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We Are Working Based on System

Interview with losiph Raykhelgauz, director of Seagull, from Russia

What was your reason to perform one
of Chekhov’s plays, which has been
written about a century ago?

. First 1 should say that we are
not performing Chekhov’s Seagull. We
just borrowed its name and performed a
free withdrawal of it. When Triplov has
committed suicide in Seagull final scene,
our play is started. There is a dilemma
about his death. The doctor comments that
he has been murdered. The play is mostly
turns around finding the real murderer
among family members.

Did you have any specific style in this
play?

- Our  style is  actually
Stanislavski’s System. We are still
working based on it, but direction has
found the specific importance here. The
actor in this system would do his best
to gratify his/her feelings to be able to
understand the accurate sense of character

and then express the dialogues. The
director has an important fundamental
role to draw the actor’s feelings out.
Nowadays director is the only factor that
should know his/her actors’ instant and
natural moments penetrates in them and
makes them represent the most acceptable
acts. Our actors are the most professional
ones in Moscow and we all know our
natural feelings. That is why we have a
different style or method and work based
on our permanent stabilized method in
group.

How actors could reach from feeling to
representation?

. We always try to keep the text
far from performance at first. We believe
that we shouldn’t only repeat some
words, and should feel them before. The
opposite character is also very important.
The actor should know about what he/she
really wants. Then should know what

his/her role really wants and then with an
overwhelming knowledge about the text,
do the act; this act eventually makes him/
her close to dialogue.

Snapshot: Seagull, directing by losiph Raykhelgauz,

from Russia

By: Reza Ashofteh

Playing with Chekhov

Seagull written by Boris Akunin and directed by
Tosiph Raykhelgauz from Russia is a new withdrawal
of Anton Chekhov‘s playwriting which is in fact a
continuation of it. The thing happens in new Seagull

is totally different with Chekhov’s imaginary
world. The event is a big failure; there is no sense
of victory in it at all. This failure finds its roots in
love, which the whole world would be destroyed
and damaged without it. Akunin’s Seagull has a
very mystery and strange atmosphere which some
would like it and some would find it boring. It is
an imagination continued a deeper imagination and
they are alike only in appearance.

It seems that performance has been based on
Stanislavski’s System. The actors form the
characters by approaching the actual natures of
them. All the actions have been defined based on
this specific principal.Although there are some
attractive moments could be seen in performance,
but the performers can not communicate with their
audience because of their language and strange
dialogues. Even the scenes extraction would not
help.

Anyways Iranians saw the play; some didn’t like it as
they couldn’t communicate and some like it because
of energetic sentimental way of acting. ,

1




Interview with Nelson Fernandes, Manager of Visiting Arts Company, from UK

INeyd@€ommunicationsjfodlfinkinglrangliheater
tolthedWorld

Nelson Fernandes, the manager
of Visiting Arts Company, is the
coordinator and supervisor of a group of
English theater scholars and experts that
have been traveled to Iran for speech,
selecting some Iranian plays and holding
some workshops here. He likes Iran
theater and believed that it is known now
around the Europe fortunately and it is a
duty for Iran managers and in charges to
introduce it more all around the world.
We met him in Iran Artists Forum.
Was it your first trip to Iran?
= [t is the third time I have
traveled to Iran and this time I
am going to promote cultural
communications between the
artists from Iran and UK.

Have you selected any for
performing in UK festivals?
= [tis not my duty to select any
work. [ have a group brought with
myself which are responsible to
do it so. I am here just because
of encouraging Iranian to
communicate.
How do you assess the quality of this
year festival comparing with two
pervious ones?
= | think there are some individuals
who want to send their own
message and seek a way to talk.
[ feel that the changes are the
main reason. Time would show
everything. | saw some artistic
plays this year anyways.

play

Do the plays have any difference in
contents this year?
= | can not say they are not
valuable but the differences are
perceptible.
Do you think the political relationships
could influence cultural relationships?
If yes, how could you come to Iran with
your group? Was there any specific

problem?
= In my idea each problem
could be solved through

conversation. I am working in
Visiting Arts Company which
has been working in Iran
since 2000. We talked about
attending Fadjr Festival with
Iran in charges and explained
our programs for them. I was
in Tehran in November and
did the last discussions about
it. Everything was done well
and we got our visa a few
weeks later.We have a 5 days
workshop for Iranian artists. It
is too soon now to talk about
its result, but up to now I could
say the participants’ reflection
has been fantastic. They are all
interested to learn.
How do you see the place of Iran
Theater in international level?
= [believethatyouhaveeverything
to reach the highest point in
global level; very powerful
artists, very talented directors
and very creative minds. It is
more than enough in my idea.

Some Doesn’t Like the Cultural Relationship between Two Muslim Countries

Interview with Nejati Zengin, Manager
of Terabazone Theater, Turkey

Not only Nejati Zengin is a theater manager
of Terabazone in Turkey, has been a theater
directors for several years. He has attended
Iran Theater Festival for the first time this
year. He has not paid enough attention to

Iran Theater, but now his mind has been
changed when he has seen Iranian plays.
Could you please explain how you invited
to Fadjr Festival?

= ;' We invited to this festival in order

to become familiar with Iran culture and
theater. It is a very important issue to me.
First I should say that Iran theater has not
been known in my country and no play has
been performed in Turkey at all. I have been
always eager to know about Iran theater
and I am happy to be here and attend this
festival.

How did you assess the quality of Iran
plays?

. To be honest the quality of plays
was so higher than my expectation. I have
attend many festivals in different countries

and I should say no one have the halls and
theaters as you have.

Have you select any play from Iran to
perform in your theater?

. It was one of the goals of mine
and my friend Haida Kasar, who is a very
good journalist in Turkey, to select some
plays to perform in Trabazone theater in
order to make a better cultural relationship
between two countries.

Haida Kasar would introduce your festival
in Turkey press through the photos he has
taken and articles he has written.




Interview with
Mr. Mohammad Hossein Safar Harandi

His Excellency Minister of Culture and Islamic Guidance

How do you assess the conditions of
theater in Iran?
= When I read the news and critics
on this year plays, I though with
myself that theater has had a
promoting process. But we
shouldn’t know it sufficient and
should get ready for next higher
steps.
How did you see festival in this year?
= [ couldn’t judge the whole

News

Kiarostami in Molavi Hall

festival when I have seen only a
play. But as much as I have read
and heard, it has been a very
considerable and acceptable
festival.
Why have you come in the last day of
festival? We have been waiting for you
since the beginning.
= If you would have to attend
governmental meetings 4 — 5
days a week, like me, definitely

you wouldn’t have time to see
plays.
Could you please explain about the
budget allocated to theater?
= No. I can’t talk about it now.
Because we has not discussed
about different sections in the
issue of budget yet. We have
already talked about some notes
and it is not enough now to
inform anything.

Yesterday Abbas Kiarostami, the Iranian stylish cinema director, has gone to Molavi Hall to see the play “Pichet Klunchun

and Myself” from France.

As International Section of Dramatic Arts Center reports, Kiarostami expressed his satisfaction about the play and talked to

Jerome Bel, the director of the play.
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Theater for all
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