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Iran Theater- The artistic
director of the 42nd Fadjr
Theater Festival, Mehdi
Hamed -Saghaian, point-
ed out the high capabil-
ities of disabled artists
and said that people with
disabilities, with a strong
presence in this festival,
can show their skills and
capabilities.

The Faragir section (spe-
cial section for disabled
artists) was added to the
Fadjr Theater Festival for
the first time with the help

of the Welfare QOrganization.
This was welcomed and
received a lot of attention
among disabled artists,
which motivated them and
gave them hope.

About the social respon-
sibilities of officials in ar-
tistic fields, Mehdi Hamed
-Saghaian declared: " QOur
approach is to identify,
create opportunities and
pay attention to vulnerable
people in the society, and
the presence of people who
try harder to win back for
the difference that exists
in their bodies is a very im-
pressive action for a large
international  festival."
The artistic director of FITF
fond the psychological and

their status and capabilities
to the society, that if they
have weaknesses or some
disabilities in their bodies,
they can show their skills
with a lot of effort. And even
healthy people are not able
to do it."

He also referred to the ther-
apeutic effect of theater
art: "When these people
start working in the commu-
nity and They became active
in the production of artistic
works, they learn that they
can go through the path of
healing their body and soul
better with the help of art,
and use theater as a form of
healing."

He considered the presence
of the artists with disabil-

and empathy, and when
ordinary people suddenly
see a street theater and
people with disabilities are
performing , they become
hopeful."

He went on to say: "poeple
with disabilities can show
that they are capable of
displaying their high skills
and potential by attend-
ing the Fadjr festival and
they can declare that the
society needs their pres-
ence and thoughts. Their
thoughts should not be
ignored. Because they are
brilliant people and can
help the whole society."

The artistic director of
42nd Fadjr International
Theater Festival stated
that the Faragir section is
competitive and: "The ju-
rors who were chosen to
bestow the prize are ex-
perts, and all them have
works on people with dis-
abilities in their portfoli-
os and have been the jury
members, experts and
lecturers for many years."
At the end, Mehdi Hamed
-Saghaian expressed his
hope that the Faragir
section will remain in the
Fadjr Festival for coming
years.

The Faragir section of the
42nd Fadjr Festival was
held from January 21-28

of the General Department
of Dramatic Arts and the
cooperation of the officials
of the Fadjr and the efforts

social effects of the pres-
ence of people with disabil-
ities in Fadjr very valuable:
"This opportunity can show

ities in the street section
to create social happiness:
"The 2024 Fadjr Festival
slogan is hope, joyfulness

in both street and stage
sections, and the win-
ners will be announced
on Jan.29.

Iran Theater-The director of "Gole Bahar" street theater,
Morteza Zahmatkesh stated that the quality level of the
works in the 42nd Fadjr International Theater Festival has
increased.

20 works, which include seven street shows, will are per-
formed the presence of disabled artists in Fadjr Faragir
section.

The street show "Gole Bahar"written and directed by Morteza
Zahmatkesh competesin the Fargair section and it was per-
formed in open area of City Theater Complex on Jan.25.
This director said on the theme of "Gole Bahar": "This play
takes anewlook at the ancient ritual of Nowruz khani, a ritu-
al that is being forgotten in the hustle and bustle of city life."
Zahmatkesh is from Gilan province. He mentioned that the
show has a little siyahbazi in the performance: "As a writer,
| should consider the ritual identity of Nowruz Khani, and
addressitinaway thatis more believable for the audience"
He welcomes the addition of the Fargir section to the Fadjr
as a positive and pleasant work. He declared: "l hope that
the time will come when disabled artists will progress
equally with professionals in all festivals, because their
ability is unique"
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Iran Theater- Ehsan Maleki, the director of street show
“We're People too” considered this work to be a theater
about personal and social effects of poverty, the loss of
livelihood.

Written by Amin Ebrahimi and directed by Ehsan Maleki,
the stage theater "We're People too” competes in Fadjr
Street section. It's contender in the Review Section.
"We Were People"isabout a family and their niece'sillness.
The patient is a little girl with cancer. The members of
this girl's family, who are very poor and needy, try to solve
their problem and do everything to cover the cost of their
niece's treatment. Their problem becomes so complicat-
ed and unsolvable that the mother of the family becomes
a surrogate mother to cover the expenses and the cost
of her child's medicine and treatment. Then something
happens.

The director said: "Amin Ebrahimi's play deals with a so-
cial concern of our city, Kohdasht, and our province,
Lorestan. Something that is a national issue, and There
are livelihood difficulties and poverty; Poverty has unde-
niable effects on the personal and social life of all citizens.
This is one of my concerns and Ebrahimi's concerns.”
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Iran Theater-The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance, Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili watched the play
"Seghatoleslam" by Amir Hejazi.

Accompanied by Mahmoud Salari, Art affair deputy of the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance, Kazem Naz-
ari, the Director General of Dramatic Arts Center and ITI
President of Iran, and Esrafil Farajollahi, the CEO of the
Dramatic arts association, He watched "Seghatoleslam”
which is competing in Fadjr Stage section.

On the sidelines of the Fadjr Festival, he said that he saw
an amazing reception at the 42nd Fadjr Theater Festival
and this promises good days for the theater.

He told reporters:” Troupes from the provinces had good
performances; artists from Tabriz narrated an impor-
tant historical event with their performance, Seghatole-
slam. It is one of the subjects that it was emphasized
to produce dramas about it. The play Colonel about this
topic was staged, and the show Seghatoleslam is also
performed in Fadjr.”

The Culture Minister expressed his hope that They will
continue the same path in recreating other important
historical events of Iran.

About the 42nd FITF, Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili clari-
fied:" Fadjr Theater Festival has become very local and
is suitable for the traditions and history of our country.
Considering all regions of the country and cultural justice,
we see the emergence of good talents, and therefore, pro-
vincial groups have the opportunity to perform in the best
halls of Tehran.”

Mohammad Mehdi Esmaeili also explained about the budget
of the Ministry of Culture: "Information has been published
and everything is completely clear; Theater, music, and
visual arts departments have been formed in the Shahid Av-
ini camp; We have also considered a budget, Works in the
department of art deputy are moving forward with planning
and support is given to all the country's theater complex.”

Iran Theater- The Director General of Dramatic Arts
Center and ITI President of Iran, Kazem Nazari said that
the attention paid by the 42nd FITF to religious, Islamic,
sacred defense and the values of the Islamic Revolution
cannot be compared to any of the previous editions.

Kazem Nazari clarified the processes of holding the 42nd
Fajr Festival.

About the different sections of the 42nd Fajr International
Theater Festival, he said:" In the provincial and regional sec-
tionsandinthe meetingswe had with the provincial theater of-
ficials, we emphasized that the festival's policymaking coun-
cil should put all its efforts into selecting works with Islamic,
religious and Islamic revolution themes, and we succeeded.”
Kazem Nazari Introduced plays with with religious
themes, Islamic revolution and martyrs issues: "Trauma",
"Rozgar Sagi Sagi/ Bad Days", "Morg-e sahar ","Emergency
Brake", "Ring and Well", " Apprehension”, " When we were
all asleep”, " Sergeant”, "Blood", "Circle", "Lily and the emp-
ty frame" and " Bride of Palestine".

He added: “In 42nd FITF, some unique works in the field
of holy defense will be performed, which combine humor,
bravery and martyrdom of Islamic warriors.”
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