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He Who Says, He Who Says No

Lord Cornvall: ... keep the chairs, servants! | will put my foot on these eyes.

Iranian people got familiar with western theatre with simple
motives since about 150 years ago. Mostly these educated in France
in France and wished to establish theatre course in Amir Kabir’s
Darol fonoon. This theatre started its activeity in Amir Kbir’s Darol
fonoon. This theatre started its activity in french language and
had limited audience mostly teachers, students and people who
went to France. The theatre however got out of Darolfonoon so
soon and expanded its motives towards a broad range of people.e.g.
politicians and social groups. While Iranian traditional theatre
group (TakhtehHozi) within the changes after Mashrroteh and
Estebdad Saghir were no so popular imported and never exited
from. Tehran official theratres, Paris, Saadi and Ferdowsi were
the repetition of Darolfonoon.

After the world war Il while the oil price increased and the oily
dollars declined, a lot of theatres were built in Tehran as Sanglaj,
Roodaki (Yahdat) and City Theatre. But they were the copies of
19th Century theatre.

While western theatre has tendency to modern architecture for
~ driving out of Italian close stage, we try to fasten the belt of a
tradition belonging to the age of industry (19th Century). Molavi
Theatre in Tehran University and Chaharsoo theatre established
by Arbi Avanesian were later added to our new theatrical spaces.
New groups changed the décor inventory to Charsoo Theatre

because of their tendency to modern theatre after 1991. Then
Ghashghaie Sayeh, Khorshid, No and Koochal theatre were added
to trllwe theatrical spaces.

Century theatre does not compensate for the contemporary
human relation limitations. The modern theatre seeks not to
confront new performance capabilities and communicative
capacities of the audience.

Unfortunately we built up-dated theatres and in addition
Darolfonoon traditional theatre seems to be less credible in
comparison to Italian theatres. We can refer to the price of various
Tehran theatres to evaluate the comparison. The main theatre of
City Theatre with the lowest price and the small spaces with the
highest price have the base for performing the worst and best
works of art. This is coming out of 19th century Ethics that the
greatest and most important Theater Festival in our country (Fadjr)
insists on money-making through best plays of the year.
An emphasis on Naseraddin Shah and Darotfonoon ethical system.
Presence of the modern theatre in smaller spaces and the traditional
one in greater spaces emerges from the same ethical system. As
one servant says in King Lear: “If any beard on your Chin, | would
Shake it in a fight”.

Farhad Mohandespour
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A Sisyphus in the Wood

A View on “Stone Ashes”
Written by Daniel Danis
Directed by Cresentia Dunsser

“Stone Ashes” is a sample of the skillful,
multidimensional narration of a unique story
on the basis of floating subjectivity coming
out of several Characters narrations.
?The intelligent advancement of story reaches
from ambiguity to clarity and from dispersion
to unification through apparently homogeneous
and dispersed narrations presents us a theatre
moving eventually from silence and constancy
towards nightmare and mutiny exaclty like
the rememberance of a dream which with the
passage of time, contradictory and ambiguious
componets gets involved in stability and
offense. Repetitive rotation of situations,
fragmentation of narratives with Tempo
changing the space, colour and mood arranges
the parts of a puzzle.

The characters of the text in binomial
combinations-shaped for the reason of common
act and substantial similarities each states
his narratives to others. The dramatic space
is built through colours based upon the exit
and presence of each character step by step
getting into a meaningful, artistic colouring,
like a subjective painting in which the colours
having the indepdent identity in wholistic
combination contains a clear language.
The text doesn’t semiotically trap in cul-de-
sac. Symbolic, surrealistic remarks flowing
out of shirly’s language at the outset regards
the embracement of nature,e.g. the wood as
a place where the separated people take
refuge. A naturalistic element exists at the
heart of the narraive. Snow, stone and the
river all contain the meaning of life. On the
other hand the psychological, erotic have
special meaning (Clermont’s backache in
relation with his heart). Lonesome has been
injected in every character. Clermont is tired,
depressed and alone, but Paskal alone is
hopeful. Shirely tries to forget his loneliness
by guining the fellowship of Coco’s group.
Coco confesses his fear of loneliness and
attempts to conceal his aggressive actions.

Y

Clermont’s loneliness concealment reveals in
the form of stones thrown out. As though he
is a Sisyphus at the end of form of stones
thrown out. As though he is a Sisyphus at the
end of history throwing the stones in river.
This similarity repeats in his life. He doesn’t
put up with the heavy burden of existence
and dies opposite to his my thological past.
Daniel Danis’ poetical language and short,
pictorial dialogues makes the performance
moving between two worlds of subjectivity
and objectivity.
Cresential Dunsser pays his main attention to
space through eventual building of pictures,
clever application of lighting to space through
eventual building of pictures, clever
application of lighting and especially the stage
and sound reigning. Director’s exploitations
from the text is based upon a modern eye on
space and the merits of movement.
The movement does not contain familiar,
psychological factors of character, but
eventually introduces an intelligent, exact
communication and makes a shelter over the
audience mind.Other performing characteristic
of this group is the brilliant, effective and
theatrical music stylisation which
effecaciously acts to change the locations and
space structuralisation.
Image can be created at each part of “Stone
Ashes” stage not by application of additional
elements or splendid stage accessories but
through pauses and simple combinations being
strange sound design is an inseparable element
of stage in provision of space. The sound of
stones thrown subjectively emphasises the
lonesome of Clermont as permanent lighting
and darkness have emphasis on the concept
of notification.
“Stone Ashes” is the historiography of a story
which is not narrated only on the stage but
a true experience penetrating, moving and
imposing itself on the audience.

Afshin Khorshid Bakhtari
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We have been and would live without panic, a birth in eternity.
Max Frisch
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