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All for One, One for All

3|

Farhad Mohandespour

We Iranian people live in a multicultural world.
Although because of some characteristics it seems
that we live in a Separate Island. But we unavoidably
live in a multicultural society. It is remarkable that
Muslims and Especially Iranian people have always
lived in multicultural society. During the first Centuries
A.H., negligence and indulgence was the base of
multicultural society (Christian, Jewish and Islamic)
and Iran whether at the reign of Cyrius or afterwards
was not only a shelter for homeless jews and Yahya’s
fellows but Indian and Georgian emigrants. The wars
between Iran and Rome were a common base for
Iranians’ culturalisation process. Zar and Bad (The
Wind) rituals are also the African blacks’ presents
whom were themselves from Portugal, Rome etc.
inhabited in Iran.

The main part of Iranian rituals and ceremonies are
multicultural. Siavash the hero is the symbol of a
social effort to bring about the multicultural society
and inversions of Soog-e-Siavash to Imam Hossein
Ta’zieh, is the sign of these two rituals’ mingle.
Soog odes and epic resulted in Siavash and Imam
Hossein tragedies, are the yellings and protests and
memos of people who wanted to be the heroes of a
multicultural society.

The reigning bilateral thinking which makes the society
isolated, close and classified change them into tragic
characters and contemporary Iran tries to rewrite
them to rebuild democracy and freedom.
The attempt is observable in the interactions of Siah
(The Black) and Haji. This time crying is substituted
by laughter. The black is a hero so anti-idealistic and
worldly in search for the lost society who laughs at
Haji’s useless efforts to reign the unicultural society.
The contemporary Iranian theatre should be at the
service of a society knowingly seeking a fresh language
among all-social changes and multicultural world. It
has not tates the historical prosperity someday to
wake up in a multicultural world be independent,
fresh and contemporary far from imitation.
During year 2003 we met two distinct performances
of Ta’zieh and Takhteh Hozi in which two modern
characters are in place of historical heroes making
a fresh relationship to the audience: “Shazdeh
Koochooloo Shabih-Khani” directed by Asghar Dashti
and “A Farce Similar to a Murder” directed by Hossein
Kiani.
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Nothing is unacceptable than an unacceptable death.
Tom Stopard
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