightmare as he lost
the border of the re-
ality and mentality
several times during
the play.
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Criticizing the play:The Son of Man
Written by Hassan Bastani
Written by Majid Vahedi Zadeh

Hamid Kaka Soltani

Why Equalizing and How?

he main struggle of the story is
between the Diviners, people and
Jesus Christ. The majority of the
society is the people who are not
able to understand the truth. The
playwright's efforts to present the story as a
humanistic universal theme is not successful.
Confronting a person against the society has
been always a very attractive theme; such as

Ibsen’s the Enemy of the People that might be
incomparable to this play. But this play is also a
social play with tangible characters and touch-
able contexts. The characters are describing
what is happening on stage all the times instead
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of acting it. That is why the audience has to lis-
ten to some long erosive monologues that are
mostly similar to manifests and ruin the suspen-
sion at the end of the play.

The play ignores every composition, logic and
proportion related to the stage. The characters
enter and exit without any reasonable logic.
There is always a question where they are com-
ing from, why they come and why they go.
Majid Vahedi Zadeh is one of our active direc-
tors and has many experiences in directing and
acting. [ believe if he had ignored his acting and
focused on directing this play, the stage would
surely be less distracted and inconsistent.




Criticizing the play: A Grofe‘squre.;n Genealogy of

Lie and Loneliness
Written and directed by Sajjad Afsharian

Please Laug
at Us

Grotesque on Genealogy of Lie and
Loneliness begins by focusing on a
certain theme, discusses about it the
whole time and comes to a conclu-

sion about it simply at the end of the
play. The title of this play claims that it is supposed
to do a genealogy on the lie since the beginning of
the creation.
When Pinocchio and the angel stand in front of the
audience, search for the one who has never lied and
go back quickly as if they are sure that the person
would not be find between the audience, the moral

Mehdi Nasiri

manifest of the play is expressed. In order to explore
the truth about lying, the play doesn’t dramatizing
the process. Instead of offering an artistic or analyz-
ing view on the concept or prove its moral manifest,
the play just represents some weak comic situations
in which something happens because of a lie.

Sajjad Afsharian play is a collection of stunts in
comedy that has been influenced by the talents of
the performers in improvisation and comedy. If the
director has expected the audience’s reception and
the sound of they laugh, he should have been happy
at the end of the theater.
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by the Ordinary People

Written and directed by Ofogh Iraji
A Satire about Shakespeare’s

Macbeth and Undirected
Performance

Mehdi Nasiri

he familiar stories and characters
and counting on the audience’s
knowledge about them is one of
the issues that is able to promote
the comic specifications and make
the audience laughing easily. Inverting the
themes of blood, power and violence in Mac-
beth in a comedy-based performance have built
such a condition. The cast set on an empty black
and white stage with their same clothes and in
a very simple way and just call each other’s
names and become the characters of Macbeth.
Now the audience has this chance to know the
characters and compare them with the original
ones. So the most important part of the play in
creating the comedy has been done based on
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this knowledge and comparison. This method is
one of the easiest methods of comedy, satire,
that the audience has parts of the information
previously. Ofogh Iraji’s play is a satire on the
familiar characters of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.
The play is successful to make the audience
laugh in some parts but most of this influence
of comedy is indebted to the audience’s previ-
ous knowledge about the original play.

The satire of Macbeth used both two approach-
es of comedy which are based on situation and
dialogue. Although the play seems to be assist-
ed to create a well-formed comedy at first but it
is deviated after a while and the noises and ex-
aggerated movements of the performers don’t
make the audience laugh anymore.




Criticizing the play: The Red Woolen Coat
Written by Naghmeh Samini
Directed by Afsaneh Mahian

Vacuums and the
Flagrant Dotting

his play is basically about women but
with no feminist outlook. The role of
women is just dominated. But what
the director demands for this play
have been somehow out of reach.

She has wanted to ignore the line of the story and
add some complications to it. But this complication
keeps the play away from its aims; but not com-

pletely deviated. The characters are real and could
be seen in our society in the original play. But in
theater they seem complicated unreasonably as if
they come from the mentality of the doctor or a sick
man. They seem to be a nightmare being seen by
the sick man. Everything is happening in a vague

Mz;s;oud Ta\;;kkoli

dark atmosphere. Even the lights of the stage are too
weak. The dark...the dark and the dark! The shad-
ow of expressionism is too high to let anything be
seen. The shadows are always higher than the people
and it is like the disturbed people are afraid of these
ominous shadows. These are the shadows that make
such odd sounds not the people.

Precipitance is so obvious in the performance and
' the performers are
a bit nervous on the
stage. The Red Woolen
Coat is talking about
a gloomy phenom-
enon: the prostitutes
and taking revenge
from them. The play-
wright has criticized
this theme but it is not
clear that why the di-
rector has got far from
it and broken the line
of the story. The Play-
wright has tried to say
talking and listening
to each other or mak-
ing conversation is the
most logical way to
cure the social disor-
ders and traumas. But
this issue has not been
represented fully on the stage and this is the most
important problem of this theater. It is as if the direc-
tor could not get close to the true meanings of the
playwright and that is why there are many vacuums
and many empty points between the play and the
performance. 4
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 Criticizing the play: Snow White and

the Seven Dwarfs
Written and directed by Nasir Maleki Jou

The Fantasy

of the Dwarfs
World

now White and the Seven Dwarfs
has a basic idea more than any-
thing else and tries to present a
general sketch of this idea to the
audience based on forming some
detached images. This basic concept is the issue
of social dwarfishness that has a comparative
portrait in the audience’s mind. The contempo-
rary human is living in a world that all of his
talents, potentials and knowl-
edge are being kept medium
despite all the possibilities for
education, occupation, growth
and social elevation. This
equalized training provides
an opportunity for the hidden
hands of power to enslave the
human in any level with an in-

visible chain.

In this play we face no com-
plicated concept. There is no
drama, no dialogue. There are
just short monologues in the
beginning of every episode
that describe the situation and
lead the audience’s mind to
the wished way.

The spectator who comes to
see this play knows that he/she
is not supposed to see a differ-
ent version of this old story.
So he just expects to see a
symbolic version in which all
is remained is just the fantasy
of the world of the dwarfs.
The play is full of creative ide-
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Fereshteh Habibi

as and has this absolute potential to be a sample
of the experimental theater. But there are some
inconveniences. The cast have no harmony and
it seems that the precious work of a performer
has been totally ignored. The performers are
just present on the stage. The set designing is
too poor with no complication and the usage of
this limited set prop is also imperfect and un-
skillful.




L

Criticizing the play: The G‘loriours

Return of the Battle Men
Written by Shahram Ahmad Zadeh
Directed by Arash Dadgar

A Surrealistic and

Contemporary
Review

he Glorious Return of the Battle Men
is a promising, well-made and mem-
orable play that has adapted from the
play “Outside at the Door” written by
Wolfgang Borchert, German dram-
atist in the early 20th century. This is the story of
tragic return of a German soldier, Begmann, from
the Stalingrad battle in 1945. The play reviews and
criticizes the realities of German society between the
two world wars which caused the consolidation the
bases of Nazi regime.
Outside at the Door is an expressionist play with
such a sarcastic language full of monologues that
Borchert has wrote it with the goal of estrangement
and proving the meaninglessness of the war. Death
in this play would be appeared as a gravedigger, the
God and a lonely old man who believes that his chil-

Samad Chini Foroushan

dren don’t know him anymore and all they know is
the God of death. This expressionist play has been
changed to a surrealistic one by Shahram Ahmad
Zadeh as a dramaturge and Arash Dadgar as a di-
rector that features the whole bitterness, disgust and
absurdity of the war with a noticeable potency in a
flowing, poetic structure and based on contemporary
aesthetical aspects.

Arash Dadgar, the director that has ten years experi-
ences on reviewing the classic plays and novels from
amodern point of view, is a very intelligent, creative
and promising director. The one that assumes the
dramaturgy and reviewing the classic literature not
as an exultance on the grave of the author but as a
reviving process in order to provide a new language
to communicate with the audience.
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Criticizing the play: The Bus

Written and directed by Hossein Ebrahimi

Absurdism and a

Hidden Humor

his is the story of people who has
been fellow travelers accidental-
ly and the lost in a desert by the
driver’s mistake. Now they have
to cooperate with each other to
move forward in a vague place and be freed from
this difficult situation. There is an old shepherd
among them who takes the role of a leader unin-
tentionally and leads them to the destination by
using the religious directions and dies right at the
time they reach the end of their journey.

The play contains several humorous and absurd
aspects. The audience faces with different short
stories narrated by the passengers about their
personal lives that help the audience to know
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Ramin Fanaeian

them better. Nine of ten of the passengers have
no certain reason for their trips and act so pas-
sively. They don’t know where they are going
and so get lost. For them travelling is more im-
portant than the destination. They just want to go
but they don’t. They long meaningless dialogues
point that issue as well.

Hossein Ebrahimi, the director, is very success-
ful to shape a creative feature for this play that
continues to the end and doesn’t fall to the per-
dition of boringness and repetition. The play is
full of performing ideas that are represented by
a limited stage props (some chairs and a metal
four-ply) and involve the sense of creativity of
the audience.




of Elias’s Birthday Cake
Written and directed by Masoud Hashemi
Nejad

Cold Tike Metal
and Stone!

ashemi Nejad is a young play-
wright and director who knows
about the dramatic narratives
and arranging the stage very
well despite his non-theatrical
major of education. He has a very bitter look to
the relations between the people in a social dra-
ma and represents the themes of suspicion, lie,
misusage and selfishness with an ordinary lan-
guage. The play is the story of the people who
take the chance of being lucky and kind and
change any compassion to the hatred and grudge.
Although the playwright doesn’t applied a new
and innovative plan but offers the concept that

Hamid Kaka Soltani

are tangible for us. The play sometimes gets in-
volved in a kind of repetition which takes one of
the most important points of an artwork which is
briefness.

The cast could have shown a very smooth per-
forming due to the realistic genre of the play.
They have made the roles very believable by
their appropriate way of expressions.

Finally the play has some difficulties in shape
and content including changing the scenes which
takes too long, repeating too much and also not to
use part of the set designing properly and consid-
er the correct silence and accent in performing.
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(Mixture of 2 Times)
Written and directed by BP Zoom Group

o aymg e Three
Hidden Sides:

Oneself, the Other
and the Other Ones

he play Mixture of Two Times is
based on two different dramatic
types. These two are totally dif-
ferent in their appearance but has
the same mentality. Mr. B is fas-
tidious in formal coat and pebble-glass specs and
combed plain hair that forms an official urban ad-
ministrator who is so organized and smart. He has
adapted himself fully with the normal standards
of the society. Mr. P is a clumsy careless man in

a strap panties and a thick hat who is so self-con-
fident and relies on his own physical abilities. He
hardly copes with the urban norms. They form a
heterogeneous couple with each other that each is
defined by the presence of the other one.

What we see in this play is a dominance of the
view which is formed based on three sides: a
view to oneself without the presence of the oth-
ers, a view from the other one which creates the
main struggles and acts of the play and the view
of the audience that causes encouragement and
persuasion, satisfaction or discomfort, confirma-
tion or denial the acts on the stage.

The sitcom is formed by replacing and playing
with these three sides. When a character makes a
decision alone that no one knows about it or the
audience knows but not the characters.

Mixture of 2 Times shows that a theater could
communicate actively with the audience with-
out any complicated concept and only based on
the essential element of theater which is indeed
playfulness and joy. There is no need to teach and
lead the audience all the time.
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Criticizing the play: Memoire de la
Nuit (Memory of the Night)

Written by Philipp Boe

Directed by Matthias Ruttimann

From Switzerland

Having Fun and
NOthing More!

hilipp Boe, playwright and perform-
er of the Memory of the Night, is a
juggler magician artist. He upgrades
the art of juggling, a kind of popu-
lar entertainment and not-so-serious
performance whose background is almost equal to
theater, to a sophisticated entertainment by coop-
eration of Matthias Ruttimann. It means the Prohel-
vetia (Swiss Art Company) has tried to give a new
artistic aspect to jugglery and the art of tricks.

The location of the play is a room in mystical no-
where land that has furnished with a window, a table
and a bird cage covered by a white bed sheet. This
mysterious view that delivers a feeling of death and
entering to the afterlife is gradually pulled out of the
sheet by the very slow movements of the closed-eye

Samad Chini Foroushan

performer and makes a magical surrealistic atmos-
phere that holds the audience’s breathe for minutes.
This strange mise en scene and set designing has
been inspired by an artwork of Rene Magritte, the
Belgian surrealist artist, according to the playwright.
The process of representing the happenings about
the murder of the female character in such a half
dream half reality atmosphere and through a per-
formance that prefers to write the acts (the day, the
night, death, the sky, the reality, the past, the bird,
the murder, the secret, the scream, the moon and the
tree on some small boards set on every parts of the
stage) instead of saying them and uses magic instead
of dramatic logic. This process continues to the time
that finally the detective places as the murderer in a
sudden turning point and when he accepted the death
as an undeniable
element of life.
Memory of the
Night could not
be assumed as a
theater but a very
modern, evaluated
and artistic type
of varieties shows
and dramatic en-
tertainments  that
provides a merely
joyful experience
for the audience
based on the tricks
and games related
to jugglery and
magic.

Book of the National Association of Theater Critics of Iran



ok

Criticizing the play: The Horizon in
the Sound of Yellow Birds
Written by Ali Soltani
Directed by Nader Fallah Mobrami

Early Beginning
and Late Ending

he most important fault of the play
The Horizon in the Sound of Yel-
low Birds is that everything that is
supposed to be presented during
the time reveals only some minutes

after the beginning. At the beginning the simple
set designing including the metal structures of the
auditorium with a fine lighting makes a suitable
atmosphere for the incidents of the play. So the
audience confronts with a believable and concise
stage at the first step, accepts that easily and now
is waiting to see what is going to happen on this
stage.

Then the play starts and the characters enter one
by one and get introduced by the situation they
are put in them. The process of giving informa-
tion has been managed very well at the beginning.
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The director
1S too success-
ful to welcomes
his audience to
the world of his
theater. But af-
ter that the play
starts to lose its
attractions  and
move away from
the audience.
The reason is
that the charac-
ters, the relations
between  them
and the
theme of the play
are too familiar
for the audience
and he has noth-
ing more to explore. The play then starts to de-
scribe the obvious issues and repeats everything

cven

several times.

The story is about the submissiveness of the min-
ers against the harshness and carelessness of the
employers. But as the play repeats this theme too
many times it has nothing more to say from the
middle of the play. So the story stops moving for-
ward and what is left is just talking and insistence
on some slogans.

Even the well-designed set designing gradually
loses its attractions and doesn’t help the play any-
more especially because using it is too difficult.
The wagon moves hardly on the rails and the play
spends too much time for it without any neces-
sity.




Criticizing the play: Two Liters in Two

Liters of Peace

Don’t Twist in
Poem and its
Techniques

elieve that if the audience of the
play Two Liters in Two Liters of
Peace has ever seen the Fernando
Arabal’s Picnic in the War Zone,
Spanish absurdist playwright, can
easily analyze this play in every points and an-
gles. The difference however is that Arabal’s play
has formed strongly coherent and has been dia-
logued based on the parameters of absurd theater
but this play if full of distractions and impedi-
ments. This is a parody of war in which the play-
wright shows his mental phantasms about what
he called ridiculing the war.

Azarang has tried to grant a kind of theatricality

Homayoun Ali Abadi

to his work by using some dramatic satires and
psychophysical ambiguities. But he has failed to
make a parody due to the shallow performing of
his performers and the jokes and sarcasm, which
should be come from a sense of humor, have not
easily flown on the stage. Azarang’s performance
remains stammered and even cannot deliver his
ordinary message. The war could be a joke for the
opportunists, but the reality is that the war in this
play neither has any sarcastic critical aspect nor
creates a picnic space, as Arabal version.
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Fereidoon or Three Blood Drops on the
Ground

Written by Ali Hatami Nejad and Raouf Dashti
Directed by Abdollah Barjesteh

LT T
the Frozen Men

he spirit of this play has been taken
from a very short reference in The
Book of Kings. When Iraj, Salm
and Toor (three brothers that have
challenge with each other) sleep at
night and the king of Yemen brings out a very mas-
sive storm by the help of magic powers to remain
them asleep forever. The play takes place in such a
cold and frozen atmosphere. People have involved
in scattering and curse. They have divided to friends
and enemies. Everything has been covered by the
grudge, revenge and hatred and no one trust the other.
The atmosphere, set designing and roles are some-
how alike with Shakespeare’s works and especially
by mixing the history and the fable remind Shake-
speare’s The Storm.
The director’s ideas and set designing are very no-
ticeable. All of
the events happen
on a platform and
there are some
rails built on the
stage horizontal-
ly and vertically
that move back
and forth. So no
one walks on the
stage and just
pulls from/to dif-
ferent sides. This
design allows the
director to focus
on the dialogues
roles

and and
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form the movements based on them. Therefore every
parts of the stage have been considered. Sometimes
a dialogue in the front part of the stage is complete-
ly in harmony with the horizontal movement in the
back and makes a multi-conception atmosphere for
the audience. This Composition which reflects the
distances between the people and the gloomy voices
from the frozen larynxes is very well-arranged. It is
as if the people have been jailed in a small island
each and can’t move anymore.

It is obvious that the play (whose idea is noticeable)
needs more review and dramaturgy. Currently it is
mostly like a report. There is no dramatic struggle
and attraction. If the creative work of the director
would be ignored the audience may lose the moti-
vations of the characters and give up to follow the
scenes.
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Criticizing the play: Welcome to the v
Brother’s Funeral Babak Faraji
Written by Salma Rafiei

Directed by Samaneh Zandi Nejad

Time

he audience of this theater observes
these five dimensions: length,
width, height, time and spirit. The
scenes change anti-clockwise that
shows the moving of three dimen-
sions of the length, width and height and also
turning the time back and even stop it. At the
same time when the scenes are changing and the
place of each character is being changed and the
props are turning anti-clockwise, the audience
forces to see the death from different angles.
The story expresses the playwright’s challenges
with the issue of death. Each time she shows a
certain happening through one of the character’s
point of view and in the last one she manifests her
own desire. The brother dies in each version but
the last one; but why? Because the writer afraid
of dying! as if she has been always disturbed
by the thought of passing time and reaching the
end. She says in a dialogue:”Let’s go home! It’s
enough to be here!”.
The director also gets along with the playwright
and perfectly shows the image of frizzing the
time. She tells the story in one hand and moves
the audience backward in time by turning the
stage props on the other hand. Seems the director
wants to keep the audience in a suspended situ-
ation.
This theater reflects the inner struggles of its au-
thors and intends to revive the myth of death for
the audience. Welcome to the Brother’s Funeral
is an alive myth for the audience.
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Criticizing the play: The Queen Rust
Written by Sahra Ramezanian
Directed by Farzaneh Salahshour and Mahsa
Abiz

The Grace would Sit
Somewhere else

t was a slightly theater. Simin and Nasrin
could only represent the surface of the
great ideas of the playwright with their
energetic performing and forgot about
the dipper layers of her concepts. This
is the sin that I would never forgive the direc-
tors for it. The beauti-
ful ending, strong firm
dialogues and the sub-
stantial structure made
this play one of the
pure theaters of this
festival. In a very short
conversation with the
playwright 1 noticed
that she has properly
investigated the issues
of'a modern family and
put this investigation
along with connection,
exploring and under-
standing as the main
themes of her play.
Keep up the good work
Miss Sahra Rameza-
nian! How simple you
targeted the depth of a
relationship and how
beautiful you
a play that presented
a modern tragedy -
alike to Arthur Mill-
er’s despite
its shortcomings and
faults. I hope that per-
forming these kinds
of plays which have

wrote

works-
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something to challenge with and talk about at
least please their playwrights and bring them
grace as this is said that the grace would sit some-
where else and I hope this young theater group
from Mashhad would be more successful in the
future.
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Criticizing the play: Death is my
Occupation

Written by Sahra Ramezanian
Directed by Mohammad Reza Darand
and Saeid Zandi

Objectivity and
Subjectivity on
the Stage

eath is my Occupation has the
specifications of both Expres-
sionism and Impressionism but
it is more Impressionist. There
are moments and subjectivities
in this play that are being highlight-
ed too much so that they sometimes
get away from their own natural
and objective shapes and get be-
longed to a subjective suspended
space. The play has a very flowing
process and uses the techniques of
the Stream of Consciousness. That
is why there is no certain story line
and the orders have been disturbed.
There is a young girl, Parivash,
who has been buried herself alive.
Two inspectors are interrogating the
dead washer that has been partici-
pated in the event to some extent.
Parivash has a very malignant brain
tumor and is close to die. But she is
so out of power to continue her life
as her husband also has left her be-
cause of her sickness. There is an-
other woman in this story who is in
love with Parivash’s husband.
The main problem of this play is
arguing about the next world which
is not very reasonable. Parivash ex-
presses her regret after she dies and as no one
knows about the afterlife and everything is sort
of vague it doesn’t seem logical for a play to

Reza Ashofteh

discuss about it so directly.

The actresses in this theater show no sense of
humor during the play except when Parivash is
having her breakfast while Batool is washing a
dead. All the attitudes are so nervous and dis-

tressed like the mentality of the characters. But
the whole form of performing is well-designed
and this is the point that makes the play pleas-
ant.
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Criticizing the play: You, the Messenger
of the King of Parched Lips
Written and directed by Mohsen Ranjbar

The Unanswered
Discourse of Tazyieh

aziyeh, with all of its ritual, mythi-

cal and aesthetical values, belongs

to the pre-theater era according to

its quality of communication with

the audience. Theater belongs to
the culture of conversation and the culture which
in the human individuality, contradiction and dif-
ference of approaches have their own definitions
and the opposition of any idea would be rec-
ognized. But in Taziyeh the roles have no indi-
viduality and identity and contrary to the Athens
tragedies (that the basic concepts of psychology
have been defined based on their complicated
characters) have no psychological dimension.
Everybody in Tazyieh is positive or negative
(good and bad) and that’s why the characters are
not supposed to challenge the audience’s sense
of judgment. Everything has been prejudged and
both the audience and the performers know that
they should stand in
the positive side. But
in theater the roles
are complicated and
have psychological
aspects that don’t
place in a spiritual
bipolarity of being
purely good or purely
bad. Their goodness
and badness would
be cleared by the
structure of the story
and
analysis. So Taziyeh
could be transformed
to a theater or drama

the audience’s
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only when it moves away from its ritual polarities
and usual boundaries and applies its familiar ele-
ments in a more complicated, vague, humanistic
and earth-bound style and gives this chance to the
audience to make his own conclusion.

The performing of the performers in this theater
is acceptable and the music and audio effects
that are in harmony with the performance and
the expression lighting provide a certain atmos-
phere. This collection makes a Taziyeh which is
defensible in some moments but due to its distant
to dramatic complexities seems abandoned in a
frozen body. Although the director claims that he
has brought some new forms of performing out of
the traditional form of Taziyeh, but as long as any
conversation dialects with continuing transfor-
mation in form and idea the director takes more

from Tazieh than give something to it.




 Criticizing the play: A Soft Song for the

Universe

Written and directed by Fereideun Valaei

14

The Same Old Story:

Structural Fault in
Playwriting!

Soft Song for the Universe is a
beautiful title for a pldy; it is an
opportunity for me to remind Ak-
bar Radi, a master in playwriting
in Iran, who has always been sen-
sitive about the name of the play and notified his
students the necessity of using the literal titles.
The play is beautiful too and makes us to believe
that there is no distance between theater in Teh-
ran and other cities
of Iran anymore
and sometimes the
ones in other cit-
ies are better than
Tehran.

The first vigorous
point about this
play is its daring
theme: the forbid-
den love between
a brother and sis-
This  theme
separates this play
from the ordinary
theater works and
transforms it to a
philosophical/psy-
chological drama.
Although the issue of guilt is one of the repeti-
tive main themes in dramatic literature but it has
this potential to be argued for ever like any other
comprehensive context.

The style of performing is also attracting. The
stage has been covered with some ropes that the
whole performance takes place beyond them. But

ter.

-~

Mehrdad ABroffaﬂ

the audience ignores the ropes very soon and fol-
lows the story.

The basic fault of the play is in structure. The dra-
ma starts when it is cleared that Sohrab and Sara
are brother and sister; approximately after a third
part of the play. Before that the play is just prat-
ing. However this is a specification for most of
the Iranian playwritings and even the ones writ-
ten by the masters in this field.

The main struggle of a drama should be shown
from the first and reached to the climax step by
step as Ebrahim Makki stated in his precious
book “Knowing the Elements of Theater”. Here
the structure of the play goes vice versa as if the
story should has been told from the end.

Book of the National Association of Theater Critics of Iran



Criticizing the play: Au Cul du Lou
A Group Work from France

A Combination of
Ideas and Sounds

he performance has been able to
make a different that at least pro-
vokes our curiosity due to its set
and costume designing. But what
attract the audience attention from
the beginning are the sounds; the sounds that
are being made by different accessories on the
stage. One of the most important characteristic
of this performance is a combination of ideas and
sounds. The performers use different objects, the
strings, the wires and the bulks altogether and
produce the sounds that becomes a collaborative
ambience of the theater and finds its harmony
with the rhythm of movements.
The creative ideas of the group in order to pro-
duce the sounds from the still objects are well
presented and the audience enjoys listening to

Journal of the 30th International Fadjr Theater Festival

Mehdi Nasir{

the sounds and the combinations and harmony in
almost the whole time of the performance. The
point is that the group has concentrated on this
style fully and shows a very well-arranged pro-
cess of performing movements (not just some
theatrical acts).

But the problem is while the audience is enjoy-
ing the sounds and moves, he hardly can make a
relation between the concept and the theme with
them. So the result would be an incomprehensi-
ble totality with some enjoyable details.

The play Au Cul du Loup could be named as a
theatrical show or something like a circus accord-
ing to above mentioned points that would define
the level of communication with the audience. It
means that the performance can only surprise the
audience! This is a speechless journey of some
French performers to the bizarre world of the
sounds and objects that amazes the audience and
nothing more.




Criticizing the play: Tsunami Riders
of this Territory

Written by Amir Alami and Arash Mirtalebi
Directed by Arash Mirtalebi

el loated

12

People in the
Virtual World

sunami Riders of this Territory is
the story of some unleashed peo-
ple in a geographic virtual land
that are waiting for an alien force.
The atmosphere of the play is sur-
realistic and shows a world full of the events
that people see them
in their dreams! The
time and the place are
not clear in the play
and the dialogues were
formed by irrelative
words and sentences;
words about poverty,
invasion, illness, cure,
policy and westerni-
zation, acceptance
and flexibility, etc. It
seems that the play is
in need for a powerful
performing team with
different  rehearsing
sessions based on im-
provisation. The cur-
rent group is too young
and the members have
tried hard in order to
show their mentality.
But how? This play in a bilinear stage puts the
audience in an unrealistic space.
At the beginning the performers show alterna-
tively the states of sleeping and waking up with
a certain tune of music. These unreal move-
ments create the first questions in the audi-
ence’s minds; who are them? Where are them?

Hamid Kaka Soltani

The performers although show their body flex-
ibility and physical skills but their movements
and distressed dialogues fail to communicate
with the audience and provide the information
about the story and the characters.

The director has experiences something new by

the help of innovative styles of performing like
performance art, choreography and the influ-
ences of the Grotesque, but the distractions in
rhythm and plurality in concepts have caused
the very important element of theater which is
indeed the audience.
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~ Criticizing the play: Antoine and the
Little Prince

as the Internal
World of the Human!

assan Bastani indicates the current
issues of the world by a glimpse
on a very well-known story: The
Little Prince. He has taken a step
as extensive as the internal world
of the human and represented the very last mo-
ments of Antoine, an aviator, in 80 minutes on
the stage. Bastani shows Antoine’s ideas about
the world, the creation, the human’s approaches
and the war in his last moments of life. Antoine,
an aviator whose plane has crashed and he is dy-
ing, meets the daughter of the Little Prince some-
where between the life and death. The girl would
be his leader in the way of elegance. We are see-
ing a circle. Circle of creation in seven days in

4

Seyed Ali Tadayon Sadoughi

which everything would be completed along with
Antoine. In these seven days, as a plane is be-
ing repaired, Antoine is growing mentally, philo-
sophically, ideologically and theologically. It is
like the plane is as same as Antoine that is be-
ing repaired gradually and getting ready to fly;
as if Antoine is getting ready to leave or fly by
the help of the girl. But Antoine at the end of the
play is totally different from the beginning. We
know about his changes and mental evolution by
some narrations and voices. The play ends with
half dead Antoine in the cockpit taking his last
breaths. These seven days have been passed as a
moment for him. Bastani as the writer has used
the ideas and words of Antoine de Saint Exupéry
and also named his character Antoine which pre-
sents the Exupéry’s thoughts and beliefs implic-
itly. Bastani has made a connection between the
story of The Little Prince, the current world and
Exupéry and his own ideas.
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Criticizing the play: The Braided

‘The Unbearable

Dream

Directed by Reza Abbasi and Amin Salari

Insignificance of
the Slogan

he play is revealer and can not bear
the heaviness of the idea that has
imposed to it. It just unveils the
concepts before plunging deeply
to them; it just offers some slogans
and reveals their fake identity. The characters of
The Braided Dream have no desire. Even if they
have, they face no obsta-
cle and even if there is an
obstacle, they do noth-
ing to remove it. What is
Aghdas thinking of and
what does she want? Is
she drowning in her hus-
band’s dream or has a
desire for a new relation-
ship? It doesn’t matter.
The most important thing
is that she does nothing
for what she wants or she

has in her mind.

Everything has been
summarized in talkative-
ness and slogans. It is as
if the director has under-
stood the boringness and
silence of the play and
used some exaggerated
tricks in order to make it seeable and save it from
getting boring. The style of performing is too ex-
aggerated and the performers try ineffectively in
most of the scenes to force the excitement which
is not flowing in the play naturally. The Braided
Dream is under the reign of the music; the very
monotone heartrending tear shedding music. The

Amir Hossein Siadat

most noticeable tool of the director for making
the world of the play is some long frames that
have been braided to each other and are supposed
to create different situations and atmospheres.
The lack of connection between these frames and
many of images they are supposed to show (such
as the aisle, bookshelf, two wings of the father

and etc.) is the biggest challenge of the director.
Many of the mise en scenes, such as carrying the
frames by performers (as a sign of Jesus carrying

the Cross) or dropping them off with a disturbing
sound boringly repeats many times. The result
would be an old-fashioned performance which is
separated from its surrounding fully.
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Criticizing the play: Joucast
Written by Masoud Shakarami and Kiomars
Ghanbari

Patricide or
Paternalism

oucast, directed by Pouyan Peyvast-
eh, is a conservative adaptation of
the Sophocles Oedipus the King un-
der the shadow of the imperious and
frozen view of university educa-
tion. What has happened in this play is to replace
the signs and elements of the performance and
review the original play with a terrified view of
accepting the past. It still has a distance with the
third level of adaptation which goes along with
the theory of the audience’s perception. Despite
the legend of patricide can be seen in this play but
the play reaches to praise the past or Father-Zeus
unconsciously by reducing the role of Oedipus
and emphasizing on his innocence. That is why
it doesn’t gain any tragic rebirth in the audience.
The play has paid less attention to Oedipus as a
symbol of the next generation who has tendency
to grow up but doesn’t notice the morality and
faith, invade blindly and ignore his father’s slow-
ly acts. By the way the confrontation of his view
and the previous generation, the generation of his
father and Joucast) hasn’t formed any motivation
and excitement in the play. There is more atten-
tion toward Tirseas as a foreteller. He is a super
human who knows about the past and the future
and the invisible world. He predicts the deca-
dence of the world. So he is more unreal, exag-
gerated and mystical than spiritual and savior.
The theme of destiny in this play has not applied a
visual inter-textual form and is being seen mostly
through dialogues and sometimes the mystical
voice of Tirseas. As the key role of the story is
getting pale the continuous inconceivable words
and acts of the characters are not assumed as the
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result of their destiny. So they are represented
as some nightmarish and distracted acts and dia-
logues that their relations are not very clear and
can not communicate with the audience.

The concentration and individualism of the
place that is one of the most important signs
of Sophocles’es works, has been broken here
and so the spatial identity of the performance is
scratched and can be understood only through
the characters’ dialogues.
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Criticizing the play: The Clouds
Written by Majid Fashkhami,
Ghanbari and Shima Farahmand
Directed by Seyed Morteza Mir Montazami

Kiomars

Human, the
Mistake and the
Death

he classical structure of the drama

doesn’t define The Clouds at all and

even the feature of modern tragedy

and structural puzzle are not being

applied in order to support the dra-
matic influences. The main reason is to use the
past time as a basic for the structure of the play.
But the second reason for decreasing the dra-
matic influences roots in repeating the styles of
narrating for each of the characters. It could be
expected that all the narrating styles are being re-
vealed to the end after the two stories of the death
that are told by two first characters (the mailing
aviator and the bride). The rest of the characters
are highlighted on the stage one by one, separated
from the others and told the story of their death;
that’s all!

One of the dramatic failures of The Clouds is that
the story has no frame and completed passing
way. Nine characters tell their stories about how
they die and stand on the clouds at the end. These
nine characters could be increased to nineteen or
even ninety characters and stories with different
symbols and styles which are being connected to
each others.

One of the most beautiful scenes which challeng-
es and applies the visual, audible and even con-
ceptual characteristics of the performance is the
scene of confrontation of a young man and the
sergeant. In this scene all of the characters (the
dead ones) have sat on the ground and their red-
colored faces have been seen inside some buckets
and only the two mentioned characters that have

Mehdi Nasiri

not told their stories yet are being shown under
the white light.

The Clouds mostly communicates with its audi-
ence by using the performing ideas and dramatic
features. Although the buckets and curtains, us-
ing the empty spaces, signs and convictions are

not very intact, but these elements have become
the reasons of success of this play visually. So it
could be true that this play has been more suc-
cessful in the field of directing than playwriting.
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Criticizing the play: Written and directed
by Mohammad Ghasemi

Supportmgan —
Full of Slogans

atriarchy has prospected massively

in the Iranian society in the very

past years. This view has been turn-

ing pale gradually in the course of

time. The current social and cultural
situation of the society has accepted the presence
of the women in any fields and women also could
have extended their presence more and more due
to their abilities. This essay is not discussing the
preferences of this presence. It is talking about
the unilateral view that Mohammad Ghasemi,
the playwright, has assumed toward women. The
intensified image that he has featured from the
issue of sexual discrimination and the patriarchal
society in Iran is not fair at all. On the other hand
the historical mission that he has maintained for
himself to study this issue from the Qajari era to
present time, has represented some short stories
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into the play that are not able to deliver his main
approach to the audience. By the way repeating
a certain theme over and over not only doesn’t
attract the audience but also forces the audience
to have a kind of defensive place and this could
drop the rhythm of the play off and make it bor-
ing and tedious.

Performing also moves ahead as same. Choosing
the lean actresses against strong actors just em-
phasizes the views of the director. The only posi-
tive point of the performance is its set designing
which has been changed in different historical
eras with abstracted accessories and made some
well-designed frames for each part of the play.
Especially in the episode of park in which the
audience sees some flashbacks of whisperings of
two lovers who have not consummated is one of
the most attractive parts of this play.
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Criticizing the play: Pari

Written by Kheirollah Taghi Pour

Directed by Kheirollah Taghi Pour and Javad
Nouri

Mohammad Hossein Naser Bé hi:

Takht-e-Hozi, Laughing

and Some Points

ari, despite its
successful com-
munication with
the audience
which  mostly
owes to affective performing
of its performers, appropri-
ate rhythm, comic attitude
and proper references to the
contemporary life, has many
shortcomings in the field of
playwriting. The most im-
portant problem is that the
key struggle of the play is too
unbelievable. The misunder-
standing for the courtiers that
causes more misunderstand-
ing in follow is hard to be-
lieve. Because in the original
play (story of masseur man) the physical speci-
fications of the main character would make it
possible that he mistakenly comes to the bath
but here this mistake is completely impossible
due to the tradition of wearing the women’s
costume and performing on behalf of them in
the performance group in the Qajari era. By
the way the style of performing, selecting the
performers and make up designing for this
mimicry have been disturbed the factuality of
the main struggle. This also creates a kind of
weakness in theme and the causality between
the struggles and offers a very shallow analysis
from the relations between the authorities and
the underlings and finally reduces the depths of
the injustice in a dictator system to a personal

revenge and reactions arising from the mental
complex.

On the other hand and in defense of the play
Pari one should come with this issue that “the
story in Takht-e-Hozi performances is not very
important and what is more important is the
comedy side of the play that makes the audi-
ence laugh”. I have always emphasized on
this issue in many essays [ have written about
this kind of performance. But it also should be
considered that Pari is not a complete version
of Takht-e-Hozi that merely decides to amaze
the audience but it is a theater that has applied
some imitation techniques of traditional perfor-
mances in order to elevate its audience.
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Opening the Gate to the Dialogue

Critic as a producer only writes criticism and nothing more! And maybe he or she does not rumi-
nate about the issue of criticizing that much. By writing criticism, the critic must nurture human
spirit and human nature in his or her very own self; enduring others and a very high tendency
towards dialogue and conversation. Critic must primarily consider the owner of the work as an
“other person” and then as an “artist” and then set out the process of criticizing. Does the National
Association of Theater Critics have been successful in this route? The Association attempts to
function like at least a three-dimensional mirror. The first and the main task of the Association
critics are to hold their pens and write. It covers a wide range from criticizing the shows on the
stage to the countries theater-related policies. Of course those plays performed in provincial and
local and university and subject-oriented festivals won’t be excluded from the scope of these crit-
ics. Apart from these issues, the Fadjr International Theater Festival is the biggest theater event
in the country and the Association tries more and more to observe important shows and criticize
them in a very short period of time. Verbal criticism of shows is among other tasks of the Asso-
ciation that takes place in festivals and through the context of public performances, and the third
task of the Association is the presence of its critics in seminars and sessions of criticism in Iran
and other countries across the globe. All of these have been present and circulating in this country
for years and a huge number of companies request the Association to evaluate and criticize their
oeuvre. This is one on the main goals of the Association: to institutionalize the criticism culture
through theater and society...

Obviously the Association has not met all of its dreams, but yet confident and delighted — and
despite all ups and downs — it can contend that they have stepped towards this route and they have
not, even slightly, hesitated throughout this journey.

The art of performance and cultural executives are among the addressees of these works. Al-
though this book does not include all of Association critic’s thoughts and ideas, it is another effort
in order to create a proper atmosphere for re-thinking and opening the gates to a useful, construc-
tive dialogue. The aim is to destroy the wall between theater people and theater critics so that they
can achieve a brand new mutual perception and understanding from each other through a face-
to-face interaction. Although we all know that Iranian players and theatre companies’ concern is
development and nourishment of theater, we should ask this question that: what are critics’ — and
specially the Association’s — concerns?
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Note from Editor in Chief
Theater Criticism as an Idea

Behzad Sedighi

“Theater Criticism” is a book written and compiled by the efforts and cooperation of the members of
National Association of Theater Critics. The book strives to be the link between the audience and the
players in order to rudimentarily evaluate and survey those plays performed in the 30th Fadjr Interna-
tional Theater Festival at the sections including Iranian Theater in Perspective, Iran Theater Competi-
tion, International Competition, New Experiments, and Local Theater Winners. This evaluation and
survey is called “rudimentary” because it has been authored in a very short and limited time.
Because of the proliferation of plays in this festival and the limited number of critics, we had to take
a selective approach and thus four sections of Review, Festival Off, International and Special View
and Street Theaters were excluded from this process and 23 critics with extreme honesty and avoiding
any kind of bias criticized the shows. In the book you will see that fellow critics have attempted to
impartially evaluate the shows performed in the context of the festival based on what they have seen,
and suggest some tips and points for them to improve their performances in the next experiments.
Nevertheless, impartiality, honesty and the courage of saying what that should be said, are among the
main features of the criticism of these critics.

In “Theater Criticism” the authors have attempted to analyze shows impartially, considering various
parts of the stage. And just like the periodical magazine “Theater Criticism” in the 27th Fadjr Theater
Festival, this collection has been published in both Persian and English to be available to those in-
terested in Iranian and international theater. The difference is that this time only a portion of shows
has been translated into English in order to re-familiarize non-Iranians with an outline of criticism in
English language here in Iran, and the other aim is to familiarize foreign companies and guests with
[ranian viewpoint and criticism, and their ability to seek their ideas about the shows, and perhaps they
might compare criticism of these works in Iran with criticism of the very same shows in their own
countries.

Now these criticisms is available to you as idea and linking tool of authors and definitely, the ultimate
judges will be the wise theater audience. However, with such conditions and the short period of time,
it would not be fair if we expect the paramount criticism and the best of a critic. These critics has been
authored based on the schedule of the festival and the deadlines, and if there were more of time and
the context of this writing and teamwork was out of the festival, surely less of flaws and imperfections
could exist in the collection and could meet a wider range of expectations, although according to He-
gel, “Nobody is complete, and nothing is flawless.”

“Theater Criticism” is not all of what critics have. Because these critics are not the whole critics of
Iran, and in this short period of time and these limitations upon hardware and software facilities it is
impossible to cover, criticize and analyze all that happened in this festival. We hope that in the upcom-
ing festivals, “Theater Criticism” will receive and include all theater critics to cover all sections and
the whole shows of the festival, and both the audience and performers (including playwright, director,
actor, designer, etc.) will receive various professional reviews and overall, they can interact and learn
from each other and share their own experiences with each other.

Last but not the least, “Theater Criticism” was achieved by the attempts of the group of authors and the
artistic and technical team, in addition, the support from secretary of the festival — who is a member
of this association and the International Association of Theater Critics — and the collaboration of those
who have always admired the dynamic trend of criticism and have helped the critics of this associa-
tion. I am grateful to all of them.
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Rahmat Amini
Director of the Festival

A Precious Experience for the
Iranian Theater

From the time when the trend of theater criticism started, criticism and theater has gone
through many changes. There were a lot of ups and downs and the presence of artists and
theater criticism activists resulted in creation of Theater Forum and National Association
of Iran Theater. The establishment of such organizations and institutes and the supports
coming from the cultural administrators and chairmen of that time indicates that our
theater has progressed a lot and is doing well. There might have been a small progress
in some decades but generally, theater criticism has strived to support the theater itself.
However, if there is such a thing as theater criticism and the National Association of Iran
Theater in some parts of Iranian theater trends, it is only because of the enthusiasm and
the high perspectives seen in the goals of the Association. In addition, critics — includ-
ing the writer, who is a member of this association and the International Association of
Theater Critics — have attempted to improve Iranian theater, instead of showing indif-
ference and detachment. Thus, during recent decades, National Association of Theater
Critics has taken significant part in manifold theater festivals including Fadjr Festival
and has attempted to bridge the gap between the audience and the executive crew. This
bridge has been made by criticism sessions and verbal evaluation of association mem-
bers, or by their written and oral criticism published in professional journals and audio or
visual media; and now, similar to the 26th International Fadjr Theater Festival, “Theater
Criticism” has been published in two languages, Persian and English, by the efforts of
active members of the association and endeavors of my friend Behnam Sadighi as editor-
in-chief. What you will see in this book reflects a festival in which I served as its director.
I am hopeful that honest criticism from theater critics will result in precious experiences
for Iranian theater. Criticism, with all its positive and negative reactions is accompanied
by some bitterness and sweetness that can bring us new lessons to be learned.
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