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To See or Not To See

The lights are on. Nobody is on the scene. Two blind people stick in hand, one in black one in white enter.

293 2 198

The man in black wears white glasses and the one in white puts black glasses on.

They don t see each other and hence collide and fall. Their glasses scatter. Goping for their glasses each

JSY s
Hossein Pakdel

picks the other s glasses. Now they see each other. They stand up, respectfully shade hands, take some steps
but remain and remembers something. They get back, exchange the glasses, wear them and go out in opposite
directions. They both are blind again. The light go off.

Modem Times Stage

Company takes Macheth to Iran

Following the success of Aurash
at the Fadjr International Theatre
Festival in Tehran last year, where
the production won a best
direction award, the Modern
Times Stage Company has been
asked back to present its
acclaimed production of Macbeth
in January 2003.

Inspired by the rich traditions of
Middle Eastern theatre, the
Modem Times Stage Company
creates innovative pmducﬁans
that blend Western and Eastern
theatrical styles. Since the
inception of the company in 1989,
the company has received over
20 Dora Awards and Nominations
and is now recognized nationwide
as one of Canada's foremost
cross-cultural theatre companies.

Modern Times' adaptation of
Macbeth, directed by Soheil

Parsa, is inspired by a centuries
old tradition of Persian theatre,
called Ta'ziveh-Khani. By
introducing Shakespeare to
Ta'ziyeh, Modem Times sel the
stage for a remarkable meeting
of two rich literary and dramatic
forms. Parsa culls the
metaphysical and imagistic
strength of Ta'ziyeh to bring a
new examination of the
Shakespearean classic.

Unconventional, athletic,
ritualistic, stark, and emotionally
charged, Modern Times
production is remarkable for its
extreme simplicity of staging.
Performed by nine actors with
only a circular disk for a stage,
the dynamic mise-en-scene
incorporates dance and movement
set to a soundscape that varies

from Persian chant to Western
hard rock.

Over the past four hundred years
Macbeth has become a part of the
world's collective consciousness.
Modem Times' two productions

of this play, first in Toronto in

November of 1995 and then in
Montreal in January of 1997 were
box office smashes. The story's
clear telling makes the play
engaging for the general public,
and its non- traditional
performance style, makes it
fascinating for the avid theatre-
goer.

The Fadjr international Theatre
Festival is a two-week city-wide
event featuring 80 companies and
over 200 performances. The
Festival attracts national media
and public attention bringing in
world-class theatre companies
[from countries around the world,
including Germany, Poland, Italy,
and China.
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Watching a tragedy other than comedy

Criticism on Winter's Tale

Leontes, king of sicilia, thinks if he makes a
mistake regarding reason, which builds up his beliefs,
hence the Earth doesn t seem to be such stable to put up
with a schoolboy s whirligig. And thats the main subject
of fictional comedy of the winter s tale. Leontes insists on
his belief s soundness towards his wife s disloyalty. Soon
he realizes his great mistake and his ideals ruin. The Earth
fights his mistakes, takes over his child lost in flood and
brings it to destination. This old plot i.e. exposing infants
to the claws of nature, which is deeply accepted by most
old tales, in Shakespeare s hands becomes a very deep
effective tool. A man who takes the Earth as a witness to
his faults defeats. The Earth fosters the miss child motherly
and we should not forget king of Sicilia attendant who
gels to the place of exposed child through the guidance
of evil-starred queen’s ghost.

That's how the Earth and mother mingle up o
capture the time and father. Shakespeare’s play is based
on two subjects as mistake and repentance. The king
repents but his regret is not useful for lost child and mum.
If the winter § tale was a tragedy similar to king Lear or
Macbeth, the predictive curse would take place, but the
winter s tale is a comedy. Comedy as Chaucer and Dante
defined is mostly based on happy end more than comic
element. Classical comedy-writers criticized and parodized
human weaknesses and didn 1 finish the comedy with the
Sfluctuating and sometimes bitter end as modern comed)y-
writers do. They organized everything towards prosperity.

Shakespeare also takes lower social classes onto
scene. Until the third scene, as Northrop Fry says, there

is no comic element such as laughter, prosperity and lower
social classes. If this would go on, we would be watching
a tragedy other than comedy.

Comic space is being created from the outset of the fourth
scene and each moment comedy appears as should. The
dead woman incarnates and comes out story clothes and
happy ends glitters fortunately.

Dominic Hill takes contemporary clothes on
Shakespearean heroes to modernize the play. The crust
belongs to us and the text remains magnificent but different.
The imposter Auto clyeus looks like a pop singer and his
dialogues to court aristocrats has changed into T.V.
interviews. Dominic Hill pulls out the contemporary jist
of the winter s tale. Shakespeare did this in his time. He
uses the sinful symptoms of ancient Rome like church and
prosperity-to suggest new inflections to his contemporaries.
He brought the Roman story fo the dark ages and Hill to
modern times. In contrary to Shakespeare Dominic Hill
injects a bitter flavous into the comic end of the winter s
tale. But Shakespeare forgets about Mamillius, the king
and gueen's child, who has really died. He looks like a
vanished ghost. Hill doesnt forget Mamillius and hence
presents him behind a glass as though the other world.
He never comes back and the burden of his sweet memory
is felt on king and queen 5 shoulders.

That's how the play of prosperity ends up with a
bitter caution. As though everything in hidden behind the
doubtful end of the winter s tale.

Mohammad Rezaei-Rad
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Hal... Hamlet!

I gathered my mind up to write regarding Shakespeare s
Hamlet. A Shakespearian tragedy full of magic although
criticized a lot but alive and unfailing in vou forever,
Watching each new, fresh performance, releases another
layer of human being. As though a part of us gleamers in
the eves of Hamlet, a man of Renessaince. Perhaps betier
to say Hamlet becomes a piece of vour spirit beyond sex,
time and place.

But the performance of Markus Zohner and his
dramaturgist Dr. Richard Lumbury broke all my
expectations down.

The performance staris when two playvers in red, white
clothes and wearing sport shoes sit on rotating seats until
the end. These two player use mime and pantomime,
harlequinade, speech and movement, opening the
imaginative book of Hamlet and distribute the various
roles between themselves. No tool. No music or sound
effects. The burden of all sound effects heavy on their
shoulders.

In fact we face to a very different performance than
Shakespeare s Hamlet. This the Zohner 5 comic approach
towards Hamlet,

The result can be called tragicomedy, but not with common
meaning. We in fact watch two narrative playvers with
comic behaviors and sometimes circus clowns ™ buffoonery.
As I've watch performances of Hamlet, this seems to be

an entirely distinct one and the sweetness or freshness of

it relies on its distinction. Even the title, Ha! Hamlet

contains a deep, bold difference. However the design of

brochure and poster brings a different mentality into being.
On the other hand Ha!Hamlet is an example of mis-en-
scenes which tries to overcome text-oriented performances.
Zohner has limited his dramaturgist, designer, plavers
and even himself to act with the least movements and
tools. From this point of view, prominent thinkers like Eric
Bently attack the theory of Total Theatre. Comprehensive
theatre is based on that theatre is a combination of other
branches of art.

Peter Brook in Empty Space and Grotovski in his towards
poor Theatre exactly insist on cleansing the antitheatrical
elements and tools. They theatre is not a combined but a
unique, pure art which purified from unnecessary
components even in text-oriented theatre and under this

condition magic of theatre appears.

In another word, attractiveness and jist of theatre comes
out under restriction but not in expansion and piling — up
condition, when humanity flows the surface of scene.
Cinema focuses irony and theatre is an art of

exemplification.

Cinema is built up on a foundation of irony because each

image takes audience to former and coming images, even

to the pictures not taken but comprehensible. In fact the
language of film depends upon director s selection of
images from possible, unlimited ones, but everyvthing in
theatre gets centralized on the scene.

Universe, characters and objects in theatre are extracted
out of material facts from this ironical viewpoini.

Every character, clear-hearted and a sample of wholistic

human nature but not only in its philosophical meaning
and every object refers to the inner most substance of
things. That’s why each movement or manner of body,

mimic, gesture and speech of plaver or even every simple
object can be divert into, delivered to and interpreted in
another way.

In this performance of Hamlet, two players on two seats

on a wooden platform are the only tools of the scene.

Ha!Hamlet easilv communicates with the audience and
passes from the borders of languages. In fact, they use
human language, the language of theatre.

However, Zohner and his group’s quotation from
Shakespeare s Hamlet, nevertheless its fresh, strange
approach, do not get deepened farther sweet, interesting

Jfarce and the rest is creativity of players.

This is because Ha!Hamlet is mostly based on intertextual

relationship i.e. the audience should discover the
relationship between performance and Shakespeare s play3,
and also between this performance and Zohner s guotation =
and other performance of Hamlet. Otherwise main part y
of ironies, verbal farcical run makings and symptoms

would be lost. :
Finally what is left seems to be the director and players 'y
ability in this performance of Hamlet with the least scenic 1
tools. That's why Ha!Hamlet bevond its attractive, amusing %
characteristic does not penetrate the deeper layers f:f'"%
Shakespeare s Hamlet. o

Abdol-Hossein .Hﬂrm;m'i."i‘;
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The Rest Is Silence!

A brief criticism of Ha!Hamlet!

Two seats on a platform and apparent simplicity overcoming the whole stage thoroughout black. Well! I'm
not talking about physical aspects of the stage.
“Ha!Hamlet” is presumptuous, bold rebellion against the world sacred beliefs regarding Hamlet and
splendid classical performance of the tragedy. The Elizabethan but severely modernistic performance
releases new aspects of Hamlet through simplification of modern art but this destructive dramaturey does
not penetrate the mysterious lavers of Shakespeare s dramatic piece of art.
“Ha! Hamlet” in a way looks like a multilingual parody of Hamlet mostly depending upon plavers’ movement
and speech capabilities. I think the multiliguality was a very sharp-sighted deviation from the original
language of Shakespeare 5 tragedy and lingual maneuver empowers this international parody-like pantomime.
Dialogues have lost their classical form except when necessary. In fact pantomime embraces all moments
of the performance and the dialogues have a musical function in this comic version of Hamlet. I grasped
all Images dispersed out of plaver s movements. I could touch the castle of Helsingoer and all other locations.
The performance reaches the apogee of acting powers and individual creativity in “Gonzago s Murder .
Patrizia Barbuiani and Markus Zohner were really harmonic to the work of dramaturges that deliberately
picked the events up and arranged them in new dramatic configuration. For instance the scenes in which
the ghost appears for the first time, lovemaking of Hamlet and Ophelia, intermittence of Hamlet s father s
caricature-like ghost and argument regarding quick movements and some narrative dialogues dispersed
takes a perfect place in performance. Dialogues as “We know what we are but we don t what we may be. "
And “To be or not to be..." are logically remained in the text Dr. Richard Lumbary has exploited... And
we all faced to a terrible, thoughtful moment: “The rest is silence.”

Reza Shirmars




ARKADAS THEATRE
WORLD GULTURES HOUSE

“Arkadas Theater” changed into the “World Cultures House " with the support of Koln Culture Bureau two
vears ago, and Ali-Reza kooshk-Jalali has been elected as the Head of this Art Center. It has been in full
contact with the numerous countries during these two years, frequent performance from all over the world,
France, Turkey, Mexico, etc. in Koln made the center much more attractive. Common works (collaboration
of two counties) are in the framework of this center.

In January, for example, a common work with the collaboration of Turkey and Germany performed in this
center by directing of Nijati Shahin (Mr. Jalali's colleague).

Ali Reza Kooshk-Jalali, with the co-operation of Frank-Patrick-Steckel (the most famous director of
Germany), Iranian and German actors and actresses prepared a common work, a play named “Ta ziyeh-

Er. Macbeth” whitch was performed first in Iran then in koln and other countries .
| e Ali-Reza Kooshk-Jalali

Theatre Improvisation and creation in theatre

A master class by Markus Zohner

Using the techniques of Theatre Improvisation, the participants will be guided
into the magical world of creativity and creating theatre.
They will receive a thorough grounding in the basic rules of Theatre
Improvisation, and the development of plays, scenes and stories.
The techniques of good theatre improvisation will be used in a playful yet
serious way, as a way to entertain the actors and audience and also to go
further: To develop scenes and stories from the player s own imagination,
discovering a fantastic world created entirely by the Imagination. Every
human feeling is physically based, and every feeling provokes a reaction in
the body.

Impulses lead to emotions, the emotions lead to movement a theatrical
expression is formed,

The workshop will include exercises about perception, Rhythm, Body
Awareness, Energy, Space, Time and Ensemble Work.

The individual imagination of the participants will be stimulated, In order
to develop theatrical material. :

Participants will receive a view into the inner logic of theatrical characters
and will explore the structure, and narrative development of scenes, stories
and plays.

Main Themes of the Workshop:

-Imagination

-Body

-Voice

-Ensemble Work

-Inventing Scenes and Stories individually, in twos, in threes, and as a group.
-Energy

-Space

-Time

-Discovering Images and Themes

-Working with partners

Applicant interested to join this workshop can attend on the roof of City Hall
on Monday January 27" from 10 to 12.
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The Origin and Evolution of Theatre

6. Theatre and Research, Research and Theatre:

When practical effort of artists get parallel to scientific researches, we can claim to get close to cultural
activity peak. Absence of research and scientific activities results in a destroying theatre. We do not deny
the developing and quick evolution in out theatre but deprivation of our theatre of methodological research
process seems to be a great deficiency. Since no theatrical research center exists and if does, goes on very
different path. Even the individualistic efforts on the field of research do not compensate for the lack of
collaborative group research and can t afford to design a trustful progressive plan. Research centers have
not reached the desirable situation in national and international space. We have not institutionalized our
definition and objectives. If we manage the whole plannings and implementations just as we like the result
would as is and nothing more. Our recent successes in international grounds are a great caution towards
more attention to Iranian groups and the research findings injected to our theater. Research highlights the
path of future, hence is logical and rational and accelerates planning and looks forward based on past
experiences vice versa.

Majid Sharifkhodaei
Director of The 215! International Fadjr Theatre Festival

21" International Fadjr Theater Festival
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