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The 2023 FITFto
hold the “Meet-
ing of the Islamic
World Theater
Union”

IranTheater-The meeting
ofthelslamicWorld
Theater Unionwillbe held
atthe2023FITFinthe City
Theater Complex,asthe
sametimeasInternational
seminaroflslamicWorld
TheaterUniononJanuary
29th.
The41stFadjrinternational
TheaterFestivalwillhold
the “MeetingoftheIslamic
World Theater Union” with
6specializedtopics.
Thetopicsofthe meeting
areasfollows: “Knowing
the capabilities of theater”,
“Cross-borderactivitiesin
thelslamicworld countries
inthefield oftheater”,
“Philosophy oftheater
inlslamiccountries”,
“Examiningtheproblems
andobstacles of theater
artinlslamiccountries”,
“Applicabletheoretical
solutionsinthe growth
andpromotionoftheater
artinlslamiccountries””
and “Creatingthefield of
jointcooperationinthe
field of theaterinIslamic
countries”.
Theinternational seminar
ofthelslamicWorld Theat-
erUnionwillbe heldwith
6scientificarticlesfrom
Iraq (2articles), Tunisia,
Algeria,Egyptandlran,and
the capacities of theaterin
Islamiccountrieswillbe
examined fromdifferent
aspectsintheseminar.
Accordingtothestatistics
announcedbythe Secre-
tariatof FITF, researchers
andexpertswith20articles
requestedto participatein
thismeeting. Andfinally,
articlesbyJamal Garmi
(theaterdirectorand head
oftheartisticdepartment
oftheNational Theater of
Algeria),Ezzeddin Abbasi
(head ofthe Tunis Univer-
sityof Fine Arts), Riad Zam-
al(professoroftheHigher
Schoolof Musicand
Theater),Abdul-Karim Ab-
boud (headofthe collage
ofFineArts atBasra) and
MahmoudKahila (head of
theEgyptianPerforming
ArtsEducation Depart-
ment)wereaccepted.
34peoplefrom8different
countrieswill participate
intheseminar,which
willbe heldwithaspecial
speechbyDr.Rahimpour
Azghadi.Thismeetingwill
beheldonSunday,January
29,2023 from9:00to 14:00
inthe Hallof Fame of City

Theater Complex.

Reza Saberi:

Theaterismyjob

interview

IranTheater-RezaSaberi,a
veterantheaterandcinema
artist,hasagainchosena
religious-historicalthemein
theshowlranians.
Saberirevealsthathisloveis
theaterandhehasnothadany
jobbuttheater. Therefore,
itdoesn’tmatterto himwhat
kind of situation heisin,be-
causethetheaterishisjoband
hemustsupportitanyway.
RezaSaberi’s “Iranians” was
performedonTuesdayand
WednesdayinVahdatHall . It
competesintheinternational
sectionofthe2023FITF. “Ira-
nians” isthestory ofthe
hiddentruthsaboutthekilling
of Aleviwomenandchildren
byHarunAbbasid caliphate
untilhissonMa’muncameto
power. Thisshowdealswith
theforcedjourneyofHazrat
AliibnMusaal-Reza(a.s.)
fromMedinatoKhorasan.
IranTheaterhadaQuestion
andanswerwithwriterand
directorRezaSaberiatLaleh
Hotelabout“lranians” and
FITF.
How did you choose a
religious story for the
show and direct it with
thisapproach?
-lhavedoneshowswith

religiousthemesbefore,

therewasafolkand
simpleshowforthe
peopleinanopenarea
wheretheaudience
passesbyandstopsfor
amomentandwatches
theshow,butlwrote
thesecondversionfor

thestage

butitwasnotsoseriousand
focused,sothisshowactually
hadtwoversions,thefirstone
was performedafewmonths
agointhelargeparkinglotof
holyshrineforapublic.

Sowasitanenviron-

mental theater?
-Yes,butthesecondversion
waswrittenwithmanychang-
esforthestage.

Doyou meanyou up-

datedit?
-Yes,therewasafolkand
simpleshowforthepeople
inanopenareawherethe
audience passesbyandstops
foramomentandwatchesthe
show,butlwrotethesecond
versionforthestage.

What was thereaction

of the people to that

show?
-ltwasamazing.

Why?
-Becauseitisinterestingfor
theaudiencetoseeashowin
theshrine;Also,Imam Reza,
hiskindnessandgentleness
areattractivetopeople. Itis
attractiveforpeopletosee
MamounandHarounand
suchcharacters. People
know historyandare often
familiarwithImamRezaand
hislife historyaswell. Inthe
showthatwe hadworkedon,
itwaswithsimple,normal
and colloquiallanguage,and
soundarrangements,singing
and harmony, etc. Butinthe
secondversion,lavoided
allthesefeatures,becausel

believeinaspecialliterature

forthestage. Thewriting of
thecharacters,the codesthat
Ichose, the paththatwascho-
senforagroupof14people
whowanttotakethe mam
fromMedinatotheslaughter-
house,andthelmamismar-
tyredinMarv. Thisisthe path
ofthestory: fromtheorigin
tothedestinationandthere
aremany codesinthemiddle
oftheway,someofwhichl
deletedbecausetheydid not
work formeandlchosethe
codesthatwerealittlebolder
intermsofpresentationand
Ithinkitwasverydifficult
tofindthe codeslwanted.
Becauselhadtoreadhistory
andldidn’tknow history
completely,andlreadthese
regularlyandturnedthem

intodramasandwentbackto
them. Intermsofwriting,the
secondversionwasvery dif-
ficultand exhausting. There
wasnoonetohelpme,and|l
hadtolookforreferencesand
write.

Shouldn’tyou have dis-

torted the history?
-Exactly

And the play should be

believable.
-Yes,Ishouldhaveturnedthe
historyintoashow, butlstill
believethatinthesecondver-
sionlcanworkmore correctly
anddeeply, thatthisisthe
generalneed ofthesociety
andthereisalotofworkto
bedone,whichresonatesin
today’ssociety.

Iget the feeling that

your approachis also

postmodern.
-yes.
Whatis the reason for
your participationin
the 2023 FITF? Because
you consider theater as
ajob?
-Yes,butldon’twanttosay
thatit’slikeasupermarket,but
theaterisajobandyouhave
tolivewithit; Andyoucan’t
saythatyoushouldn’twork
becausethe conditionsarea
bitunfavorable. Nowsome
peoplesaythatyoushouldn’t
workandthatthetheater
shouldbeclosed. Idonot
believeinsuchathingatall.
Doyourememberthe
bestedition of the
festival?
-The12thedition (1994FITF)
wasthebest.

Ameeting of Omaniartistswas held to
recognize theartof nations

Iran Theater- Omani guests
of the 2023 FITF metwith
Mahmoud Farhangand
AhmadJulaiinorderto
further cooperation forthe
recognitionofthe Theater
of Nationsatthe Secretariat
of 12th Nationaland 1stIn-
ternational Mystics (Saheb-

delan) Theater Festival.

The meetingwasattended
by Mahmoud Farhang (sec-
retary of the 12th National
and1stInternational Mys-
tics (Sahebdelan) Theater
Festival)and Ahmad Joulai
(secretary of the Interna-
tional Ritualand Traditional
Festival) with Yousef
Al-Balushi,thedirector,and
Abbas Al-Hakim, the actor
ofthe Omanitheatergroup,
who cametolranto partici-

pateintheFITFinthe place

ofthesecretariatof Saheb-
delantheaterFestival.
Omaniartists presented
theirplaysinthe2023FITF
and mentionedtheirother
activities such as participat-
ingininternationalfestivals
ofIslamiccountriesinthe
region,Asiaand Africaand
theawardstheyreceivedin

thesefestivals.

Astheysaid,the numberof
theateractivistsand gradu-
atesin Omanisnow limited,
buttheyhave hadagood
receptionforplaysbasedon
religiousandthe Quran.
AhmedJoulai,the head of
thewebinarcommittee
ofthe12th Nationaland
1stInternational Mystics
(Sahebdelan) Theater
Festival,spokeaboutthe

translationand exchange of

theaterworksand literature
betweenthetwo countries.
And Omaniartistsalso
promisedto cooperate with
thisresearchertoproduce
andwritethe book “Oman
TheaterHistory”.
Mahmoud Farhang, the sec-
retary of the 12th National
and1stInternational Mys-
tics (Sahebdelan) Theater
Festival,introduced the
differentsection ofthisthe-
atricaleventand explained
aboutits capacities.
Consideringthe quality
level of works produced

by Iranianartistsandin
ordertorecognizethe
artisticworks of nations,
itwas decided that Omani
artistsshould provide
photosandbooksaboutthe
history of Omanitheaterfor
translationand printingto
thesecretary of Sahebdelan

TheaterFestival.

Attheend ofthis meeting,
thebook “Modern History
ofthe West” by Ahmad
Julai, thelistof Sahebdelan
TheaterFestival and some
plays from the publications
ofthe General Department
of PerformingArtswere

giventotheguests.

Txema Munoz meets with the General Director of Performing Arts Center

Iran has the largest number of
dramafestivalsin the world

IranTheater-Spanishactorand

stagedirector, TxemaMunoz
hadameetingwithKazem
Nazari,the General Directorof
PerformingArts Centerduring
the2023FITF.
Spanishdirectoroftheshow
“Lumiere” metKazemNazari
(DirectorGeneral of Perform-
ingArts Center)andMozhgan
Vakili(Directorof International
Relation Departmentperform-
ingArts Centeroflran)inthe
officeofthedirectorgeneral of
performingarts. KazemNazari
confirmedthehighpositionof
Spanishartistsintheworldand
welcomedthepresenceof Span-
ishartists inthe2023FITF.“Iran
hasavariety of festivals,and
therefore Irancanbe considered

tohavethelargestnumberof

theaterfestivalsintheworld.”
TheDirectorGeneral of Perform-
ingArtsconsideredthistobethe
resultoflranians’ greatinterestin
performingarts. TxemaMufoz
discussedthattheaterhascom-
monmovementsandthethe
basicseverywhereintheworld.
“Differentcountriesoftheworld
may havedifferentpoints ofview
inpolitics,buttheyallsharethe
samefeelings,andallfeelings
canbeunifiedonstage.”
TxemaMunozhasaconserv-
atoryeducation,mimeand
pantomimeand chorography
andmagician.

Hesaid: Inthefirsttwodays of
mystayinlran,lhavegottento
knowmoreaboutlranianartand
Ihopethatnextyearlwillbeable

toparticipateinlraniantheater

festivalswithmore shows.
MozhganVakili, Directorof
International Relation Depart-
ment performingArts Center
oflran announcedtheholding
ofanewfestivalinZanjancityin
thefieldofhappyshows (circus,
clown,etc.) nextyear,whichwas
alsowelcomedbythe Spanish
artist,andheexpressed hishope
thathewouldbeabletopartic-
ipateinthisfestivalwithshows
New participation.
TheSpanishonemanshow
“Lumiere” writtenanddirected
by TxemaMunozand Carls Sans
competesintheinternational
sectionofthe2023FITF.
The2023FITFisunderwayinTeh-
ranuntilJanuary31. Thefestival
ispresidedoverbyIranianactor

anddirector KouroshZarei.



