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Interview with Farhad Mohandes Pour

Member of the Selecting Committee of Provincial Theater Section

As long as the Fadjr
Theater Festival has
entered to its 25
year and promoting
its qualitative level
is being emphasized
all the time, does this
issue influence the
selecting criterions?
o [t is natural
that the quality of
performed plays
has been the most
important criterion for
Selecting Committee
in this year as well.
Because in every
situation and condition you should always
select the works which are most qualified.

How qualified is the Provincial Theater at this

time?

Stage Section:

[fatheater groupis working inaprovincial area,

it is not true that we use the “non-professional”
expression for it. Sometimes some outstanding
works could be seen in provinces that many
professionals in Tehran should have seen
them and learned. For example I observed a
play last year in Provincial Theater Festival in
Bandar Abbas named “The Flies of Lagoon”
which was very high qualified. It has not been
selected anyway, but we could find out how
talented some of provincial groups are.

Which functions could be done in order to promote
the qualitative level of provincial theater?

Supporting dramatic associations in all
around the country is the most important
facts in this field. Nowadays the provincial
groups are greatly in need for financial
assistances and communicative supports.
They should find this chance to have
several public performances during a year
and this issue needs cultural in charges’
supports which have not happened yet
unfortunately.

Today in Festival
Friday Jan., 12" 2007

Dantone’s Death

Playwright: George Buchner Time: 19:30

Hossein Ahmadi Nassab
Location: Qashgaei Hall .

Friday Jan., 12" 2007
Laugh Bomb
Director: Iraj Kaleh Jahi Asl

Director: Roberto Ciulli ' * Bijan and Manijeh Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Location: Vahdat Hall Playwright and Director: Complex
Time: 19:30 Mohsen Arab Amiri Time: 15:00

From Germany
Beneath the Arcade of Public

Location: Noe Hall
Time: 16:30 — 19:00

=  An Actin the Night
Director: Sheyda Sajadian

Drinking Fountain From Mashhad Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Playwright: Akbar Radi =  Heights Comedy Complex

Director: Hadi Marzban Playwright: Omid Taheri Time: 15:30

Location: Asli Hall Director: Meysam Abdi =  Tourist

Time: 18:30 Location: Molavi Hall Director: Christophe Evette
Agony Time: 15:00 Location: Theater-e-Shahr

Playwright and Director: Zia Azizi
Location: Chaharsou Hall
Time: 18:00 —20:30
From Austria
Rendezvous
Playwright: Fares Bagheri
Director: Farshid Gavili
Location: Sayeh Hall
Time: 17:30 —20:00
From Sanandaj
Red Illusion
Playwright and Director:

From Khomein

The Enchanted Horse
Playwright: Boleslaw Lesmian
Director: Irene Dragan
Location: Honar Hall
Time: 18:00

Impossible is also Possible
Playwright and Director: Sirous
Hemmati

Location: Mehr Hall
Time: 18:00

Street Theater Section:

Complex
Time: 16:00

Etudes of Life

Director: Morteza Vakilian
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 16:45

Passenger
Director: Morteza Azgar Nejad
Location: Theater-e-Shahr
Complex
Time: 17:30

Yy



Which areas in theater have you worked on, and Wl’llCh
one you prefer more?

. I started acting in theater since my university years
and I directed a play “Anniversary Party” by Chekhov
during that time. These experiences enhanced my tendency
to directing field. I worked on both areas of acting and
directing more or less until the year 1984, but after that I
focused totally on directing and that is why I had no time
to act anymore and gradually gave it up. My activities then

continued in other areas; wrote some playwritings, a movie

script for T.V and some critical texts, but I still don’t know

myself as an author or critic. My directing experiences have
been always satisfied me more.

You are coincidentally teaching in university, right?

. Instructing is my
formal occupation and
yes; I have been involving
with it during these years.
Generally 1 like all of the
different areas in theater but
my professional reputation
is mostly referred to
directing as I mentioned.
How do you assess the |
professional theater
atmosphere in Iran?
Which problems and
losses do you think it §
has? :

. It is difficult to
answer this question. Each
occupation has its own problems. In fact challengmg
with these problems is the sweetest part of working.
But anyways there are some difficulties that have no
relation with theater itself; such as lack of halls, weak
points in cultural management, loss in budget, very
changeable planning, disorganized cultural places and
lack of inquired friendship between different theater
sections. By the way neither theater mangers nor theater
audience can distinguish a good and/or weak play. These
problems wouldn’t have any direct connection with a
safe artistic competition and theater in general, but create
fundamental difficulties for theater and the ones working
in this field.

Interview with Dr. Neil Van Derlinden
Researcher and Scholar from Netherlands

Dr. Neil Van Derlinden, biologist and physician from
Netherlands, have done a wide-spread range of researches
about North African and Middle Eastern ritual and
ceremonies; such as Zaar ritual. He believes that art and
particularly theater has been formed through this ritual
and mysticism is a window to the border of human internal
secrets and his permanent speechless questions.

Will you please give some explanations about your
lecture and your field of researches?

e Tam supposed to speak about ritual plays analyzing
in North Africa and Middle East based on mysticism
and Sufism. My fields of studies are mostly about
ritual and ceremonies that perform in so-called
‘area. In most of these countries the ritual of mystic

creatures (like jinx) has come through the religion
and configured to other shapes and features. Just
alike Zaar in Iran which has come through Islam
and changed its place.
Could you please name some of contemporary European
playwrights who are working in this area?
e Yes. There are many well-known playwrights from
different countries like:
Arvo Purth, Mansourian (from Armenia), Kanjeli
(from Georgia), Penderecki (Poland), Bosho
Stravss, Pinter, Miller, etc.
Most of these playwrights don’t even go to church,
but religious contents have been hidden in their
works.
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