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“Who was it?”’ The First Street
Theater in the 23rd Festival

he street play “Who was it?” written by Ali Nematizadeh and directed by Saieed Ghod-
sizadeh was performed on the first day of the 23rd festival.
It is the story of a traffic warden whose salary is stolen. The man, who is so forgetful, seeks
people’s help to remember past events and find the money. In an interview about the char-
acteristics of the play, Ali Nemati, the writer, says: “One of the characteristics of the play is
the social satire.” Our purpose of performing

the play is to deal with the problem of the
young to find decent jobs. The play lasts for
20 minutes.

Arthur Miller, Samuel Beckett,
Jasmin Reza and Max Frisch on
the first day

he greatest number of foreign plays

was performed on the first day of the
23rd festival. This festival opened with the
performance of “Waiting for Goodo”, the
masterpiece of Samuel Beckett, directed by
Homayoun Ghanizadeh.
Another performance of the same play di-
rected by AliAkbar Alizad opened at Molavi
.Hall at 15:00 and 17:30 yesterday
Manijeh Mahamedi is also directing “A
view from the bridge” by Arthur Miller
performing at 18:30 in the main hall of
Theater-e-Shahr Complex. Vahid Rohbani is
another director who has chosen a play by a
contemporary playwright to be performed in
the 23rd festival. He also directs “The Ac-
cidental Man” By Jasmin Reza, performed
.in Khaney-e-Namayesh
Written by Max Frisch and directed by
Homa Roosta, “Santa Cruise” was per-
.formed in Chaharsoo Hall
Moreover, Helena Waldman from Germany
also directs “The Occupied Zone” in which
.some top Iranian actors perform

Specialized Seminars and
Foreign Workshops Sched-

ules

he workshops of the 23rd International

Fajr Theater Festival open on Sunday,
January 23 in the conference hall of Khaney-
e-Honarmandan. These workshops will run on
a daily basis from 10 to 12 in the morning.
On the first day, Victor Golchengo, the head
of the Russian International Chekhov Labora-
tory, held a workshop on Chekhov.
The French group performing “A Ticket to the
Heaven” and “ Happy Birthday Don Quixote”
is also conducting a workshop on different
elements of street theater, such as makeup and
acting. :
Soleyman Albassam from Kuwait will be
having a lecture on “Alhamlet” on Tuesday,
followed by another lecture on women writers
on Wednesday by the German group perform-
ing “Marin Baad”.
The theater workshop on Thursday will be
on “The Night of Bronte Sisters”. Sergio
Krilleno, the head of the ITI, will be conduct-
ing a discussion about the goals and plans of
his organization to cooperate with the Iranian
theater. Sima Tirandaz is the managing direc-
tor of the workshops of the 23rd International
Fajr Theater Festival.
“Who was it?” The First Street Theater in the
23rd Festival
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= t is dusk, he looks warmly around the room, standing
T] 1 b ute to in front of the window and looking into the distance.
On the other side of the window, the branches are
dancing in the wind shedding their last gold leaves. He
speaks softly and articulately. His sentences are short
S and brief. One moment later, his pen is sliding on paper,

alf a C entu I} leaving a sketch of a wheelchair, a hat and glasses...

> : This is how Reza Karam Rezaii introduces himself:
O f LO \Y & “I was born in 1937 in Songhorabad, a village in Ker-
manshah. My mother dies at
my birth. So, my father takes
me to a nanny in a village
called Olta Najin. He was a
real altruist, always willing
to help others. In the chaotic
years following the Second
World War, he is shot killed
while fighting against armed
bandits. God bless him! Then
my uncle brings me, a five-
year-old boy, to Tehran and
raises me. I am married now
with four children, two sons
and two daughters, who are
all highly educated. I had my
early studies in Tehran and
went to Drama school from
1956 to 1959. Then, from
1961 to 1966, I studied at
The Institute of Theater, Film
and Television at the Univer-
sity of Munich and earned the first-rate degree in arts, which is equivalent to experimental
doctoral degree according to the evaluation board of the arts in the ministry of culture and
Islamic guidance.”

eza Karam

Acting in this Festival:

¢ ¢How many plays do you perform in this year?”
That is the question we often ask our favorite actors during the festival so that we will
be able to plan to watch their performances. Even though we know having more than
one part is not so easy, we still hope our favorite actors play more in order to see them
perform several times in the public performance of different plays.
But this year, nobody will ask such a question! We all know that each actor can perform in
at most two different plays, which is one of the alterations made to this festival. Regardless
of the length of the parts, each actor is allowed to play in at most two parts, according to
new regulations. This is to ensure that more actors will be involved and to prevent con-
centration on specific ones, which was referred to as the detriment to the festival by some
actors. They believed that the presence of one specific actor in several plays will lead to
lack of concentration on all and therefore, there will always be a possibility of undermining
their abilities.
The idea was initially welcomed by some busy actors. Nevertheless, it raised concerns as
well. They were satisfied that the parts would be allotted to more actors. However, they
were also aware that it would not
be an easy task to decide upon
parts to play. Moreover, there is
a high possibility that their cho-
sen parts will be rejected after
the inspection, which means they
will not be able to perform in the
festival.
Many actors try to plan ahead in
consonance with the festival by
deciding which parts to select,
meaning that if one fails to par-
ticipate in the festival, they will
be likely to have no performance
in the following year.
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