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IranDaily Newspaper

Meeting of the
Director General
of Performing
Arts with Iranian
Cultural attaché
in South Africa

IranTheater-Kazem
Nazari,Director General of
PerformingArtsCenterhada
meetingwith SeyedMostafa
Daryabari,Culturalattachéin
SouthAfrica,onthethirdday
oftheFITFatthe Officeofthe
DirectorGeneralofPerforming
Artsandtheyexamined
waystoexpand culturaland
artisticinteractionsbetween
IranandSouthAfrica.Seyed
MostafaDaryabari, Iran’s
culturalattacheinSouthAfrica,
pointedout the Population
diversityof SouthAfricaand
emphasizedthatSouthAfrica
hasgoodpolitical relations
withallthecountriesofthe
world. Headded: Iranand
SouthAfricahavebeenin
contactwitheachothersince
beforethevictoryofNelson
Mandela’smovement,and
Iranhasagoodpositionfor
culturalactivitiesinSouth
Africaandtherearealmostno
restrictions. Daryabarisaid: A
long-termcontractbetween
IranandtheHumanities
Instituteof SouthAfricais
beingfinalized,whichwillbe
signedduringMr. Ebrahim
Raisi’svisittoSouthAfricanext
year.KazemNazarialsostated
thatthe PerformingArts Center
hasthe capacitytoproduce,
support,andholdallofthe
country’splays: Unfortunately,
noplayfromSouthAfricais
participatingintheFITF. It
isbettertotakeadvantage
ofSouthAfricanartand
cultureinnextyear’sfestival
byevaluatingandinviting
performancesfromSouth
Africa.” Thedirectorgeneral
of performingartspointedout
thepositionofpuppettheater
inthisAfricancountry: Dueto
SouthAfrica’shighabilityin
puppetshow,southAfrican
puppetshowcanbeinvitein
thelranianpuppettheater
festival. TheFestival of Ritual-
Traditional PerformingArtscan
alsohostSouthAfricanshows
inthistypeofperformance
MozhganVakili,Director

of International Relation
Department performingArts
Centeroflran said: «African
countrieshavealways
beenverygoodaudiences
forlranianchildrensand
teenagers) plays. Ontheother
hand, itispossibletohavea
well-coordinatedplanfor
theparticipationof African
children)s.andyoungadults’
playsinlranianchildren’sand
Youngadult'festivals,which
areheldeveryyearindifferent

citiesoflran.

Ali Borji on The show Day Tenth
Thepresence of artists from
the provincesisapositive
characteristicof FITF

interview

IranTheater-AliBorji,the
directoroftheDayTenth,
whichcompetesinthestage
sectionof FITF,wishesthat
theaterartistsalways have
peaceandworkpeacefully.
AliBorjiisastageactor,
playwrightanddirector,whose
numerousactivitiesinthefield
of religioustheaterandsacred
defenseshowshave made
himknownasoneofthewell-
knownartistsinthisfield.
Theshow “Day Tenth” written
byAsgharGarousiandwent
onstage inthesecondday of
FITFin ChaharsooHall of City
Theater Complex.IranTheater
talkedwith AliBorjiaboutthe
FadjrFestivaland the show
“DayTenth”.
Tellusaboutthe story of
theshow “DayTenth”.
-GholamhosseinisaTa'zieh-
khan (Ta’zieh performer)who
liveswith hisbrideinanold
house. Qassem, hisson, has
beenfightingforfouryears
inlran-lragWarandthere’s
nonewsofhim.Thepeople
oftheneighborhoodbelieve;
Gholamhossein’ssonhas
beenmartyred,butheand

hisbridedonotaccept. On

Iwaslookingfor
peoplewhohaveboth
experienceacting
onthestageandare
familiarwithTa’zieh,
solinvitedactorswho
haveexperiencein
both.

theotherhand,Cyrus,the
sonofHajGholamhossein’s
nephew,whohasbeeninloves
withGholamhossein’sbride,
decidestoproposeafterfour
years. Thisisthe maintheme of
thestory.

You are mostly known as
adirectorwhoworksin
thefield of sacred defense
and religious theater.In
yourrecentexperience,
youselected aplay
combiningboth fields,
whydid you choose such
aplay?
-Yes,|havebeenactivein
thefield of holydefense
theaterformanyyearsand
havebroughtonstage shows
suchas“Jahesheh”,“The

LastLetter” and “Theskyis

rainingforyou” with this
theme,andlhavealsoworked
asanactoranddirectorin
thefield ofreligioustheater.
Themostimportantreason
thatmade me choosethe”
DayTenth” forperformance
isthe combination ofritual
dramaandholydefensein
theplay. Gholamhossein’s
and Mahtab’sanxiouswaitfor
Qasim’sreturnalongwiththe
actionandreactionbetween
thecharactersand Asghar
Garousi’seloquentprose
wereotherfactorsinchoosing
thiswork toparticipateinthe
stage sectionofthe 47stFadjr
International Theater Festival.
Youalso hired Ta’zieh
veteransin the cast, What
was the basic choice of the

cast?
-lwaslookingforpeoplewho
havebothexperienceacting
onthestageandarefamiliar
withTa’zieh,solinvitedactors
whohave experienceinboth.
Culture Minister
Mohammad Mahdi
Esmaeiliwatched your
second performance.
Ifyouwanted to makea
requestto the Minister
asanartistwho has been
active in the theaterfield
formanyyears,what
problems of the theater
community would you
raise?
-Ifthediscussionofthe
requeststartsaboutthe
problemsoftheartistic

community, the conversation

willtakealongtime. Thefact
isthatlamaskingforpeace
tobecreatedforussothatwe
arenotsocaughtupinthe
censors. Manyartistsinthe
theaterfieldhavereached
anageanddependingon
theircircumstances, theyare
offeredtoparticipateinfew
works, theseartistsdefinitely
need moreworkandfinancial
support.

The theaterartists of

the cities have a great
contributioninthe 41 st
FITF,do you evaluate this
asapositive or negative
partof the festival?
-Thepresenceofartistsfrom
theprovincesandcitiesofthe
countryisdefinitelyapositive
feature ofthe 47stFITF.

In the street show

Awaste picker played f

IranTheater-Onthethirdday of

theFITF,duringthe performance

ofthestreetshowLaylaand

MajnunintheareaofRudakiHall,

aninterestingthinghappened
andawastepickerjoinedthe
cast.Byappearinginthisshow
withotherperformers,hetalked
abouthislifeandsometimes
madetheaudiencecryand
sometimesmadethemlaugh.
Onemilliontomanssalarywas
theresultofhisperformance
intheshow.Onthethirddayof
thestreetsectionofthe 417stFajr
International TheaterFestival,
atthesametimeasthejudging
oftheperformanceofthestreet
show “LaylaandMajnun”
writtenanddirectedbyBehnam
KavehfromAbadan,something

happenedthatdeeplyaffected

alltheattendeesand Onceagain,

itshowedtheplaceofartandthe
profoundeffectthattheaterand
theinteractionofthestageartist
withtheaudiencecanhave.

o

Duringtheperformance
BehnamKaveh,theactorand
directorofthe show,noticed
thepresenceofawastepicker
intheRudakiarea,andbecause
thethemeofhisshowwasabout
garbagepickingandpoverty,
suddenlyKavehwenttotheman
namedRasooltoaskhimtojoin
himinperforming.
Themanwasembarrassedand
didnotwanttocometothe
audienceandjudges;butwith
thedirector'swords, hefeltsafe
andjoinedthecrowd,andafter
awhiletheplaywasperformed,
BehnamKavehtoldRasoolthatto
tellusthestoryofyourlife!
EveryonesawtearsinRasool’s
eyes,Rasoolnarratedthestory
ofhislifeinafewsentencesand
suddenlyleft. AsRasoolmoved
awayfromtheperformance
venue,thejuryandtheaudience
pointedtoBehnamKavehtogo
afterRasoolandbringhimback
tovenue. RasoolandBehnam

orafewminutes

returnedandtheshowwenton.
Attheendoftheperformance,
Behnamtookoffhishatandwent
totheaudiencetoplaceagiftfor
Rasoolinthehat.
MorethanonemillionTomans
wascollectedbytheaudience
andartistsof FITFforRasooland
presentedtohim.
Oneofthecharacteristics of
streetshowsisinteractingwith
theaudienceandplayingwith
theaudienceonthestreet
andwewitnessedinthemost
effectivewayintheperformance
of “LaylaandMajnun” atthe Fadjr
International TheaterFestival.
BehnamKaveh,thedirector
ofthestreetshow “Laylaand
Majnun” explainedaboutthe
interactionbetweenthetheater
artistandtheaudienceandsuch
eventsinstreetperformances:
Ihavebeenthinkingaboutthis
showandthesubjectforsome
time. Mysubjectisthestreetand
thepeopleonthesestreets,the
peoplewhoareactiveinthecold,
heat, rain,snow,etc.
Kavehalsosaidaboutthe
presenceofRasoolinhisshow:
Godhasbeenwatchingus...
Rasoolappearedinourgroup,
welaughedwith him,criedand
livedmoments.

Hecontinued: Thestoryof
peoplelikeRasoolishappening
insocietynow,andweshould
thinkaboutsolvingthisproblem.

Reza Saberi on his latest show Iranians

“Iranians” ismy mostdifferentshow

IranTheater-RezaSaberi,
writerandstagedirector,
believesthatlranianishis
mostdifferenttheatrical
work.
RezaSaberisaidthatthe
language ofthe show
“Iranians” isacombination
ofancientliteratureand
colloquialismsothatit
canbeunderstoodbythe
contemporarysocietyand
conveythehistoricallesson
oftheshowtotheaudience.
RezaSaberiisawriter,actor
andtheaterdirector. This
artisthasbeenactivein
Iraniantheatersincethe
seventies. Also,Sabri’sfirst
appearanceattheFadjr
International TheaterFestival

datesbacktothesecond

edition ofthis greatartistic
event. In 2002, hereceived
afirst-classartcertificate
fromthe Ministry of Culture
andlslamicGuidance. Sabri
holdstherecordofbeingthe
youngestwinnerofthe Fadjr
International Theater Festival
andtheoldestparticipantof
the40th edition.The show
“Iranians” isthelatestwork of
RezaSaberi,whichispresent
intheinternational section of
the41stFadjrInternational
TheaterFestival. Thisisthe
story ofthe hiddentruths
aboutthekillingofAlevi
womenand childrenbyHarun
Abbasid caliphate until his
sonMa’muncametopower.
Thisshowdealswiththe

forcedjourneyof HazratAli

ibnMusaal-Reza(a.s.) from

MedinatoKhorasan.
Thisveteranartistsaid:
“Iranians” isverydifferent
fromtheotherworkslhave
directedsofar.He continued:
Ihaveusedareligiousidea
thatpeoplearefamiliarwithas
thebasisforwritingtheplay.
Sinceeveryphenomenon
andincidentcanbeseen
fromdifferentanglesinthe
theater, I started writing this
playwithanewlookatthelife
of Aliibn Musaal-Rida (AS).
Theadventurethathappento
themduringthejourneyofthe
eighthlmamfromMadinahto
Khorasanaretoldintheshow.
The 2023FITFisunderway
thelranian capital until

January 317.



